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CHAPTER L 



SIR Richard Crofts brought Mr. Roche- 
ly to Lord Montreville at the time 
appointed ; and in confequence of the con- 
verfation then held, his Lordfhip was con- 
firmed in his refolution of perfifting in the 
plan Sir Richard had laid down, to force 
EmmeUne to accept the good fortune of- 
fered her. Lord Montreville had fent as 
foon as he got to town to Delamere's lodg- 
VoL. IL B ^^^^^> 



2 EMM£LINEj|^ 

ings, whofe fervants faid that he had flepf 
there, but was then gone out. His Lord- 
fliip; concluded- he was gone-ta Clapham ; 
but as he could not remedy his uneafinefs 
on that head, he was obliged to endure it. 
About twelve o'clock Delamere had ar- 
ranged matters for his concealment; and 
about t|i|:e.e> as J^ord Mo;itreyillp wasd^eC*. 
ling to go out, Millefleur, together with 
Delamere'^ footman and groom, came as 
they had been ordered to Berkley-fquare. 
This circumftance was no fooner related to 
Lord Montrevilleby his valet de chambre, 
than he ordered Millefleur p be fent up. The 
Frenchman related to his Lordlhip, that his 
mafterwas certainly gone to Mr. Percival's: 
but Lord Montreville concluded he was 
gone to Scotland, and, in a tempeft of 
anger and vexat'on, curfed the hour when 
he had liftened to the advice of Sir Richard 
Crofts, the harlhnefs of whofe proceedings 
had, he imagined, precipitated the event 
he had fo long dreaded. He was fo entire- 
ly perfuaded that this corijc6hire was the 
taith, that he firft gave orders for a poft^ 

chaifc 
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THE OR'PHAN OF THE CASTLE. 3 

chaife and four to be ready direftly ; then 
recoUefting that if he over-took ' his fon 
he had no power to force him back, he 
thought it better to take with him fome one 
who could influence Emmeline, His 
youngefl: daughter was ftiU in Yorkfhire ; 
Mrs. Stafford he knew not where to find ; 
but he fuppofed that Mrs. Afhwood, with 
whom Ihe had lived fome months, might 
have power to perfuade her ; and not know- 
ing what elfc to do, indeed hardly knowing 
what he expe<5led from the vifit, he order- 
ed his coachman to be as expeditious as 
pofiible in conveying him to the houfe of 
that lady. 

Mrs. Afliwood, her brother, and four 
or five other perfons related to die family, 
were at dinner. Lord Montreville enter- 
ed the room ; fpoke to thofe he knew with 
as much civility as he could ; but not fee- 
ing Emmeline among them, his apprehen- 
fions were confirmed. He defired they 
would not difturb themfelves; and de- 
clined ftiaring their repaft ; but being un- 

B 2 aVA& 



4 EMMELINF, 

able to conceal his emotion till it was over, 
he faid to Mrs. Aihwood — ^[ I am forry, 
*^ Madam, to trouble you on this unhappy 
*^ bufinefs, I did hope you would have 
^^ had the goodnefs at leaft to inform me 
^^ of it. What can I do ?*' exclaimed he, 
breaking fuddenly from his difcourfe and 
rifing — " Good God, what can I do ?" 

The company were filent, and amazed. 

Mrs. Afhwood, however, faid '^ I am 
^^ forry that any thing, my Lord, has dif- 
^^ turbcd your Lordfhip. 1 am fure I fhould 
*^ have heen happy, my Lord,, could I 
** have been of any fervice to your Lord- 
'^ fliip in whatever it is.'* 

" Difturbed!*' cried he, ftriking his 
forehead with his hand, " I am diftradled ! 
*^ When did fhe go ? How long has ftie 
^^ been gone ?'* 

'' Who, my Lord?" 

'' Mifs Mowbray— Emmeline— Oh ! it 
^^ will be impoffibleto overtake them!" 

'' Gone, my Lord ?" 

'' Gone 
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*' Gone with Delamere!— Gone to Scot- 
'' land!'* 

^* Mifs Mowbray was however in the 
^' houfe not an hour ago/* faid Mifs Gal- 
ton ; " I faw her myfelf go up the garden 
'^ juft as we fat down to dinner/' 

" Then (he went to meet him ! — then 
*' they went together!"— exclaimed Lord 
Montreville, walking round the room. 

An affertion fo pofitive ftaggered every 
one. They rofe from table in confulion. 

^* Let us go up/' faid Mrs. Afhwood ; 
^^1 can hardly think it poflible, fny Lord, 
** that Mifs Mowbray is gone, unlefs your 
*^ Lordlhip abfolutely faw them.'' 

Yet Mrs. Afhwood remembered that 
Delamere had been there in the morning, 
and that Emmeline had dined early alone, 
and had remained by herfelf all the reft of 
the day, under pretence of ficknefs; and 
fhe began to believe that all this was done 
to give her time to elope with Delamere. 

She went up ftairs. 

.Lord Montreville, without knowing 
what he did, followed her. 
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The flairs were carpetted; any one af- 
cending was hardly heard; and Mrs. Afti- 
wood fuddenly throwing open the door of 
her chamber, Lord Montreville Taw her, 
with her handkerchief held to her face, 
hanging over a packet of papers which lay 
on the table before her. 

Emaieline did not immediately look up— 
an exclamation from Lord Montreville 
:made h5r take her handkerchief from her 
eyes, i 

She arofe ; tried to conceal the forrow 
vifible in her countenance yet wet with 
tears, and afluming as much as (he could 
her native «afe and fweetnefs, (he advanced 
towards his Lordfliip, who ftill flood at the 
door, amazed, and aiked him if he would 
pardon h«r for defiring hini to fit down ii| 
a bed-chamber ; if not, fhe would wait on 
him below. She then went back to the ta-^ 
ble ; threw the papers into the cafket that 
was on it ; and placing a chair between 
that and the fire, again afked him if he 
would do her the honour to fit down. 

iMQrd Montreville did fp, but faid no- 
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things ' Mc -was iribamed of K5s ^'cipi- 

:tai)€y; yet iis Eiiimelihe did not know it, 

he would not mention it ; and wSi yet- too 

iiTfli'of rls^ Mta to fpeak of any ^mig elfe. 

Mrs. Ailitvood had left theiri— Eriime- 



iine continued fileiit. 



Lord Montreville, after a long paufe, at 
length faid, widi a fttrn and difpleafed 
.countenance, " I underftand, Mifs Mow- 
^^ bray, that my fbh was ^hei^ this rilorn- 
'' ing/^ 

*' Pray> do yc^ khbV/ wherb he now 

*^ I do not, indeed. Is he not at your 
« LordOiip'shoufe?" 

^^ No ; I am told by his fervants that he 

'*' is gone to Mr. Pefcival's — iSutyoU — '* 

' (continued hfe, laying attrong emphafis oh 

the^ord) '^ youj Mifs Mowbray, are I 

'* dare fay better infotmcd bt his intentions 

-** than any one elfe/' 

" Upon my word, my Lord,'* anfwer- 
ed Emmelihe, aftonithed, ** I do no)^ 
^* know. He faid nothings to tite ol ^yv"vc^- 

B 4 . ^^ vrnxcis^ 
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tention to go any where ; on the con- 
trary, he told me he (hould be heie again 
to-morrow." • 

^' And is it poffible you are ignorant of 
his having left London this morning, 
immediately after he returned from vifit- 
ing you ?'* 

" My Lx)rd, I have never yet (looped 
to the meannefs of a falfehood. Why 
(hould your Lord(hip now fuppofe me 
guilty of it ? I repeat — and I hope you 
wJU do me the juftice to believe me— 
upon my honour I do not know whither 
Mr. Delamere is gone — nor do I know 
that he has left Lx>ndan/* 
Lord Montreville could not but believe 
her. But while his fears were relieved as 
to the elopement, they were awakened 
anew by the uncertainty of what was be- 
come of his fon, and what his motive could 
be for this fudden difappearance. 

He thought however the prefent oppor- 
tunity of fpeaking to Enmieline of his re- 
folution w^ not to be negledted. 
y However ignorant you may be, Mifs 

<* Mow- 
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^^ Mowbray/' faid he, " of the reafon of 
*^ his having quitted his lodgings, you arc 
not to learn that his motive for eflranging 
himfelf from his family, and becoming 
a ftranger to his father's houfe, originates 
in his inconfiderate attachment to you. 
Contrary to the afllirances you gave me 
*^ at Swanfea, you have encouraged this 
^* attachment ; and, as I undeiiland from 
*^ Sir Richard Crofts, you peremptorily 
^* and even rudely refufe the opportunity 
^^ now offered you of eftabli(hing yourfelf 
^' in rank and -affluence, which no other 
'^ young woman would a moment hefitate 
'* to accept. Such a refufal cannot be 
owing to mere caprice ; nor could it 
poffibly happen had you not determined, 
** in defpite of every objeftion, and of 
'* bringing difcord into my family, to liftea 
" to that infatuated and rafh young 
" man.'* 

** Your Lordfhip does not treat me 
with your ufual candour. I have pro^ 
mifed you, voluntarily promifed you, 
not to marry Mr. Delamere without 

B 5 .'^ ^c^vcs: 









your Lordfliip's confent. To prevent 
his coming here was out of my 
power ; but if I really afpired to the 
honour of which your Lordlhip thinks 
me ambitious, wbaf has prevented me 
from engaging at once with Mn Dela- 
mere? who has, 1 own to you, preffed 
me repeatedly to elope. My Lord, 
while I am treated with kindnefs and 
confidence, I can rely upon my own 
refdlution to deferve it ; buf when your 
Lordfhip, on fufpicion or mifrepre- 
fentation, is induced to withdraw that, 
kindnefs and confidence— why (hould / 
make a point of honour, where you no 
longer feem to exped it/* , 
. The truth of this anfwer, as well as it'^s 
fpirit, at once hurt and imtated Lord 
Montreville. 

Determined to feparate Emmeline fironl 
his fon, he was mortified to be forced 
to acknowledge in his own breaft that fhe 
merited all his^ affedion, and angry that 
flie ihould be in the right when he wi(hed to 
havje found fom^ething to blame in her 

condudt. 
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cSohdud. Pride and fetf h^i Teemed ib 
f diefit diat a litde weak ^irl. flioiild preterid 
§6 a fehfc of rcdkitiHe, and a force of un^ 
^crftanding greater diah liia own. 
^ " Mifs Mbwbmy/' feiti kis Loidfhify 
^rply, " I will be veryyexplidt! withyou-^ 
" .either coRfent.to marry ,Mr. R,tx:hely^ 
* ^ Vhofe affeftion does you fo much bonomv 
^' or eStpcd: froitfe rfic ho fardicr kindncfs'* 

** Your Lofdfhip knb^^/' anfwiered 
iEmmdine, ^^ diat I have ho friend oh 
" whom I have the leaft claim but you. If 
^' you abandon me— but my Lord ought 

" you to do it ?- 1 am indeed rhoft 

" ffiendlcfsi" 

She could nb longer command heir 
tears— fobs obliged her to ceafe fpeaking. ' 

Lord Montreviiie thought her refolution: 
Would give way ; ^nd trying to diveft him- 
felf of all feeling, with an effort truly poli- 
tical, he determined to prefs his point. 

^* It is in your power," refumed hej^ 

not only to place yourfelf above all fear 
of fuch defertion, but to engage my af- 
** fe£^i<»i^ ^d. tha« of my whole family* 

B 6 '^^ \Q^^ 
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*^ You will be in a fituation of life which 
^* I fhoiild hardly refufe for one of the 
*^ Mifs Delameres. You will poffefs the 
^^ mod unbounded affluence, and a huf- 
^^ band who adores you* A man uncx- 
^^ ceptionable in character ^ of a mature 
** age ; and whofe immenfe fortune is every 
" day encreafing. You will be confidered 
*^ by me, and by Lady-Montrevillc, as a 
** daughter of the houfe of Mbwbray. The 
" blemifti of your birth will be wiped off * 
** and forgotten/* 

EmmeUne wept more than before. 
And his Lordftiip continued, " If you 
abfurdly refufe an offer fo infinitely above, 
your expectations, 1 (hall confider my- 
felf as having more than done my duty 
in putting it in your way ; and that your 
folly and imprudence diflblve all obligjv- 
tion on my p^rt. You rrlyfl: no longer 
call'yourfelf Mowbray; and yoti miift 
forget diat you ever were allowed to* be 
numbered among the relations of jny fa* 
5' mily. Nor (hall I think myfelf obliged 
•• in any manner to providis: for. a perfon, 

** who 
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^' who in fcorn of gratitude, prudence and 
*' reputation, throws from her an opportu- 
" nity of providing for herfelf/' 
- Emmeline regained fome degree of refo- 
lution. She. looked up, her eyes ftreaming 
with tears, and faid, *' Well, my Lord ! 
^' to the loweft indigence 1 muftthen fub- 
." mit ; for to marry Mr. Rochely is not in 
^* my power/' 

" We will fuppofe for a moment,** re- 
fumed Lord Montreville, *^ that you could 
*^ realize the vifionary hopes you have pre^ 
** fumed to indulge of uniting yourfelf to 
" Mr, Dclamere. Dear as he is to me and 
^^ his mother, we are determined from that 
" moment to renounce him — never (hall 
*^ the rebellious fan who has dared to dif- 
obey us, be again admitted to our pre- 
fence ! — ^never will we acknowledge as 
his wife, a perfon forced upon us and 
introduced into our family in defpite of 
our commands, and in violation of duty, 
hpnQyr, and afFedtion. Tou will be the 
occafign of his being loaded with the 
curfes of both his parents, and of intro- 
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mily. Can you ydurfelf be happy iinda: 
fuch circumftances ? In point of fortuhfe 
•^ too you will find yourfclf deceived— 
^* while we live, Mr. Delamere can havfe 
5' but a very flender income ; and of every 
^^ thing in our pow^r we Ihall certainly, de- 
*' prive him, both while we live, and at 
^* our deceafe. Confider welt what I havfe 
** faid ; and make ufe of your reafon. 
Begin by giving up to me the ridiculous 
witnefles of a ridiculous and boyifh paf- 
** fion, which muftbe no longer indulged; 
** to keep a pifture of Delamere is difcre- 
" ditable and indelicate — you will not re- 
" fufe to r^linquifli it ?'* 

He reached over the table, and took frorii 
^nong two oi; three loofe papers, which ydt 
lay before Emmeline, a little blue enamelled 
cafe, which he concluded contained a 
mmiature of Itelamefe, of whom feveral 
had been drawn. Emmeline, abforbed 
ill tears, did not oppofe it. The fpring 
of the cafe was defedive. It opened 

ih 
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in his hand; and prefeiited t6 hiS view, 
not a portrait of his fon, but of his bro* 
ther, drawn when he was about twenty, 
and at a period when he was more than a 
brother — when he was the deareft friend 
JLx)rd Montreville had on earth. A Ukenefs 
fo ftriking, which he had not feen for 
many years, had an immediate effect upon 
him. 

His brother feemed to look at him 
mournfully. A melancholy caft about the 
eye-brows diminiftied the vivacity of the 
countenance, and the faded colour (for the 
pifture had been painted feven and twenty 
years) gave it a look of languor and ill 
health ; fuch perhaps as the original wore 
before his death, when a ruined conftitution 
threatened him for fome months, tho* his 
life terminated by a malignant fever in n 
a few hours. 

The poor diftreft EmmeBne was the Only 
memorial left of him ; and Lwd Montreville 
felt her tears a reproach for his cruelty in 
thus threaceiung to abandon to her fate, 

the 
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the unhappy daughter of this once-loved 
brother. • 

, Sir Richard Crofts and Lady Montreville 
were not by, to intercepr thefe fentiments 
of returning humanity. 

He found the tears fill his eyes as he gazed 
on the pidlure. 

; ^ Emmeline, infenfible of every thing, faw 
it not ; and not confcious that he had taken 
it, the purport of his laft words fhe believed 
to relate to a fketch Ihe had herfelf made of 
Delamere. She was therefore furprized, 
when Lord Montreville arifing, took her 
hand, and in a voice that witnefled the 
emotion of his foiil, faid — *^ Come, my 
" dear Emmeline^ pardon me for thus 
^* diftreffing you, you fliall not be com- 
^*' pelled to marry Mr. Rochely if you have 
/' fo great a diflike to him. You (hall ftill 
^* have an adequate fupport; and I truft I 
" (hall have nothing to fear from your in- 
^* difcretion in regard to Delamere.'* 

" Your Lord(hip,'' anfwered Emmeline, 
/* without taking her handkerchief from 

her 
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her eyes, " has never yet found me capable 
^^ of falfehood : I will repeat, if you defire 
*' it, the promife I gave you — I will even 
^^ take the mofl: folemn oath you (hall 
^^ didtate, never to be the wife of Mr. De- 
^^ lamere, unlefs your Lordftiip and Lady 
^^ Montreville confent/' 

" I tajce yoyr promife/* anfwered his 
Lordflbip, " and fhall rely firmly upon it. 
But Emmeline, you muft go from hence 
for your own fake ; your peace and repu- 
tation reqvdre it; Delamere muft not 
frequent the houfc where you are ; you 
*^ muft conceal from him the place of your 
" abode.'* 

*^ My Lord, I will be ingenuous with 
you. To go from hence is what I in- 
tend, and with your Lordfliip*6 per- 
miffion Lwill fet out immediately for 
^^ Mrs. Stafford's. But to conceal from 
*' Mr. Delamere where I am, is not in my 
power; for I have given him a folemn 
promife to fee him if he defires it, where- 
" ever 1 (hall be : and as I hope you de- 
j* pend on my honour, it muft be ec^albj 












'** facred whether givett to him xlf you. 
^* You will therefore not^nfift on my bi'eak- 
** ing this engagement, and I prOmife you 
^ again nevet to violate the other/* 

With this compromife, Lord Montri^ville 
was obliged to be content. He entreated 
Emmeline to fee Rochely again, and hear 
his offer. But (he abfoliitdy refufcd ; af- 
furing Lord Montreville, that were his for- 
tune infinitely greatie'r, (he would not 'marry 
him, tho* fervitude fliould be the alterna- 
tive. 

His Lordlhip therefore' forbore ^o prefs 
faerfarther. Hedefifed,that?fDelamerewrote 
to her, or faw her, (he would let him know,, 
which (he readily agreed to ; and he told 
her, that fo long as fhe was fmgle, and did 
notiiing to difbblige him, he would pay her 
on hundred guinea^ a yeai* in quarterly pay- 
ments. He gave her a bank note of fifty 
pounds; and recommending it to her to 
go as fooft a? po(Eble to Mrs. Stafford's, 
he kifled her cheek with an appearance of 
aftedion greater than he had yet (hewn,.an(i 

then 
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dien went home to prepare for the recep- 
tion of Lady MontreviUe, whofe arrival he 
did not greatly wifh for ; dreading left her 
violence and ill-temper (hould drive his fon 
into fome new extravagance. But as her 
will was not to be difputed, he fubmitted 
without remonftrance to the alteration of 
the plan he had propofed ; which was, that 
his family (hould pafs their Chriftmafs in 
Norfolk, whither he intended to have re- 
turned. 

The next day Delamere was again at 
Clapham, very early. 

Emmeline, the additional agitation - of 
whofe mind had prevented her fleeping 
during the night ; appeared more indifpofed 
than (he had done the day before. 

Delamere, very much alarmed at her 
altered looks, anxioully enquired the caufe ? 
And without hefitation (he told him fimply 
all that had paffed ; the promife ftie had 
given to his father, to which (he intended 
fbidtly to adhere, and the arrangement (he 
had agreed to on condition of being perfe- 
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cuted no more on the fcore of Mr. 
Rochely. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the grief and 
indignation of Delamere, at hearing this 
relation. He faw all the hopes frviftrated 
which he had been {:> long indulging ; he 
faw between him and all he loved, a barrier 
which time only could remove ; he dared 
not hope that Emmeline would ever be in- 
duced to break an engagement which fhe 
confidered as binding ; he dared not flatter 
himfelf with the moft diftant profpe<5t of 
procuring the confent of Lord and Lady 

' Montreville, and ther^ore by their deaths 
only could he obtain her ; which if he had 
been unnatural enough to wi(h, was yet in 
all probability very diftant ; as Lord Mon- 
treville was not more than feven and forty, 

~ and of an excellent conftitution ; and Lady 
Montreville tlaree years younger. 

Paflion and refentment for fomc moments 

ftifled every other fentiment in the heart 

of Delamere. But the impediments that 

-thus arofe to his wifhes were very far from 

diminifhing their violence. 
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The more impoflible his union with 
Emmeline feemed, to be, the more ar- 
dently he defired it. The difficulties that 
might havie checked, or conquered an 
inferior degree of paffion, ferved only to 
ftrengthen his, and to render it infur- 
mountable. 

It was fome moments before Emmeline 
could prevail upon him to liften to her. 
She then enquired why * he had concealed 
himfelf from his father, and where he had 
been ? 

He anfwered, that he had avoided Lord 
Montreville, becaufe, had he met him, he 
found himfelf incapable of commanding his 
temper and of forbearing to refent his fend- 
ing Sir Richard Crofts to her, which he 
had promifed her not to do. That there- 
fore he had taken other lodgings in ano« 
ther part of the town, where he intended to 
remain. 

Emmeline^exhorted and implored him to 
return to Berkley-fquare. 

He pofitively refufed. He refufed alfo 

to 
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ta tell her where he lodged. And com- 
plaining loudly o£ her cruelty and coldneft, 
yet tenderly intreating her to take care of 
her health, he left her ; having firft pro- 
cured pcrmiffion to fee her the next day, 
and every day till fhe fet out for Wood- 
field- 

When he wa^ gone, Mifs Mowbray wrote 
to Lord Montreville— 

^^ My Lord, 

** In purfuance of the word I pafled to 
'' your Lordlhip, I have the honour to 
*' acquaint you that Mr. Delamere has juft 
*' left me. I endeavoured to prevail on 
^' him to inform me where he lodges ; but 
*^ he refufes to give me the lean: informa- 
^* tion. If it be your Lordlhip^s wifli to 
*^ fee him, you will probably have an op- 
*^ portunity of doing it here, as he pro- 
^* pofed being here to-morrow; but re- 
** fiifed'to name: the hour, apprehending 
^* perhaps that you might meet him, as I 
** did not conceal from him that I Ihould 

** acquaint 
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'^ lihave-thehcwiourto be, 
" my Lord, 
" your Lordihip's 

" moft obedient fervant, 

Clapha^ Dec. 3^, 

L^d Momr^viUb received ri>i^ letter in 
her Ladythip^s drefling-room. The fer- 
v^ wji^ brQugjtit it in, faid it came frpm 
Clapham ; and La,dy Montreville: infifted 
on feeing it's contents. She had been be- 
fore aqqiiainted with what had pafTed ; and 
beftowed on her fpn the fevereft invedives 
for his obftin^y apd foUy. Poor Emme- 
line however, who w^ the caufe of it, was 
the principal objeft of her refentment and 
dif^^n. EvQ^i this laft inftance of her rec- 
titude, could,. npt diminifhf the prejudice 
which embittered the mind of Lady Mon- 
treville againft her* She lamented, when- 
ever flie deigjied to ippk of her, that the 
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laws of this country, unlike thofe of better 
regulated kingdoms, did not give people * 
of falhion pow^ to remove effedxially thofe 
who interferecj with their happinefs, or 
were inimical to their views. " If this lit- 
tle wretch/* faid (he, " was in France, 
it would not be difficult to put an end to 
the trouble (he has dared to give us. 

• 

A letter de cachet would cure the creature 
of her prefumption, and place her where 
her art and afFedtation (hould not difturb 
the peace of families of high rank." 
Lord Montreville heard thefe inveftives 
without reply, but not without pain. 

Augufta Delamere, who arrived in Berk^ 
ley-fquare the fame morning that Lady 
Montreville did, felt (till more hurt by her 
mother*s determined hatred to Emmeline, 
whom (he langui(hed to fee, and had never ' 
ceafed to love. 

Mifs Delamere inheriting all the pride of ' 
her mother, and adding to it a fufficient 
(hare of vanity and afFeftation of her own, 
had taken a dillike to the perfecuted Em- 
meline, if poffible more inveterate than • 

that 



I 
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that of Lady Montreville. The* flic had 
never feen her, flie detcfted her ; and ex- 
erted all her influence on her mother to 
prevent her being received into the family 
as her father's relation* Fitz-Edward had 
praifed her as the moft: interefl:ing woman 
he had ever feen. Mifs Delamerc had no 
averfion to Fitz-Edward ; and tho' he had 
never feemed fenfible of the honour flie 
did him, flie could notdiveft heifelf wholly 
of xhat partiality towards him, which made 
her heartily abhor any woman he feemed 
to admire. When to this caufe of diflike 
was added, what flie called the infolent 
prefumption of the animal in daring to at- 
tempt inveigUng her brother into the folly 
of marrying, flie thought flie might indulge 
all the rancour, envy, and malignity of 
her heart. 

. When Lady Montreville had read the 
letter, flie threw it down on the table con- 
temptuoufly. 

^^ It requires no anfwer,'* faid flie to the 
fervant who waited. 
The man left the room. 
YoL.lI. C ^^^e^. 
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*^ Well, my Lord,'* continued (he, ad- 
dreffing herfelf to her hufband, ^* what do 
** you intend to *do about this unhappy, in- 
** fatuatedboy ?" 

^* I really know not," anfwered his 
Lordftiip. 

1 will tell you then," refumed fhe— • 

Go to this girl, and let her know that 
" you will abandon her pennylefs ; force 
•^ her to accept the honour Mr. Rochely 
•^ offers her; and, by (hewing a little 
•^ (Irength of mind and refolution, break 
** thefe unworthy chains with which your 
*' own want of prudence has fettered your 
*« fon." 

^* It has already been tried. Madam, 
*' without fuccefs. Confider that if I am 
*' bound by no obligations to fupport this 
*^ young perfon, I am alfo without ^ny 
'^ power over her. To force her to marry 
*^ Mr. Rochely is impoflible. I have how- 
** ever her promife that (he will not enter 
*^ into any clandeftine engagement with 
** Delamere." 

^J Her promife !" exclaimed Lady Mon- 

trevilk. 
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trevillc. — " And are you weak enough, 
my Lord, to truft to the promife of an 
artful, defigning creature^ who feems to 
me to have already won over your Lord- 
(hip to her party ? What want of com- 
mon fenfe is this! If yoi^ will not 
again fpeak to her, and that tnoQ: deci- 
lively, I will do it myfelf ! Send her 
to me ! I will force her not only to tell 
me where Delamere has had the mean- 
nefs to conceal himfelf, but alfo oblige 
her to relinquifti the hopes fhe has the 
infolence to indulge.'* 
Mifs Delamere, who wanted to fee tlie 
wonderful creature that had turned her bro- 
ther's head, and who was charmed to think 
Ihe fhould fee her humbled and mortified, 
promoted this plan as much ^s poffible. 
Augufta, dreading her brother's violence, 
dared not, and Lord Montreville would 
not oppofe it, as he believed her Lady- 
Ihip's overwhelming rhetoric, to which he 
was himfelf frequendy accuftomed to give 
way, might produce on Emmeline the ef- 
kd: he had vainly attempted* Hfi xJaex^- . 

C2 i^t^ 
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fpre afked Lady Montreville, whether Ihe* 

really wiflied to fee Mifs Mowbray, a,nd 

when? 

*^ 1 am engaged to-morrpw," aiifwered* 

(he, '^ all day- But however, as (he is a* 
fort of perfon whom it w:iH be improper* 
to admit at any other time, . let her be 
here at ten o'clock in the morning. She: 
may come up, . before 1 breakf^i i^ta^ 
my drefling-room-" 

*' Shall I: fend one of the carriages for^ 
hec ?'^ enquired his Lordthip. : v 
"By no means,'* replied' the Lady. 
They will be all wanted. Let her bor- 
row a coach of the people (he lives with. I 
» fuppafe all city peaplejiow keep coachejs. . 
Or if (he. cannot do thax,, a hack may; 
he fed." Theo turning to. her woman, 

who . had j lift brought : her her. fnufF-boa:^ . 
♦ Br^aekley,'' faid ihe^/^ don't forget to or- ^ 
^ der the porter to. admit a young woman i 
^ who . will ; be • here to-morrow, at ten. 
^ o'clock ; tho' (he may perhaps come in a 
hack." 
Lord Montrevilk, who grew. every. hour 
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.more J uneafy sit Delamere's abfence, notv 
fet out in fearch of him himfclf. Ifc 
called at Fitz-Edward*s lodgings ; but he 
•svas not yet come to town, tho* hourly ex- 
pelled. His Lordfhip then went to Clap- 
ham, where he hoped to meet his fon ; but 
inftead of doing fo, Emmeline put into his 
hands the following letter — 

'^^ I intended to have feen you again to- 
** day ; but the pain I felt after our inter- 
'* view yefterday, has fo much difordcred 
^^ me, that it is better not to repeat it* 
^* Cruel 'Emmeline !*-^to gratify my fa- 
'* ther you' throw me from you without rc- 
** morfe, without pity. 1 (hall be the 
** viftim of his ambition, and of your falfe 
* ^ and miftaken ideas of honour. 

" Ah! Emmeline! will the fetisfedSlion 
^' that you fancy will arife from this chi- 
^ merical honour make you amends for the 
** lofs of fuch an heart as mine ! Yet 
^^ think not I can withdraw it from you, 
^* cold and erud as you are. Alas! it is 
** no longer in my powp:. But my pafy 

C 3 '' Sx^^^^ 
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*^ fions, the violence of which I cannoc 
^^ mitigate, prey on my frame, and will 
** conduft to the grave, this unhappy fon, 
*' who is to be facrificed to the curfed po- 
*' litics of his family. 

^* I cannot fee you, Emmeline, without 
** a renewal of all thofe fenfations which 
^* tear me to pieces, and which I know af- 
'* feft you, though you try to conceal 
** it. For a day or two I will go into 
** the country. Remember your fromife not 
^* to remove any where but to Mrs. Staf- 
** ford's ; and to let me know the day and 
** hour when you fet out. You plead to 
^^ me, that your promife to my father is 
^* f acred. I expeft that thofe you • have 
^^ paffed to me (hall be at leaft equally fa. 
*^ Farewel ! till we meet again. You 
**' kn&w that feeing you, and being permit- 
^^ ted to love you, is all that renders fup- 
*^ portable the exiftence of your unliappy 

'' F. D* 

*' This letter, my Lord,'* faid Emmelinc^ 
** was delivered by a porter. I fpoke to 

*^ the 
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^^ the man, and aiked him from whence 
'* he brought it ? He faid from a coffee^ 
** houfe at Charing-crofsJ 

** Did you anfwer it ?" 

^* No, my Lord," faid Emmeline, blufti- 
ing ; *M think it required no anfwer.** 

He then told her that Lady Montreville 
expefted to fee her the next day ; and 
named the hour* 

Emmeline, terrified as fhe was at the 
idea of fuch an interview, was forced to 
aflure him (he would be punflual to it ; and 
his Lordlhip took an hafty leave, flail hop- 
ing he might meet his fon. He was hardly 
gone, before another porter brought to 
Enmieline a- fecond letter: it was from 
Augufl:a Delamere. 

** At length, my dear EmmeHne, I am 
*' near you, and can tell you I fl:illlove 
** you; tho' even that fatisfadion I am 
** forced to fnatch unknown to my mother. 
*^ Oh, Emmeline! I tremble for your fitua- 
*' tion to-morrow. The dillike that both 
*' my mother and fifl:er have taken to you, 

C 4 - Ss. 
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•* is inconeeivable ; and I am afraid that 
*^ you will have a great deal of rudenefs 
** and unkindnefs to encounter. I write 
•' this to prepare you for it ; and hope that 
** your confcious innocence, and the gene- 
^* rofity with which you have afted, will 
fupport you, I have been taken to taik 
moft fevercly by my mother for my par- 
tiality to you ; and my filler, in her con^ 
*^ temptuous way, calls you my fweetfen- 
*** timental friend. To be fure my bro- 
-*' ther's abfence is a dreadful doing ; and 
"•' great allowances^re to be made for my 
^* mother's vexatiori ; tho' I own I do not 
fee why it Ihould prevent her being juft. 
I will try to be in the room to-morrow, 
** tho' perhaps I ihall not be permitted. 
** Don*t fay you have heard from me, for 
'** the world ; but be afTured I fhall always 
^* love you as you defer ve, and be moft 
'^l truly 

** your afFc6lionate and faithful, 

^ 

" A. Delam^re.*' 

^Berkky-fquarey Dec. 5. 
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EMM EUIN E had the convenience of 
Mrs. Afhwood's carriage, who agreed 
*to fet her down in Berkley-fquare. She 
^ was herfeif fitting for her pidhire ; and told 
^Mifs Mowbray fhe would fend the chariot 

* back for her when (he got to the houfe of 
' the painter. 

Exaftly at ten o'clock they arrived ^t 
the door of Lord Montreville; and^Em- 
meline, who had been arguing herfeif into 
fome degree of refolution as (he Went along, 
yet found her courage much lefs than (he 
thought (he (hould have occafion for ; and 
^ivith faultering fteps and trembling nerves 

* flie went up flairs. The man who conduc- 
ed her, told her that his Lady was not yet 
up, and defired her to wait in an anti- 
room^ which was fuperbiy furnilhed and 
covered with glalTes, in which Emmeline 
had Itifure to contemplate her pale and af- 
frighted countenance. 

C 5 "XV^ 
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The longer the interview was delayed 
the more dreadful it appeared. She dared 
not afk for Mife Augufta; yet, at every 
noUe flie heard, hoped that amiable girl 
was coming to confole and befriend her. 
But no Augufta appeared. A fervant came 
in, mended the fire, and went down again ; 
then Mifs Delamere's maid, under pretence 
of fetching fomething, took a furvey of her 
in .order to make a report to her miflxefs; 
and Emmeline found that fhe was an objedt 
of curiofity to the domefticks, who had 
heard from Millefleur, and from the other 
feiTants who had hccn at Swanfea, that this 
was the young woman Mr. Delamere was 
dying for. 

An hour and a half was now elapfed ; 
and poor Emmeline, jvhofe imagination 
had been bufied the wh^le time in repre-r 
fenting every form of iixfult and contempt 
with which (he explfted to be received, 
began to hope that Lady Montreville had 
altered her intention of feeing her. 

At length, however, Mrs. Brackley, her 
Ladyftiip's woman, was heard fpeaking 

aloud 
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aloud to a footman — ^Walter, tell that 
young woman Ihe may be admitted to fee 
my Lady, and (hew her up. 

Walter delivered his meffage ; and the 
trembling Emmeline with fome difficulty 
followed him. 

She entered the dreffing-room. Her 
Ladylhip, in a morning drefs, fat at a ta- 
ble, on which was a falver with coffee. 
Her back was to the door, where flood 
Mrs. Brackley ; who, as Emmeline, hefi- 
tating, feemed ready to (hrink back, faid, 
with a fort of condefcending nod, *^ There, 
** you may go in, Mifs." 

Enmieline entered; but did not ad- 
vance. 

Lady Montreville, without rifing or 
fpeaking, turned her head, and looked at 
her with a fcowling and difdainful counte- 
nance. 

^* Humph!" faid fhe, looking at her 
eldeft daughter, who fat by the fire with a 
newfpaper in her hand — ** humph !" as 
much as to fay, I fee no fuch great beauty 
in this creature. 

C 6 Mife. 
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Mifs Dekmere, whofe countenance wore 
a fort of difdainful fneer, ffniled in anfwer 
to her mother's humph ! and faid, 
*^ Would you have her fit down, Madam ?*' 

" Aye/^ faid Lady Montreville, turn- 
ing again her head towards Emmeline— 
^* You may fit down." 

There was a fofa near the door. Emme- 
line, hardly able to ftand, went to it. 

A filence enfued. • Lady Montreville 
fipped her coifee; and Mifs Delamere 
feemed intent upon the newfpaper. 

^' So V cried her Ladyfhip, *^ my fon 
** has abfented himfelf ! Upon my word, 
" Mifs What-d'ye-call-it, (for Mowbray I 
" don't allow that your name is) you have 

a great deal to anfwer for. Pray what 

amends can you ever hope to make to 

my Lord, and me, for the trouble you 
*^ have been the caufe of?'* 

*^ I fincerely lament it. Madam,'* an- 
fvvered Emmeline, forcingherfelf tofpeak'; 
" and do aflure you it has been on my 
*^ part nivoluntaiy." 

'^ Oh, no doubt on't. Your wonder- 

^* fbl 
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^^ ful beauty is the fatal caufe* You have 
^* ufed no art, I dare fay ; no pretty 
*^ finefle, learned from novels, to mvei- 
** gle a filly boy to his undoing.'* 

*^ If I had been difpofed. Madam, to 
*^ take advantage of Mr. Delamere's un- 
*^ happy partiality for me — " 

*^ Oh dear ! What you was coy ? You 
** knew your fubjeft, no doubt, and now 
*^ make a merit of what was merely a piece 
"^^ of art. I deteft fuch demure hypocrites ! 
^* Tell me,— why, if you are not difpofed 
*^ to take advantage of Mr. Delamcre's 
*^ folly, you do not accept the noble offer 
*^ made you by this' banker, or whatever 
** he is, that my Lord fays is worth above 
*^ an hundred thoufand pounds? The 
*^ reafon is evident. A little obfcure crea- 
** ture, bred on the Welch mountains, 
*^ and who was born nobody knows how, 
" does not fo eafily refufc a man of fortune 
'^ unlefs (he has fome other views. You 

would like a handfome young man with 

a title ! Yes ! you would like to hide 
^ your own obfcurity in the brilliant pedi- 
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«< gree of one of the firft families in Eu- 
*' rope. But know, prefumptuous girl, 
^* that the whole houfe (hall perifti e're it 
^* fhallthus be contaminated— know*'— — 
She grew inarticulate with paiSion ; pride 
and malignity feemed to choak her ; and 
(he (lopped, as if to recover breath to give 
vent to her rage. 

Mifs Delamere took the opportunity to 
fpeak— 

" Indeed child/' faid (he, " it is hurt- 
^* ing yourfelf extremely ; and I am really 
'* forry you (hould be fo deceived. Mjf 
'^ brother can never marry youi and as 
'^ Lord Montreville has brought you up, 
^* under the notion of your belonging to a 
" part of his family, we are really interefted, 
** my mother and I, in your not going 
*^ into a bad courfe of life. If you do not 
*^ marry this rich city-man, what do you 
^^ think is to become of you ?** 

" My Lord Montreville has been fo 
*^ good as to aflTureme,'* faid Emmeline— 
her words were fo faint, that they died 
away upon her lips. 

'' What 
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*' What does (he fay, Fanny ?*' alked 
Lady Montreville. 

^^ Something of my father^s having af- 
** fured her, Madam/* 

^^ Don't flatter yourfelf, girl/' refumed 
her Lady (hip, " don't deceive yourfelf. 
^' If you refofe to marry this man who of- 
** fers to take you, not one (hilhng Ihall 
*^ you ever receive from this family ; deter- 
*^ mine therefore at once ; fend to the per* 
V fon in queftion ; let him come here, and 
" let an agreement for a fettlement be di- 
*^ reftly figned between Lord Montreville 
" and him. Lord Montreville will in that 
^^ cafe give you a fortune. I will hear no 
** objeftion 1 I will have the affair clofed 
^^ this morning ! I will have it fo !'* 

Lady Montreville, accuftomed to undif- 
puted power in her own family, expefted 
from every body an acquiefcence as blhid as 
(he found from her tradefmen and fervants, 
who endured her ill-humour and gave way to 
her caprices. But (he forgot that Emmeline 
was equally unaccuftomed to her com- 
mands, and free from the neceflity of obey- 
ing 
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ling them. The gentleft and mildeft temper 
will revolt againft infolence and oppreflion ; 
-and the cnielty and unfemenine infultsfhe 
had received, concluded by this peremptory 
way of Forcing her into a marriage from 
xvhicli her whole foill recoiled, at length re 
ftored to her fome portion of that proper 
^fpirit and prefence of mind which had been 
•frightened from her. Confcious that (he 
•defePved hone of-thefe ungenerous infults, 
^^nd feeling heifdf fuperior to her who couTd 
• cruelly and wantonly infiidt them, flie re- 
gained her courage. 

^* If your Ladylhip has nothing more to 

^* fay^" faid (he, rifing, ** 1 fhallhave the 

*^ honour to wifh you a good morning ; for 

" I believe Mrs. Afhwood has been wait- 

** irig for me fome time.** 

" Don't tell me of Mfs. Aftiwood— but 
^^ tell me where is my fon ? Where is De 
*^ lamere ?" 

^^ I know not," anfwered Emmeline. 
^^ i have already told my Lord Montre- 
*^ ville that I am entirely ignorant.** 

" No- 
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^ Nobody believes it !** faid Mifs De- 
lamere. 

" I am forry for it/' replied Emmeline, 
cooly. ^^ If, however, I did know, it is 
^* not fuch treatment, Madam, that (hould 
** compel me to give any information/* 
She then opened the door and walked down 
flairs. A footman met her, whom ftie de- 
fired to enquire for Mrs. Alhwood's car- 
riage. Before the man could defcend to 
obey her, a violent ringing was heard. The 
footman faid it was his Lady's bell, and ran 
up to anfwer it ; while Emmeline* ftill de- 
scending, heard fomebody foftly calling 
her. She looked up, and faw Augufta De- 
lamere leaning over the bannifters ; (he put 
up her finger as if to prevent Emmeline's 
fpeaking, threw her a letter, and imme- 
diately difappeared. 

The fpirits of Emmeline were again 
greatly hurried by this tranfient view of her 
friend. She put the letter hafl:ily into her 
pockpt, and was got down into the hall, 
where (he fpoke to another footman to fee 
for her carriage ; but the man . whom (he 
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had met on the (lairs, now came to fay . his 
Lady muft fee her again. Emmeline an- 
fwered that (he had already made her (riend 
wait, and muft beg to be excufed returning 
to her Lady(hip this morning. The man 
however faid, that he dared not difobey his 
Lady, nor call up the chariot. 

Ennneline, alarmed at the idea of being 
detained, advanced towards the door, told 
the porter (who had not heard this dia- 
logue,) to open it, and walked refolutely 
into the ftreet. 

The two footmen followed her to the 
door ; but contented themfelves with look- 
ing after her, without attempting to ftop 
her. 

'^ She is pretty enough, however,** faid 
one to the other, ^^ to excufe our young 
" Lord.** 

" The devirs in*t if (he is not,** an- 
fwered the other. 

Emmeline heard this ; and between vex- 
ation at their impertinence, and fear of their 
following her, (he found her whole (brength 
again forfake her. 

She 
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She walked on however towards Charles- 
ftreet, looking round for Mrs. Afhwood's 
carriage, but could not fee it. She was 
totally unacquainted with the ftreets, where 
Ihe had never been on foot before ; but re- 
coUedtcd that flie might get an hackney-^ 
coach, which was the more neceffary, as 
fnow was falling faft , and hfr muflin cloaths 
were already wet almoft through. 

She was picking her way, ftill in fgme 
hopes of feeing the carriage, when an 
hackney coach pafled empty. Emmeline 
looked wilhfuUy towards it. The man flop- 
ped, and afked if (he wanted a coach ? She 
anfwered yes, as eagerly as if fhe had been 
afraid of a difappointment ; and hurrying 
into it, told the man. to drive to Clap- 
ham. 

Juft as he was mounting the box, ano- 
ther hack pafled, and a young officer who 
was in it looked earnefUy into that where 
Emmeline fat ; then calling to his driver 
to flop, he leaped out, and Emmeline faw 
Fitz-Edward at the door of her coach. 

'' Mifs Mowbray V faid he--" Is it 
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"'^ poffible ! alone and in this equipage, in 
** Berkley -fquare ! Where is Dekmere ?" 

Before Emmeline had time to anfwer 
him he had opened the coach door. 

** It fnows too much,*' faid he, ^' for a 
"^* comfortable conference, unlefs you will 
*^ give me leave to fit by* you ; where are 
" you going to ?" 

'' To Clapham,** anfwered Emmeline. 

" Oh ! take me with you,'" faid he. *^ I 
" have a thoufand things to fay to yOu.'* 

He gave ' her no time to refufe : but 
flinging half a crown to the man who had 
driven him, he got into the coach which 
fhe was in, and ordered the man to fhut 
the door and go where he had been di- 
reded. 

Emmeline was vexed at this incident, as 
flie was too uneafy to wi(h for the prefence 
of any one, and impatient to open the 
letter in her pocket. But Fitz-Edward was 
not eafily difeouraged; and poflefled, to- 
gether with perfetl good breeding, a for- 
tunate fort of aflurance with which nobody 
was ever long difpleafed. 

He 
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He enquired; after Mrs; Stafford with.ai 
degree pf intereft for which Enimeline fdt; 
inclined to love him. She related aU flbe 
Knew of her ; and her eyes re-ajOTumed thieir.' 
luftre, while (he told him how foon (b^ was- 
likely to fee her. He then renewed bi$ 
queftions about Dclamere. . 

Emmeline could not diflemble ; and in- 
deed faw in this cafe no reafon why fhe 
fliould. She therefore told him ingenuoufly 
all that had happened fince they met at 
Swanfea; mod of which he already knew 
from Delamere. He watched her looks 
however while (he was fpeaking ; and by her 
blulhes, her manner, and the foftnefs of her 
eyes, he thought he faw evidently enough 
that Delamere was no longer indifferent to 
her. Her indignation at the treatment fhe 
had juft received from his mother and fifter, 
dyed her qheeks with crimfon while (he re- 
lated it ; but when (lie returned to fpeak of 
Delamere, (he forgot her anger, and feemed 
to feel only pity and tendernefs. 

Fitz-Edward, a mod perfed: judge of 
female hearts, made his obfervauou^ ots. "aJJs. 
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this, with which he knew he Ihould moft 
efFedhially gratify his friend ; and in his in- 
linuatkig way, he faid all he could think 
of to encreafe her compaffion for her lover, 
and inflame her refentment againft thofe 
who impeded a union which he was pretty 
fure Emmelinc now wilhed for as well as 
Delamere. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 



WHEN they arrived at Clapham, 
Enimeline found Mrs, Aftiwood 
was not yet returned. 

Fitz-Edward entreated her to fing to 
him ; and either Avas, or pretended to be, 
in raptures at her improvement fince they 
had met in th^ fummer. 

About half an hour after four, Mrs. Alh- 
wood came in ; and throwing open the par- 
lour door, ajfced Emmeline, in no very 
fweet accent, " Why flie had given her 
^* the trouble to go in her carriage to 
'* Berkley-fquare, if (he intended going 
^^ home by any other conveyance ?** 

Mrs. Afhwood was fubjeft to caufelefs 
fits of ill-humour, to which Emmeline was 
a good deal accuftomed ; and concluding 
(he was now feized with fome fudden dif- . 
compofure of temper, mildly anfwered, 
*i That Ihe fuppofed there had been a mif- 
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^^ take ; for that the chariot did not come 
*^ for her at the appointed time." 

*^ Miftake!'* replied the other lady, 
(harply; " I don't know as to miftake; 
/* biit if you had chofen it, you might 
'* have ftaid dinner, with Lady Montrc- 
'' villc/* 

Emmeline, without feeming to attend to 
the afperity of the addrefs, defired to in- 
troduce Colonel Fitz- Edward. 

As this Ihort dialogue had pafled without 
Mrs. A(h wood's having entered the room, 
(he had not feen the ftranger, who now 
advanced towards her. 

The title of Colonel, added to his mili* 
taiy air and handfome figure, feemed to 
gain at once her, favourable opinion; and 
her countenance lofing the unpleafing ex^ 
preffion of ill-temper, immediately put on 
its bed fmile, and an affectation of foftnefs 
and complacencywithwliichlhe frequently 
adorned it. 

She feemed ta confider the handfome 

young foldier as a conqueft worthy all her 

ambition ; and finding he was the moft in- 

dwate friend of Delamere y had no appre- 
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henGon that his admiration would be di- 
verted by the youth and attractions of Em- 
meline. 

Fitz-Edward prefently underftood her 
charafter; and with admirable adroitnefs 
a6ted the part of a man afraid of being too 
rfiuch charmed. He caft an arch look at 
Emmeline ; then inade to the Lady of the 
houfe fome complim,ents fo extravagant, 
that only the weakeft vanity could prevent 
her feeing it's ridicule* But Fitz-Edward, 
who found in a moment that nothing was 
too grofs to be believed, fearlefsly repeated 
the dofe ; and before dinner came in, fhe was 
in the beft humour imaginable, and prefled 
him fo-earneftly to partake of it, that, after 
an apology for fitting down in his morning 
dilhabille, heconfented. ^ 

The fame unlimited flattery was conti* 
nued during dinner by Fitz-Edward, and 
received by the lady with the fame avidity j 
and Emmeline, tho' half-angry with him 
for the pleafure he feemed to take in 
making Mrs. Afhwood abfurd, could not 
help being amufed with the fcene. 

Vol. Ih D ^do\^ 
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Before their repaft ended, (he was fo 
much charmed with lier new acquaintance,, 
and To much longed to (hew him to her fe- 
male friends, and her otber admirers, that 
Ihe could not forbear preffing him to ftay 
to a card party, which flie was to have 
ia the evening. 

He loved the ridiculous ; and, influenced 
by a vanity as filly as that he delighted to 
expofe, he took pleafure in ftiewing how 
extremely abfurd he could make women 
appear, who were not on other occafions 
void of underftanding. Tho' he had really 
bufinefs with Lord Montreville, who had 
left feveral pielTages at his lodgings defiring 
to fee him, and was going thither when 
Emmeline met him, yet he accepted Mrs. 
Afhwood's invitation, on condition of be- 
ing allowed to go home to drefs. 

He was no fooner gone than (lie flew to 
her toilet, and Emmeline to a fecond pe- 
rufal of the letter flie had received from 
Augufta Dclamere. 

^M am forbidden to fee you, my deareft 

*^ Emmc- 



I 
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*^ Emmeline; and perhaps may not have' 
*^ an opportunity of giving you this. My 
^^ heart bleeds for you, my fweet friend. 
I fear my father will be prevailed upon 
wholly to abandon you. They are all 
inventing fchemes to force you into a 
marriage with that odd-looking old 
Rochely. He has been here once or 
twice, and clofetted with my father ; and 
part of the fcheme of to-day is, to perfuade 
you to dine here with him: But I am 
*^ almoft fure you will not ftay ; for unlefs 
^^ my mother can command herfelf more 
*^ before you than (he does when (he is 
^^ talking about you, I think you will be 
^* frightened away. I am certain, my 
*^ dear Emmeline, from what 1 have heard, 
^^ tho* they fay but Uttle before me, that 
*^ no endeavours will be omitted to drive 
^^ you to marry Rochely ; and that they 
will .perfecute you every way, both by 
perfuafions, and by diftreffing you. But 
^* be affured, that while Augufta Delamere 
*' has any tiling, you fhall (hare it. In- 
^^ deed I love you, not only as if you were 

Da ^^ xssNj 
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*' my fifter, but, I think, better. Ah ! why 
are there fuch unhappy impediments to 
your being really fo ? At prefent I forefee 
nothing but perplexity ; and have no de- 
p^ndance but on you. I know you will aft 
as you ought to do ; and that you will at 
laft prevail with Delamere to aft right too. 
Whoever loves you, cannot long perfift 
in doing ill ; and furely it is very ill 
done, and very cruel, for Delamere to 
make us all fo unhappy. I need not tell 
you to arm yourfelf with fortitude againft 
the attacks that will be made upon you. 



ti 
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^' You have more fortitude and refolution 
^* than I have. Situated as you have been, 
*^ I know not what / (hould have done ; 
*^ but I fear it would not have been fo 
\^ worthy of praife as the noble and difinte- 
refted part you have afted ; which, tho* 
unaccompanied with the thoufand ami- 
able qualities of heart a|id underftanding 
you poflefs, would e\ner command the 
" efteem and admiration of your faithful 
^' and affeftionate 

^^ Augusta Delamere." 

'' Do 
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*^ Do not wrke to me till you hear from 
me again; as I fhould incur great dif- 
pleafure if known to correfpond with 
you. 



» 



'' A. D. 



Charmed as Emmeline was by the tender 
folicitude and affedtionate fimplicity of her 
beloved friend, the plcafure this letter gave 
Jier was very much abated by learning that 
the domeftic infelicity of Lord Montreville's 
family fell particularly heavy on her. She 
iiow recoUefted what Mrs. Afliwood had 
faid on her firft entrance into the room, 
•when (he returned home ; and concluded 
from thence that (he had feen Lady Mon- 
treville, tho* her whole attention was fo im- 
mediately engrofled by the Colonel, that (he 
had no more named it. She therefore- 
grew anxious to hear what had been faid ; 
and her own toilet being very foon over, 
ihe fent to dcfire admittance to that of Mrs. 
Alhwood ; an receiving which, Ihe attended 
h^r, and begged to know whetlier (he 

D 3 tt^^ 
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had feen Lady Montreville, and what had 
pafled? 

Mrs. Afhwood was In fo happy a difpo- 
fition, that fhe hefitated not to oblige her ; 
and while fhe finiftied the important bufi- 
nefs- of accommodating a pile of black 
feathers, jet and crape, upon her head, 
" the mockery of woe" which (he did not 
even affed to feel, (he gave Emmeline the 
following account, interlarded with direc- 
tions to her woman. 

^' Why, my dear, you muft know that 
when I got to Gainfborough*s [more t$ 
the leff] he had unluckily a frightful old 
judge, or a bifhop, or fome tedious old 
*' man with him, and I was forced to wait : 
^* I cannot tell what pofTefTed me, but I 
^^ entirely forgot that I was to fend the 
'* chariot back for you. So the chariot 
^^ [fuf it a lit tie forwarder^ {bad. I thought 
.*^ the tirefome man, whoever he was, would 
^' never have gone ; however he went at 
** lafl [raife the lower curl] and then I foK 
l^ you cannot think how much the likenefs 

« is 
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*^ is improved ! So when I had done [give 






** me the f crap er -, here is foAie powder on my 
eye-brow'] I went away, thinking to call 
on you ; but as I went by Butler's, I 
remembered that I wMited fome pearl- 
coloured twift to finifh the purfc I am 
doing for Hanbury. I was almoft an 
hour matching k. WelU then I thought 
** as I was fonear Frivolite's door, I might 
** as well call and fee whether (he had put 
•* the trimming on the white bumbazeen, 
*^ as you know we agreed would be moft 
*^ the thing. There were a thoufand people 
*^ in the houfe ; you know there is never 
any poflibility of getting out of that 
creature's room under an hour/* [Oh f 
heaven ! thought Emmeline, nor is there 
any end to the importance you affix to 
trifles which interefl: nobody clfe.] ^* So, 
however, at lafl I got to Berkley-fquare, 
and {topped at the door. The man at 
the door faid you was gone. 1 thought 
that very odd, and delired another fer- 
vant to go up and fee, for I concluded 
** it \yas fome mifcake. After a mottvent. 

D 4 "" ^-t 
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or two, the footman came down again, 
and faid ifl was the Lady Mifs IVlow- 
bray lived with, his Lady defired I would 
walk up. Upon my word it is a noble 

*^ houfe ! When I got into die room, there 
was Lady Montreville and her daughters. 
Her Ladyfhip was extremely polite, in- 

** deed; and after fome difcourfe," * Mrs. 

* Afliwood,* faid (he, * you know Mifs 
^ Mowbray's fituation : I alTure you I fcnt 

* for her to day with no oth^r view iathe 

* world but for her own good, and you 

* know,' [" dear me! here is a pimple on my 

*' chin that is quite hideous; give me a pat ch.*^2 
^ you know that for her to refufe Mr* 

* Rochely is being abfolutely blind to her 

* own intereft ; becaufe you muft fuppofe, 

* Mrs, Afliwood, that (he is only deceiving 

* herfelf when (he entertains any thoughts 

* of my fon ; for that is a thing that never 

* can happen, nor ever (hall happen ; and 

* befides, to give my Lord and me all this 

* trouble, is a very ungrateful return to us 
^ for having brought her up, and many 
I other obligations (he has received at our 

* hands; 
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* hands ; and will be the ruin of herfelf ; 
^ and the greateft perverfenefs in the worlds 

* You, Mrs. Aftiwood, are, I hear, a very 

* fcnfibfe woman [where is the rouge iox?'] 

* and I dare fay, now yoti know how agi-ee- 
5 aWc it would be to me and my Lord to 

* have Mifs Emmeline come to her fenfes 
^ about Mr. Rochely, you will do your en- 

* deavours to perfaade her to aft reafbn- 
f ably; and then, tho' fbe has behaved 
^ very difrefpeftful and very ill, which is 
' only to be forgiven on account of her 
^ knowing no better, I (hall countenance 
^ her, and Co will my Lord.' '^ This wa^,^ 
^^ as near as I remember, Emmeline, what 
*^ my Lady faid to me. You know [the 
*« milk ofrofes is almoft oui\ you know I 
^* could not refufe to tell her I would cer- 
*• tainly talk to you. I was furprifed to 
** find herLadyfhip foobliging and affable^ 
** as you had told me fhe is reckoned fo 

very proud. She ordered her gentleman 
to give me a ticket for a rout and a fup- 
per her Ladyfhip gives on Tuefday three 
** weeks ; and fhe faid, that as (he did not 

D 5 ^^ e)w^>S^x 
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** doubt but that you would difcovcr your 
*' own intereft by that time, I (hould take 
*' one for you. Look you, here it is." 

*• I (hall be in Dorfetfhire, I hope, long 
*^ before Tuefday fe^nnight,*' faid Emme- 
line, laying the card coolly on the toilet* 
She found Mrs, Afhwood had nothing more 
material to fay; and being apprdienfive 
that (he impeded the laft finifti which her 
drefs and perfon required, {he thanked her, 
and went back into her own room. 

The eagemefs and refolution widi which 
Lady Montreville oppofed her fon's mar- 
riage, appeared from nothing more evi- 
dently, than from her thus endeavouring 
to folicit the afTiftance of Mrs. Afhwood^ 
and humbling herfelf to ufe flattery and 
infinuation towards a perfon to whom it is 
probable nothing elfe could have induced 
her to fpeak. With perfons in trade, or 
their connedions, or even with gentlemen, 
unlefs of very ancient and honourable fami- 
lies, ftie feldom deigned to hold any com- 
munication; and if flie had occafion to 
fpeak of them individually, it was generally 

under 
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under the appellation of " Mr. or Mrs. 
^^ I forget the name ;*' for to remember 
the particular diftindions of fuch inferior 
beings^ was a talk too heavy for Right 
Honourable intelledts. When (he fpoke of 
fuch colledtively, it was under the denomi- 
nation of *' the people, or the folks/' 

With that fort of condefcenfion that 
feems to fay, *^ I will humble myfelf to 
^^ your level," and which is in faft more 
infolent than themoft offenfive haughtinefs, 
her Ladyfhip had behaved to Mrs. Afh- 
wood ; who took it for extreme politenefs, 
and was charmed on any terms to obtain 
admiffion to the houfc of a woman of fuch 
high fafliion, and who was known to be fo 
very nice in the choice of her company. 

In return for fo much favour, fhe had 
been lavifh of her afllirances that (he 
would influence Mifs Mowbfay ; and came 
home, fully determined to talk to her 
fharply; believing too, that to m^ke her 
feel the prefent dependance and uncertainty 
of her fituation by forcing her to bear a fit 
of ill-humour, might help to determine her 

D 6 v^ 
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to embrace the affluent fortune that would 
fet her above it. This it was that occa- 
fioned her harih addrefs to EmmcKne ; 
whidi would have been followed by acri-^ 
monious refleftions and rude rcmonflrances, 
under the denomination of ** neceffary 
•^ truths and friendly advice,*' had not the 
prefence of Fitz-Edward, and his fubfe- 
quent errchaRting converfation, driven ali 
that Lady Montreville had faid out of her 
jnind, and left it open only to the delight- 
ful profpe6i: which his compliments and 
praifes afforded her. 

The company aflembled to cards at the 
ufiial hour. Rochely was among them; 
who had not feen Emmeline fince the re- 
jeftion of his propofal, with which Sir 
Richard Crofts was obliged to acquaint 
him, tho* he had foftened the peremptory 
terms in which it had been given. He had 
this evening adorned himfelf in a fuperb 
fuit of cut velvet of many colovirs, lined 
with fables; which tho* not in the very 
neweft mode, had been reckoned very 

magnificent at feveral city aflemblies ; /and 

he 
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he had put it on as well in honour of 
Lord Montreville, with whom he had 
dined, as in hopes of moving the perverfc 
beauty for whom be languifhed.^ But fo 
far was this difplay of clumfy affluence 
from having any efFeft on die hard heart 
of Emmeline,. that it rather excited her 
mirth. And when with a grave and folemn 
aiped: he advanced towards her, (he felt 
herfelf fo mudi difpofed to laugh at his 
figure, that (he was forced to avoid' him, 
and took refuge at the table, round which 
the younger part of the company afTembled 
to play. 

Mrs. Alhwood had fixed Fitz-Edward 
j^o that where (he herfelf prefided ; and 
where (he (at triumphantly enjoying his 
high-feafoned flattery; while her female 
competitors, hearing he was the fon of an 
IrUh Earl, and within three of being a 
-Peer himfelf, contemplated her fuppofed 
conqueft with envy and vexation, which 
they could not conceal, and which greatly 
added to her. fatisfadion. 

Several pcrfons were invited to ftay fup^ 
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per; among whom were Fitz-Erdward and 
Rochely. About half an hour before the 
card-tables broke up, a fervant brought a 
note to Emmeline, and told her that it re- 
quired an anfwer. The hand was Delar 



mere's. 



*^ For two days I have forborne to 
*^ fe^ you, Emmeline, and have en- 
*^ deavoured to argue myfelf into a 
*^ calmer ftate of mind ; but it avails 
** nothing ; hopelefs when with you, yet 
^* wretched without you, I fee no end to 
^^ my fufFerings, I have been about the 
*^ door all the eveliing; but find, by the 
*^ carriages, that you are furrounded by 
*' fapls and coxcombs. Ali ! Emmeline ! 
*^ that time you owe only to me ; thofe 
^* fmiles to which only I have a right, are 
^^ laviflied on them ; and I am left to 
** darknefa and defpair. 

^^ There is a door from the garden into the 
** ftable-yard, which opens into the fields. 
^^ As I cannot come to the houfe^where I 
*^ find there are people who would inform 

'' Lord 
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^^ Lord Montreville that I am ftill about 
** London,) for pity's fake come down to 
^* that door and fpeak to me. I aik only 
*^ one moment ; furely you will not deny 
*^, me fo fmall a favour, and add to the an- 
•* guifli which confumes me. I write this 
*^ from the neighbouring public-houfe, and 
'* wait your anfwer. 

*^ F. Delamere." 

Emmeline (huddered at this note. It 
was more incoherent than ufual, and feemed 
to be written with a trembling and uncer- 
tain hand. She had left the card-table to 
read it, and was alone in the anti-room ; 
where, while fhe hefitated over it, Rochely, 
whofe eyes were ever in fearch of her, fol- 
lowed her. She faw him not : but wholly 
occupied by the purport of the n^te, he ap- 
proached clofe to her unheeded. 

*^ Are you determined, Mifs Mowbray,'* 
faid he, ^^ to give me no other anfwer than 
" you fent fomewhat haflily to Lord Mon^ 
*^ treville, by my friend Sir Richard Crofts ? 
^ May I aik, are you quite determined ?** 
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^^ Qiite, Sir !*' .replied ihe, ftardng, wit&- 
out confidering and hardly knowing what 
flie faid ; but feeling he was at that moiiK«t 
more odious to her than ever, (he fnatched 
away the hand he attempted to take, and 
flew out of the room like a lapwing, 

Tl:^ difmayed lover (hook his head, fur- 
veyed his* cut velvet in the glafs, and 
ftroaked his point ruffles, while he was trying 
to recoiled his fcattered ideas. 

Emmeline, who had taken refuge in her 
bed-chamber, fat there in breathlefs uncer- 
tainty, and unable to determine what to do 
about Delamere. At length, (he concliided 
on de(iring Fitz-Edward to go down to 
him ; but knew not how to fpeak to the 
colonel on fudi a fubjedt before fo many 
witneffes, nor did (he like to fend for him 
out of the room. She rung for a candle^ 
and wrote on a flip of paper— 

** Delamere is waiting at a door which 

-** opens into the (ields, and infifts upon 

** fpeaking to mc. Pray go down to 

•^ him, and endeavour to prevail on him 

*^ to 
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** to return to his father, I can diink of 
*' no other expedient to prevent his en- 
*' gaging in fome ralh and improper at- 
^' tempt; therefore I befeec)i you to go 
•^ down/' 

When fhe had written this, fhe knew not 
how to deliver it ; and for the firfl: time in 
her hfe had recourfe to an expedient which 
bore the appearance of art and diffimula- 
tion. She did not chufe to fend it to Fitz- 
Edward by a fervant ; but went down with 
it herfelf ; and approaching the table where 
he was fettking his winnings— . 

" Here, colouei," (kid Ihc, " is the 
** cbarrarde you dcfired me to write out 
*^ for you/* 

" Gh ! read it colonel ; pray read it ;** 
cried Mrs. Afliwood, " I doat upon a cbar-'^ 
*^ rardeoidXl things in nature.*^ 
~ He anfwcred, that '^ he would referve it 
^* for a hon bwche after fupper." Then 
looking fignificantly at Emcr>eline> to fay 
he underftood and would oblige her, he 
ftrolled into the anti-room ; Emmelin€ fay- 
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ing to him, as he paffed her, that (he would 
wait his return in the parlour below. 

Fltz-Edward difappeared ; and Emme- 
line, in hopes of efcaping obfervation, 
joined the party of fome young ladies who 
were playing at a large table, and afFefted 
to enter into : their converfation* But (he 
really knew nothing tfiat was paffing ; and 
as foon as they rofe on finilhing their game, 
flie efcaped in the buftle, and ran down into 
the parlour, and in five or fix minutes Fitz- 
Edward found her there. 

He wore a look of great concern ; and 
laid down his hat as he came in, without 
feeming to know what he did. 

" Have you feen Mr. Delamere, Sir,** 
faid Emmeline. 

*^ Seen him !'* anfwered he; ** I have 
^^ feen him ; but to no manner of purpofe ; 
** his intellefts are certainly deranged; 
** he raves like a madman, and abfolutely 
*^ refufes to leave the place till he has 
f* fpoken to you.*' 

^^ Why will he not come in, then ?** faid 

Emmeline* 

^' Becaufe/* 
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«^ Becaufe/'faid Fitz-Edward, " Rochely 
is here,- who will relate it to that med- 
dling fellow. Sir Richard Crofts, and by 
that means it will get to his father. I 
faid everything likely to prevail on him to 
be more calm; but he will hear nothing* 
I know not what to do,** continued he, 

rifing, and walking about the room. *^ I 
am convinced Tie has fomething in his 
head of fatal confequence to himfelf. 
He protefts he will day all night where 
he is. In Ihort, he is in an abfolnte frenzy 
with the idea of Rochely^s fuccefs and 
his own defpair.** 
^^ You frighten me to death,'* faid Em- 

meline. ^^ Tell me, colonel, what ought I 

'' to do?*' 

^ Go to him,** returned Fitz-Edward ; 

*^ fpeak to him only a moment, and I am 
perfuaded he will be calm. I will go 
with you ; and then there can be nothing 

^^ wrong in it.** 

" I will go, then,** faid (he, rifing and 

giving Fitz-Edward her hand, which trcm- 

bled extremely. 






€S E M M E I. I N E, 

** But it is very cx)ld,*' remarked he : 
*^ had not ycu bettei' take a cloak ?** 

^* There is my long peliffe in the back 
'^ parlour/* 

Fitz-Edward fetched it, wrapt her in it, 
and led her down flairs ; and by a garden 
door, they reached a fort of back liable- 
yard, where rubbifti and ftable-litter was 
ufually thrown, and which opened into a 
bye lane, where the garden-wall formed a 
fuddcn angle, Pelamere received her with 
tranfport, which he tried to check ; and re- 
proached her for refofing to come down to 
him. 

Seizing the opportunity, as foon as he 
would give her leave to fpeak, fhe very 
forcibly reprefented to him the diflrefs of 
his family at his abfence, and the particular 
uneafinefs it inflicSaed on his fifler Augufta^ 

" I knew not,*' faid Dclamere, ^* that 
^^ Ihe was come home/* 

Emmeline told him fhe was, and related 

r 

the purport of her letter, and again be- 
fought him to put an end to the uncer- 
tainty and anxiety of his family. 
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Deiamere heard her with fome impa- 
tience ; and holding her hands in his, vehe- 
mently anfwered— -*^ It is to no purpofe 
^^ that my father either threatens or per- 
*^ fbades me. He has long known my re- 
folution ; and the unhappinefs which you 
fo warmly defcribe arifes folely from his 
and my mother^s own unreafonable and 
capricious prejudice— prejudice founded 
** in pride and avarice. I do not thmk 
myfelf accountable for diftrefs to which 
they may fo eafily put asn end* But as 
^ to Augufta^ who really loves me, I will 
'* write to her to make her eafy. Now 
** Emmeline, fince I have liftened to you, 
" and anfwered all you have to urge, hear 
^' . my final determination-— Jj^j^^» ftill con- 
** tinue firm in your chimerical and 
*^ romantic obftinacy, which you call ho- 
^^ nour, / go from hence this evenings 
•* never to return — you condemn me to 
" perpetual exile— you give me up to de- 
** fpair !" 

He called aloud, and a poft-chaife and 
four,which had been concealed by the projec- 
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tion af the wall^ attended by two fervants, 
drove round. *^ There," continued Dela- 
mere, " there is the vehicle which I have 
" prepared to carry me from hence. You 
** know whether I eafily relinquifh a refo- 
** lution once formed. If then you wifli 
to fave my father and mother from the 
anguifli of repentance when there will 
be no remedy — if you dejSre to fave 
^^ from the frenzy of defperation the bro- 
" ther of your Augufta, and to fnatch 
*^ from the extremity of wretchednefs 
*' the man who lives but to adore you, 
*^ go with me — go with me to Scot- 
« land!" 

Aftonifhed and terrified at the impetuo* 
fity with which he preffed this unexpected 
propofal, Emmeline would have replied, 
but words were a moment wanting. Fitz- 
Edward taking advantage of her filence, 
ufed every argument which Delamere Ijad 
omitted, to determine her. 

" No! no!" cried (he— "never! never! 
*^ J have pafTed my honour to Lord Mon- 

*• treville. 
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^^ treville. It is facred — I cannot, I will 
^* not forfeit it !'* 

" The time will come/' faid Fitz-Ed- 
ward, *^ believe me it will, when Lord 
*^ Montreville will not only be reconciled 
*^ to you, but" 

** And what (hall reconcile me to my- 
^* felf ? Let me go back to the houfe, Mr. 
** Delamere; or from this moment I 
*^ (hall confider you as having taken ad- 
*' vantage of my unprotefted ftate, and 

even of my indifcreet confidence, to offer 
i me the groffeft outrage. Let me go, 

Sir !" (ftruggling to get her hand from 
Fitz-Edward) *' Let me go ! Mr. Dela- 
^' mere.'* 

" What ! to be driven into the arms of 
'^ Rochely ? No, never, Emmeline ! never ! 
^* I know I am noi indifferent to you. I feel 
*^ that I cannot live without you ; nay, by 
•^ heaven I will not ! But if I fufFer this op- 
*^ portunity to efcape, I deferve indeed to 
" lofeyou." 

They all this while approached the chaife. 

Dela- 
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Delamere had hired fervants, whom he haid 
inftrufted what to do. They were^ ready 
at the door of the carriage. Emmeline at- 
tempted in vain to retreat. Delamere 
threw his arms around her ; and affif^ed by 
Fitz-Edward, lifted her into it with a fort 
of gentle violence. He leaped in after 
her, and the chaife was driven away in* 
ftantly. 

Fitz-Edward, to whom this fcene was 
wholly unexpected, returned to the com- 
pany he had left with Mrs. Al*hwood. He 
had not any notion of Delamere's defign 
when he went to him, but heartily concurred 
in it's execution ; and tho* he did not be- 
lieve Delamere intended to marry Emme- 
line, yet his morals were fiich, that he con- 
gratulated himfelf on the (hare he had had 
in pvitting her into his power, and went 
back with the air of a man vaftly fatisfied 
with the fuccefs of his exploit. 

^^ Goodnefs ! colonel," exclaimed Mrs. 
Afliwood, " fupper has been waiting for 
^^ you this half hour. Upon my word we 

^^ began 
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•* began to fufpeft that y«ou and Mifs Mow- 
^ bray were gone together. But pray 
^ where is (he ?" 

** Mifs Mowbray, Madam ! I reallyi 
^ have not been fo happy as to be of her 
^ party,** 

** Why, where in the world can (he be ?'* 
continued Mrs. Aftiwood. *' However, as 
^^ the colonel is com^ we will goto fupper. 
[The company were ftanding round the table.'\ 
*^ I fuppofe Mifs Mowbray will come 
*^ prefently; (he has a pretty romantic 
^^ notion of contemplatipn by moon- 
^* light." 

Supper, howevfer, was almoft over, and 
Mifs Mowbray did not appear. Mrs. 
Afhwood, engaged wholly by the gallant 
colonel, thought not of her; but Rochely 
remarked that her abfence was fomewhat 
lingular. 

" So it is I declare/' faid Mifs Galton ; 
*' do Mrs. Alhwood fend and enquire for 
*' her again.'* 

The chambers, the drawing-room, dref^ 
fing-room, clofets, and garden were again 
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fearched. Mifs Mowbray was not to be 
found ! Mrs. Aftiwood was alarmed— 
Rochely in difmay — and the whole com- 
pany confafedly broke up; each rett- 
ing with their feveral conjedtures on the 
fudden difappearance of the fair Emme-"^ 
iine« 
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CHAPTER IV. 



FOR fome moments after Emmeline 
found herfelf in the chaife, aftonifh- 
ment and terror deprived her of fpeech and 
even of recoUeftion, Wliile Delamere, 
no longer able to command his tranfports 
at having at length as he hoped fecured 
her, gave way to the wildeft joy, and con- 
gratulated himfelf that he had thus forced 
her to break a promife which only injuflicc 
he faid could have extorted, ^nd only 
timidity and ill-grounded prejudice have 
induced her to keep. 

" Do you then hope. Sir," faid Emme- 
line, *' that I (hall patiently become the 
^ viftim of your rafhnefs ? Is this the re- 
^ fpedt you have fworn ever to obferve to* 
** wards me ? Is this the protection you 
** have fo often told me I (hould find from 
^ you ? And is it dius you intend to atone 
^ for all the infults of your faaiily vrtvkiv^cra 

E 2 ^.Vwt. 
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** have fo repeatedly protefted you would 
*' never forgive ? by inflifting a far greater 
" infult ; by ruining my charafter ; by de- 
grading me in my own eyes ; and forcing 
me either to violate my word folemnly 
^[ given to your father, or bQ looke4 Mpea 
as a loft and abapdoned crearture,, un- 
done by your inhuman art. I muft . now^ 
indeed, feem to deferm your nipther'ss 
^' anger, and the fcorn of your lifter; and 
*^ muft be fuppofed every way wretqhed 
*' and contemptible/* . 

A ftiower of tears fell from hex eyes, and 
her heart feemed burfting with the pain thefe 
cruel refiiedtions 'gave her, 

Delamere, by all the foothing tenderneff 
of perfualion, by all the rhetoric of ardent 
paffion, tried to fub4u€ her anger, and 
filence her fcruples ; but the more her mind 
dwelt on the circumftanqes of her fituation, 
the more it recoiled frcim the neceffity of: 
e;iteririg under fuch compulfion into an inr . 
diflbluble engagement. The raOi violence 
of the mcafure wliich had put her in Delar. 
mere's power, while it convinced her of his^ 

paffion. 



THE OllPHAN O* THE CASTLE. ^7 

'fiaflioft, y^t told her, that a man who would 
hazard every thing for his owh gratification 
'liow, would hardly hereafter fubmit to any 
reftraint ; and thiat the bonds in which he 
Was fo eager to engage, would with equal 
Violence be broken, when any new face 
'ftibuld inake a hew impreffion, or when 
*tlfife had difnihilhed the influence of thofe 

s, 

*dttra6liohs ihat how enchanted him. 

Formed of the fofter elements, and with 
k fhirid calculated for feleft friendfhip and 
clom^ftic felicity, rather than for the tumult 
'bf'fafhionable life and the parade of titled 
'ftiagnificehce, lEmmeline coveted not his 
rank, nor valued his riches. No woman 
perhaps can help having fome regard for a 
;ttian, who fhe knows ardently and fincerely 
*l6Ves her ; and Emmelihe had felt all that 
%v% of wcaknefs for Delamere ; who in the 
Tblodfn of life, with fortune, title., perfon 
ainA talents tliat might have commanded 
the lovelieft and moft affluent daughter of 
p'rofpertty, had forfaken every thing for 
her, and even fecluded himfelf 'from the 
companions of his former pleafures, and the 
indulgences his fortune and rank afforded 

E 3 Vvcs\^ 
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him, to pafs his youth in unfuccefsfid en- 
deavours to obtain her. 

The partiahty this confideration gave 
her towards him, and the favourable com.- 
parifon (he v/as perpetually making between 
him and the men fhe had feen (ince hex 
refidence near London^ had created in her 
bofom a fentiment warmer perhaps thaa 
friendfliip ; yet it was not that violent love^ 
which carrying every thing before it, leaves 
the mind no longer at liberty to fee any 
fault in the beloved objeft, or any impro^ 
priety in whatever can fecure it*s fuccefs^ 
and which, fcoming future confequence^, 
riiks every thing for it's prefent indul- 
gence. 

Still ardefs and ingenuous as whdn fhc 
firft left the remote caftle where (he had 
been brought up, Emmeline had not been 
able to conceal this affe(flion from Dela- 
mere. Her eyes, her manner, the circum- 
jftance of the pi6hire, and a thoufand namcr 
kfs inadvertences, had told it him jtc- 
peatedty ; but now^ when he feemed to have 
taken an ungenerous advantage of that re- 

^ard^ 
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gard, it loft much of it*s force, arid refent* 
ment and difdain fucceeded. 

Delamere tried to appeafe her by pro^* 
teftations of inviolable refped, of eternal 
efteem, and unalteVable love. But there 
was fomething of triumph even in his hum- 
bleft entreaties, that ferved but to encreafe 
the anger Emmeline felt ; and fhe told him 
that the only way to convince her he had 
for her thofe fentiments he pretended, was 
to carry her back immediately to Mr^v 
Alhwood^is, or rather to Lord Montreyille, 
there to acknowledge die attempt he had 
made, and that it's failure had been folely 
owing to her determined adherence to her 
word* 

Delamere, prefuming on his afcendancy 
over her, attempted to intereft her paffions 
rather than tranquillize her reafon. He re- 
prefented to her how great would be her 
triumph when he prefented her as his wife^ 
to the imperious Lady Montrcville, who 
had treated her with fo much unmerited 
fcorn, and fet her above the haughty Fanny 

E 4 Dela^ 
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Delamere, who had infulted her with fan- 
cied fuperiority. 

But Emmeline had in her breaft none of 
thofe paffions that find their gratification in 
Jaumbling an ^nemy. Too generous for 
jevenge ; too gentle for premeditated re- 
sentment ; ftie faw thefe circumftances in a 
very different light, and felt that fhe (hould 
be rather mortified than elated by bemg 
forced into a family who wifhed to reje<9: 
her. 

Sir Richard Crofts, the objeft of Dela- 
niere^s hatred and deteftation, was the fub- 
jedt of thofe acrimonious rcfledtions that his 
refpcd: for his father and mother prevented 
his throwing on them. The influence of 
this man had, he faid, made Lord Mon- 
treville deaf to the voice df nature, and for- 
getfiil of his own honour ; while he was 
plunged into the dark and difcreditable 
labyrinth of political intrigue, and acquired 
an habit of fubterfiige and duplicity un- 
worthy a nobleman, a gentleman, or a 
^ian« 

Emme- 






THE ORPHA^N OF THE CASTLE. 8l 

Emmeline cared nothing about Sir 
Richard Crofts, and could not enter into 
the bitternefs of his refentment towards 
him. Nothing he had yet been able to 
urge had fliaken her refolution not to be- 
come his wife, even tho' he (hould oblige 
her to go with him into Scotland. 

The ruder paflions of anger and refent- 
ment had no influence over her mind. 
While he argued with warmth, or ran into 
reproaches, Emmeline found fhe had 
nothing to fear. But tho' he could not 
Toufe her pride, or awaken her diflike 
againft his family, but rather found them 
Tccoil on himfelf ; he hoped in that fenfibi- 
lity of temper and that foftnefs of heart to 
which he owed all the attention flie had. 
ever (hewn him, he (hould find a fure re- 
fource. In her pity, an advocate for his 
fault—in her love, an inducement not only 
to forgive but to reward him. 

And when he pleaded for compaflion 
and forgivenefs, the heart of Emmeline felt 
itfelf no longer invulnerable. But againft 
this dangerous attack (he endeavoured to 

E 5 i^t<&^ 
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fortify that fenfible heart, by confidering 
the probable event of her yielding to it. 

" If I marry Delamere contrary to the 
confent of his family, who (hall affure 
me that his violent and haughty fpirit will 
bear without anguifh and regret, that inr- 
ferior and confined fortune to which his 
father's difpleafure will condemn him? 
His love, too ardent perhaps to laft, will 
decline ; wliile the inconveniences of a nar- 
row fortune will encreafe ; and I, who (hall 
be the caufe of thefe inconveniences, fhall 
aHb be the vidim. He will lament the in- 
fatuation which has eftranged him from his 
family, and thrown him, for fome years at 
leaft, out t)f the rank in which he has been 
ufed to appear; and recovered from the 
delinum of love, will behold with coldnefa, 
perhaps with hatred, Ker to whom he will 
impute his diftreffes. To whom can I then 
appeal ? Not to my own heart, for it will 
condemn me for fuffering myfelf to be pre- 
cipitated into a meafure againft: my judg- 
ment ; nor to his family, who may anfwer, 
*^ thy folly be upon thine own head ;'* and 
J have no father, no brother to confole and 
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receive me, if he fliould drive me froi^ 
him as impetuoufly as now he would force 
me to be his. 1 (hall be deprived even of 
the melancholy confolation of knowing I 
have not deferved the negledt which I fear 
1 fhall never be able to bear. But if my 
fteady refufal now, induces him to return, 
it is poflible that Lord MontreviUe, con- 
vinced at once of my adherence to the pro- 
mife given him, and of the improbability 
of Delamere's defifting, may confent to re- 
ceive me into his family ; or if the inveterate 
prejudice of his wife ftill prevents his doing 
fo, 1 fhall furely regain his confidence and 
efteem. He will not refufe to confider me 
as his brother's daughter, and as fuch, he 
will enable me to pafs my days in eafy 
competence wiiii Mrs. Stafford ; a profpeft 
infinitely preferable in my eyes to the 
fplendid vifions offered me by Delamere, 
if they cannot be realized but at the expence 
of truth and integrity.*' 

Confirmed in her determination by re- 
fleftions like thefe, Emmeline was able to 
hear, without betraying any fymptoms of 

E 6 ^J^^ 
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' Ihc emotion (he fdt, the animated and paf- 
fionate proteftations of her lover. She af- 
fumed all the coldncfs and referve xvhich 
his headlong and inconfiderate attempt de- 
ferved. She told him that his want of re- 
fpe6t and confidcration had forfeited all the 
claim he might otherwife have had to her 
regard and efteem ; that (he certainly 
would quit him the moment (lie was able ; 
f nd that tho' (he might not be fortunate 
enough to do fo before they reached Scot- 
land, yet it would not be in his power to 
compel her to be his wife. 

Delamere for fome tinie imputed this 
language to fudden refentment; and again 
by the humbled fubmiflions fought to ob- 
tain her forgivenefs and to excite her pity. 
But having nearly exhaufted her fpirits by 
whatlhe had already faid, (he gave very 
little reply to his entreaties. Her filence 
was however more expre(five than her words. 
She took from him her hand, as often as 
he attempted to hold it, and would not 
fuffer him to wipe away the tears that fell 
from her eyes j while to his arguments and 

per- 
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perfuafions fhe coldly anfwered, when fhe 
anfwered at all^ ^^ tbatjhe was determined:** 
and diey arrived at Bamet before he had 
obtained the fmallefl: conceillon in his fa- 
vour. 

Delamere had undertaken this enterprize- 
rather in defpair, than from any hope of it's 
fuccefs, fince he did not believe Emmeline 
would come out to him when he requefted 
it ; and had fhe been either alone, or only 
with Mrs. Afhwood, (he certainly had not 
done it. Chance had befriended him in 
collefting a room full of company, and flill 
more in fending Rochely among them. His 
abrupt approach while (he read Delamere*s 
note, had hurried her out of her ufual pre- 
fence of mind ; and Fitz-Edward, whom 
mere accident had brought to Mrs. A(h- 
wood's houfe, and whom (he had taken 
with her in hopes of his influencing Dela- 
mere to return to his father, had contri- 
buted to her involuntary error. 
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CHAPTER V, 



DE LA MERE had taken no precau- 
tion to fecure horfes on the road ; and 
it was not till after waiting fome hours that 
he procured four from Barnet. When they 
arrived there, it was paft one o'clock ; and 
Emmeline, who had gone thro' a very 
fatigueing ^ay, and was now overcome 
v^ith the terror and alarm of being thus 
haftily fnatched away, could hardly fit up. 
She was without an hat ; and having no 
change of cloaths, urged the inconvenience 
fhe muft endure by being forced to go a 
long journey fo fituated^ She wifhed to 
have flopped at the firft ftage; but Dela- 
mere thought, that in her prefent temper 
to helitate was to lofe her. He confented 
however to go for a moment into the houfe, 
where, while he gave a fervant orders to 
go on to Hatfield to befpeak four horfes, 
llie drank a glafs of water} and then De- 

lamere 
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kmere intreating her to return to the chaife, 
(he complied^ for there was nobody vifiblc 
at the inn but the maid and oftler ; and 
(he faw no likelihood of any afliftance, had 
(he applied for it. 

They haftened with great expedition to 
Stevenage ; but before they reached that 
place, Emmeline, who had ceafed either £6 
remonftrate or complain, was fo entirely 
overwhelmed and exhaufted, that (he could 
no longer fupport herfelf. 

His fears for her heahh now exceeded 
his fears for lofing her, and he determined 
to (lop for fome hours ; but when (he made 
an effort to leave the chaife (he was unable, 
and he was obliged to lift her out of it. 
He then ordered the female fervants to be 
called up, recommended her to their care, 
and entreated her to go to bed for fome 
hours. 

Long darknefs and exceffive weeping haid 
almoft deprived her of fight; her whole frame 
was finking under the fatigue (he had un- 
dergone both of body and mind ; and un- 
able 
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«fcl% to >iteT5g^6 lounger againft' it, Qit lay 
da^^ m I'rta- dorfths, defiring one of the 
Ittdds to 'fe by ket. 

JDcto^ftd!^ <:atn^ to tfee 'door of the room 
to enquire how fhe did. The woman told 
lilrft ^ivfclfl: th^ had Ireqiidfted ; and defiring 
they ^<jpcAS. obey heir in every thing, and 
fceep her as quiet ^s poflible, he went not 
to t^epofe hiftifelf^ but to write to Fitz-Ed- 
ward. 

Dear George, 

^* While my Jingeiic EmmeUne fleeps, 
^* I, who 4m too happy to fleep myfelf, 
*^ writje to defire you will go to Berkley- / 
^^ fiquare and keep the good folks there 
*^ from expofing ihemfelves, or making a 
** great buftle about what has happened, 
*^ whicfe they will foon know. As my 
** Lord has long been prepoflefled with *" ., 
^* the idea of a Scottifli jaunt, it is very 
** iikely he may attempt to purfue us. Say 
** what you will to put fuch plans out of 
** his head. I (hall be in London again, 

« in 
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•* in a very Abort time. Farewell, dear 
^* George. 

^' Your's, ever, 

" F. D.*' 

Emmeline in the tnean time fell into a 
lleep, but it was broken and interrupted. 
JHer fpirits had been fo thoroughly difcom- 
pofed, that reft was driven from her. She 
dozed a moment; then fuddenly ftarted 
up, forgot where fhe was, and looked wildly 
round the room. An half-formed recol- 
leftion of die events of the preceding day 
then feemed to recur, and fhe befought the 
maid who fat by her to go to Mr. Delamere 
and tell him fhe mufl be direftly carried to 
Mrs. Stafford's; and having faid this, and ' 
•fighed deeply, fhe funk again into fhort in*- 
fenfibility . 

Thus pafl the remainder of the night ; 
and before feven in the morning Delamere 
was at the door, impatient to know how fhe 
had tefled. 

The maid admitted him, and told him, 
in a low voice, that the Lady was in a 
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quieter fleep than flie had been the whole 
night. He foftly approached the bed, and 
ftarted in terror when he faw how ill (he 
looked. Her cheek, robbed of it's bloom, 
refted on her arm, which appeared more 
bloodlefs than her cheek ; her hair, which 
had been drefled without powder, had 
efcaped from the form in which it had been 
ac^uftcd, and half concealed her face in 
difordered luxuriance ; her lips, were pale, 
and her refpiration ftort and laborious. 
He flood gazing on her a moment, and 
then, ftiocked at thefe fymptonis of indifpo- 
fition, his rapid imagination immediately 
magnified them all. He concluded (he 
was dying ; and in an agony of fear, wliich 
deprived him of every other idea, he took 
up in breathlefs, apprehenfion her other 
hand, which ky on the quilt. It was hot^ 
and dry ; and her pulfe feemed rather to 
flutter, than beat againft his preflure. 

His moving her hand awakened her. 
She opened her eyes; but they had loft 
tlieir luftre, and were turned mournfully to- 
wards him. 

'' bek"^ 
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^^ Delamere," faid fhe, in a low and 
tremulous voice, ^^ Delamere, why is aU 
^' this ? I believe you have deftroyed me ; 
'^ my head is fo extremely painfuL Oh ! 
^' DeUmere— this is cruel ! — very cruel !^** 

'* Let me go for advice,'* cried he, 
eagerly. " Wretch that I am, what will 
*' now become of me !'* 

He ran down Hairs; and Emmelinc 
making an effort to recover her recollec- 
tion, tried to fit up ; but her head was fo 
giddy and confufed that it was not till after 
feveral attempts (he left the bed, even with 
the afliftance of the fervant. She thea 
drank a glafs of water; and defiring to have 
more air, would have gone to the window, 
but could only reach a chair near it, where 
(he fat down, and throwing her arm on a 
table, refted her head upon it. 

In a few moments Delamere returned 
Aip ftairs. His wild looks, and quick, half- 
formed queftions,. explained what pafled in 
his. mind. 

She told liim faintly (he was better. 

^^ Shall I bring up a gendeman to fee 

^^ you 



^' yOii Who I art! aflltred rs able in his 
^* ptofeflion ? 1 fe^r you are very ill/* 

Sheahfwerfcd, ^' no!^' 

'*' Pray fuffer him to cOfne; te Will give 
y you fomething to relieve your he^d*" 

'' No V' 

^' Do ndt, Eirtm^litre — do not, I conjuf e 
*^ you, refiife me this iFavbar'?*' 

He took her hand ; but When he found 
lioW fSr/erifti ftie was, he ftarted away, cry- 
ing—" Oh ! let him, let hiiti come ! " 

He ran down ftairs to fetch him, ^n^ 
tcturtied inftatitly with the apoiheciaty ; a 
fenfible, well-behaved itian, of fifty, whoft 
appearimce indicated feeling and judge- 
ment. He approached Emmeline, who ftill 
fat with 'her head reclined on the table, and 
felt her pulfe* 

*• Here is too much fever ifideed, Sir,^ 
•faid he ; ^' the young lady has been 
*^ greatly hurried/' 

^^ But -whatt— what is to ddne, Sir?'* faid 
Delamere, eagerly interrupting him. 

^[ Quiet feerns abfolutely neceflary. Par- 

" don 
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*^ don me> Sir ; but unlefs I know yout 
'^ fituation in regard to her, I cannot pof-. 
'' fibly, advife/' 

** Sir>" f^id Emmeline, who had been, 
filent rather from inability to contend, 
than, frpna unconfcioufnefs of what mkls 
paffing round her — " if ypw qould prevail 
** with Mr. Delaoiere tp rdlore me to 
" my friend^*'— 

" Come with me, Sir," cried Delamere ;. 
" let me fpeak to you i^i another room/' 

When they were alone^ he conjured Mr. 
Lawfon to tell hiqi what he thought of the. 
lady? 

*^ Upon my word. Sir, (he is in a very, 
" high fever, and it feems to be occafioned 
^* by extreme perturbation of fpirits and* 
*^ great fatigue* Forgive me, Sir^ if I.aik. 
*' what particular circumftance has been 
*^ the caufe of the uneafinefs under which 
^* (he appears to labour ? If it is any little 
*^ love quarrel you cannot too foon adjuft 
•^ it." 

Delamere flopped his conjedures, by.; 
telling him who he was j and gave him in 
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a few words the hiftory of their expedi- 
tion. 

Mr. Lawfon protefted to him that if (he 
vfras hurried on in her prefent ftate, it would 
be (urprifing if (he furvived the journey. 

*' She {hall ftay here then/' replied De- 
hmere, ^' till {he recovers her fatigue." 

*^ But, Sir," enquired Mr. Lawfon, " after 
** what you have told me of your father, 
** have you no apprehenfion of apurfuit?" 

His terror at Emmeline's immediate 
danger had obliterated for a moment every 
other fear. It now recurred with redoubled 
violence. He remembered that Rochely 
was at Mrs. Afhwood's on the evening of 
Emmeline's departure; and he knew that 
from him Sir Richard Crofts, and confe- 
quently Lord Montreville, would have im- 
mediate intelligence. 

He {Iruck his hands together, exclaim- 
ing, ^* She will be every way lofl !— 
^ lo{l irretrievably! If my father over- 
*^ takes us, (he will return with him, and I 
** {hall fee her no more ! " 

He now gave way to fuch unbounded 

paflSoOi 
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paflion, walking about the room^ and ftrik-' 
mg his forehead, that Lawfon begjan to be- 
Keve his intelledts were as much deranged 
as the frame of the fair fufferer he had left. 
For fome moments he attended to notliing ; 
but Mr. Lawfon, accuftomed to make al- 
lowances for the difeafes of the mind as 
well as thofe of the body, did not lofe his 
patience; and at length perfuaded him to 
be calmer, by reprefenting that he wafted 
in fiuitlefs exclamation the time which 
might be employed in providing againlt the 
apprehended evil. 

^' Good God ! Sir,'* cried he at length, 
y what would you have me do ?** 

*^ What I would earneftly recommend, 
'^ Sir, is, that you quiet the young lady's 
*' mind by telling her you will carry her 
** whither ftie defires to go ; and at prefent 
** deflft from this journey, which 1 really 
*^ believe you cannot profecute but at the 
*' hazard of her life ; at prefent, farther 
** agitation may, and probably will be 
^ fatal." 

1^ And fo you advife me to let her ftay 

« tiU 
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^^" till my father comes to te^ her from mc 
*^ for ever ! or cany her back by the fame 
*^ road, where it is probable he will meet 
^f me ? Impoffible ! impoffible!-*but is flie 
^* really fo very ill ?^' 
' " Upon my life (he is at this moment in 
*^ a high fever. Why (hould Ideceive 
** you ? Truft me, it would in my opi- 
*^ nion be the height of inhumanity to 
** carry her into Scotland in fuch a fitua' 
^* tion, if you love her." 

^^Ifl love her. Sir !** cried Delamere, 
half frantic—** talk not of // I love her ! 
•* Merciful heaven !-^you have no idea, 
** Mr. Lawfon, of what I fufFer at this mo- 
" ment!" 

" 1 have a perfedb idea of your diftrcfs, 
^' Sir ; and wifli I knew how to relieve it. 
** Give me a moment^s time to confider ; 
^* if indeed the young lady could*^-— 

** What, Sir ? fpeak !-^hink of fome- 
« thing!'' 

** Why I was thinking, that if (he is 
** better in a few hours, it might be poffible 
** for you to take her to Hertford> where 

'' Oxc 
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^^ ftie may remain a day or two, till (he is 
** able to go farther. There you would 
^^ be no longer in danger of purfuit ; and 
•* if (he ftiould grow worfe, which when 
^^ her mind is eafier I hope will not happen, 
^^ you will have excellent advice. Per- 
^* haps, when the hurry of her fpirits fub- 
^^ fides, (he may, fincc this has happened, 
5^ confent to purfup the journey to the 
^^ North; or if not, you can from thence 
** carry her to the friends (he is fo defirous 
^^ of being Vfiihj und avoid the rifk of 
•^ meeting on the road thofe you are fo 
•* anxious to ftiun." 

Tho* Delamere c?ould not think, without 
extreme reludancp, of relinquilhing a 
fcheme in which he had thought himfelf fe- 
cure of fuccefs ; yet, as there was no alterna- 
tive but what would be fo hazardous to the 
health of Emmeline, he was compelled to 
accede to any which had a probability of 
reftoring it without putting her into the 
hands of his father. 

Mr. Lawfon told him it was only fifteen 
miles from Stevenage to Hertford — '* -But 
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*^ how," faid he, *' will you, Sir, prevent 
*' your father's following you tliither, if he 
*' fhould learn at this place that you ^e 
*' gone there?'* 

' Delamere was wholly at a lofs. But Mr. 
Lawfon, who feemed to be fent by his good 
genius, faid — ** We muft get you from 
*^ hence immediately, if Mifs Mowbray is 
** able to go. You Ihall pafs here as my 
** vifitors. You (hall direftly go. to my 
** houfe, and there, be fupplied with horfes 
** from another inn. This will at leaft 
** niake it more difBcult to trace your 
** route; and if any enquiry ihould be 
*^ made of me, I (hall know what to fay/* 

Delamere, catching at any thing that 
promifed to fecure Emmeline from the pur- 
fuit of Lord Montreville, went to her to 
enquire whether flie was well enough to 
walk to Mr. Lawfon's houfe. 

He found her trying to adjuft her hair ; 
but her hands trembled fo much, it was with 
diffiailty (he could do it. He defired her 
to difmifs the maid who was in the room; 
then throwing himfelf on his knees before 

her. 
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her, and taking her burning hands in his, 
he faid— ** Arbitrefs of my deftiny — my 
** Enmieline ! thou for whom only I exift ! 
*^ be tranquil— I befeech you be tranquil ! 
** Since you determine to abide by your 
*^ cruel refolution, I will not, I dare not 
** perfift in a&ing you to break it. No, 
*' Emmeline ! 1 come only to entreat that 
^^ you would quiet your too delicate mind ; 
*^ and difpofe of me as you pleafe. Since 
*^ you cannot refolve to be mine liow, I 
** will learn to fubmit — I will try to bear 
^^ any thing but the feeing you unhappy, or 
** lofing you entirely ! Tell me only that 
** you pardon what is paft, and you (hall 
*' go to Mrs. Stafford's, or whitherfoever 
^< you will.'' 

Emmeline beheld and heard liim with 
aftoniihment. But at length comprehend- 
ing that he repented of his wild attempt, 
and would go back, (he faid haftily, as ihe 
arofe from her chair-^^' Let us go, then, 
*^ Delamere ; let us inftantly go. Thank 
'^ God, your heart is changed ! but every 
^* hour I continue with you, is an addv- 
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" tional wound to my charadler and my 
*^ peace/* 

She attempted to reach her cloak, but 
could not ; her ftrength forfoolc her ; her 
head became more giddy ; fhe ftaggered, 
and would have fallen, had^ not Delamefe 
caught her in his arms, and fupported her 
to the chair (he had left. 

" Hurry not yourfelf thus, my TLmme- 
** line,'* cried he ; '' in mercy to me try 
** to compofe yourfelf, and fpare me the 
^^ fight of all this terror, for which believe 
** me you have no reafon/* 

He fat down by her; ahd drawing 
her gently towards^ him, her languid head 
repofed pn his (houlder, and he contem- 
plated, in filent anguifh, the ravage which 
only a few hours fevere anxiety had made- 
on that beauteous and expreflive counte- 
nance. 

He called to the maid, who waited in the 
next room, and defired her to fend up Mr. 
Lawfon ; before whofe entrance a Ihower 
of tears, the firft fhe had fhed for fome 

hours. 
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hours, a little relieved the full heart of Em- 
meline. 

Mr. Lawfon defired Delamcre would not 
check her tears ; and in a friendly and con- 
folatory manner told her what Delamere 
propofed to do. Emmeline, after this ex- 
planation, was ftill more anxious to depart ; 
but Mr. Lawfon greatly doubted whether 
fhe wa3 able. 

** I can walk, indeed I can," faid ftie^ 
** if you will each lend me an arm." 

Mr. Lawfon then gave her a few drops 
in a glafs of water, which feemed to revive 
her ; an,d Delamere wrapping her carefully 
in her cloak, they led her between them to 
a neat brick houfe in the town, where Mrs* 
Lawfon, a matron-like and well-behaved 
woman, and her daughter, a genteel girl of 
twenty, who had been apprized of Emmc- 
linens fituation, received her with great kind- 
nefs and refpedl. 

Breakfaft was prepared for her, but fhe 
could cat nothing. The heavinefs of her 
eyes, her pallid countenance, and the tenfe- 

F 3 nef» 
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nefs acrofs her temples, feemed to threaten 
the moft alarming confequences. Mrs* 
Lawfon endeavoured to perfuade her to 
go to bed; but her eagernefs to be 
gone from thence was fo great, that (he 
evidently encreafed the difficulty by en- 
deavouring to furmount it. She had indeed 
confidered, that if L-ord Montreville over- 
took them, which was not only poffible but 
probable, all the merit of her conduft would 
be loft. — Slie would appear to be carried 
back, not by her ftriQ: adherence to her 
promife, but by the authority of his Lord- 
fhip ; and inftead of the pride and credit of 
a laudable and virtuous aftion, would be 
liable to bear all the imputation of inten- 
tional guilt. This refleftion, added to the 
fenfe fhe could not fail to have of her im- 
proper fituation in being fo long alone with 
Delamere under the appearance of having 
voluntarily gone off with him, made her fo 
impatient to be gone, that fhe declined any 
repofe however neceffary ; and Mr. Lawfon 
thought there was lefs to be feared from 
indulging than from oppofmg her. 

Lawfon 
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Lawfon therefore went himfelf to haften 
the horfes ; and while he was abfent, Em- 
meUne, who remained with his wife, ex- 
prcffed fo much fear that Delamere might 
alter his intentions of returning, and^ fo 
much uneafinefs at the thoughts of being 
feen at another inn, in the difordered drefs 
(he now wore, with a young man of Dekr 
mere's appearance, that Mrs. Lawfon was 
truly concerned for her, and communicated 
to Delamere the fource of the extreme 
anxiety fhe appeared to fuffer. 

He came to her; and flie gently re« 
proached him for all the inconvenience and 
uneafinefs he had brought upon her. Her 
foft complaints, and the diflxefs pictured 
on her fpeaking face, he felt with a degree 
of anguifli and felf-reproach that made him 
happy to agree to a plan propofed by Mrs. 
Lawfon, which was, that Ihe ftiould be ac- 
commodated with cloaths of MifsLawfon's, 
and that Mifs Lawfon herfelf ftiould ac* 
company her to Hertford. 

This latter offer, Emmeline eagerly ac^ 
cepted ,• and Delamere, who faw how much 

F 4 \x 
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it foothed and relieved her, did not objeft 
to it. She was therefore immediately 
equipped with a morning drefs, and her 
agitation of mind feemed to fubfide ; but 
changing her cloaths, trifling as the exer- 
tion was, fatigued her fo much, that Mr. 
Lawfon on his return looked very grave ; 
and Delamere, who watched his looks as 
if his exiftence depended upon his opinion, 
was wild with apprehenfion. The chaifes 
(for Delamere had ordered one for himfelf, 
that the ladies might fuffer no inconve* 
nience by being crouded) were ready, and 
Lawfon recolleding that Enuneline would 
require a mor^ quiet fituation than an inn 
could afford, told her that he had a fifter at 
Hertford who would receive her with plea- 
foi-e, and accommodate her at her houfe 
a3 long as (he would (lay— *'^ And remem- 
*^ ber," added he, •* that Lifly is to con-- 
•* tinue with you till you leave Hert- 
**ford/' 

Emmeline, extremely fenfible of all fhe 

owed to this excellent man, . could ohly 

figh her thanks j and to Ihorten them, Mr. 

^ i-awfon 
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Lawfoh put her and his daughter into the 
travelling chaife which Delamerehad bought 
for this expedition. Delamere followed in 
another ; and between one and two o'clodk 
they arrived at Hertford, and were fet down 
at the door of an elegant houfe ; where Mrsl 
Ghampnefs, the wife of a man of fortune, 
received her niege with great affeftion ; and 
having heard in another room the hiftory 
of the young lady (he had with her, imme- 
diately gave orders to have a bed-chamber 
prepared, and fhewed the utmoft folicitude 
for her accommodation. 

Delamere, feeing her fo well fituated for* 
the night, and happy to find (he bore her 
{hort journey with lefs increafe of fatigue^ 
jihan he apprehended,, confented at her re- 
queft to leave her, and went to the inn,, 
where he dined, , and foon afterwards re- 
turned to enquire after her. 

Mifs Lawfon came down to him, and told' 
^m. Mifs Mowbray was in bed, and had" 
taken a medicine Mr. Lawfon had fent to 
compofe her ; but that it was yet impoffible 
to fay much of her fituation. She told him 

F 5 ^^ 



106 E M M E L I N JS, 

he muft by no means attempt to fee her for 
tliQ remaining part of the day^ and begged 
he would hioifelf try to . take fome repofe : 
to which fakitary advice Delamere at length 
confented ; his haggard looks and exhaufted 
fpirits fufficiently teftifying how much he 
vranted it,. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER VL 



THE evening on which Emmeline had 
been fo fuddenly miffing from the 
lioufe of Mrs. Afliwood, Rochely had left 
it in as much anguifti as his nature was 
capable of feeling. 

. He had not for many years fo ferioufly 
thought of matrimony as fince he had feea 
Mifs Mowbray. Her beauty firft attrafted 
him : the natural civility of her manner 
was by him, who had frequently met only 
contempt and derifion from the young and 
beautiful, conftrued into encouragement; 
and though his hopes had been greatly 
damped by his knowledge of Delamere's. 
attachment to her, yet they were almoft as 
quickly revived by the great encourage- 
ment to perfevere, which he had received 
from Lord Montreville. He fancied that: 
the barriers between her and Delamere 
being infurmountable, (he could not fail of 

I^ 6 Vnsx^. 
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being dazzled by fo fplendid a fortune as 
he could himfelf offer her. That evening, 
flic looked more than ufually lovely, and 
he determined with new ardour to purfue 
her. But her difappearance put an end to 
all his brilliant vifions ; and convinced him 
that his wealth, on wjiich he had fo long 
been accuftomed to value himfelf, had 
failed of procuring . him the favour of the 
only woman with whom he was difpofed to 
(hare it. He was too well convinced that 
Delamere had carried her off : and though 
deprived of al) hope for himfelf, he was 
too angry ^t the good fortune of his rival 
to forbear an attempt to difturb him in its 
poffeffiou. He drove therefore from Clap- 
ham to the houfe of Sir Richard Crofts, 
where he had the mortification of hearing 
that Sir Richard was gone with Lord Mon- 
treville to th^ country houfe of Lord Dor* 
nock, and was not expefted to return ^till 
the next day. 

Rochely, aware .that the only poflible 
chance of preventing Delamere^s marriage 
was by an immediate purfuit, was greatly 

chagrined 
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chagrined at this unavoidable delay. He 
fat down, however, and with his ufual 
laboured precifion wrote to Sir Richard 
Crofts, informing him of what had hap» 
pened. This was the operation of near an 
hour; and he then fent off a man on horfe- 
^back with it, who arriving at Lord Dor- 
nock's about thiee in the morning, roufed 
the family with fome difficulty, and deli- 
vered to Sir Richard the intelligence, 
which was immediately conveyed to 
Lord Montreville ; who having read Mr. 
Rochely's letter, could not flatter himfelf 
with any hope that this alarm might be as 
groundlefs as one he had before had on the 
fame fubjedt. 

The difobedience of his fon ; the broken 
faith of Emmeline ; and the rage, com- 
plaints, and reproaches of Lady Monti'e- 
ville, all arofe together in his imagination ; 
and anger, vexation, and regret, took pof- 
feffion of his heart. 

He had recourfe in this, as in all other 
emergences, to Sir Richard Crofts, who 
advifed him immediately to purfue them. 



/^ 
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As Jfboa therefore as the fleeping fervants 
could be coUefted, and the carriage pre- 
pared, his Lordfhip and Sir Richard fet 
out for London together.*— Lx)rd Montre^ 
ville determining to follow the fugitives as 
expeditioully as pofEble^ though he hoped 
but little fuccefs from the purfuit. 

Such was, his apprehenfion of the cla.- 
mours and paffions of his wife, that he 
could not determine to fee her *till he 
had at leaft done all that was poffible to re- 
cover her fon. He therefore wrote to her 
a (hort letter, ftating briefly what had 
happened, and giving her hopes that he 
£hould be able to overtake the parties be- 
fore they were married. This he ordered 
to be delivered to her in the morning;, 
and direfted his fervant to haften to him 
with his travelling chaife and four poll 
horfes. 

The man, however, who had the care of 
the carriages, belieVing his Lord would 
flay out all night, had gone out alfo, and 
taken with him the keys. 

By this delay, and the blunders of the 

affrighted 
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affrighted fcrvants, who in iheir hafte only 
.impeded each other,' it was near nine 
o'clock before his Lordfhip and Sir Richard 
left London. At Barnet, they heard of the 
fugitives, and eafily traced them from 
thence to Hatfield ; after which believing 
all farther enquires ufelefs, they palTed 
through Stevenage (having fent on before 
for horfes,) without afking any queftions 
which might have led them to difcover 
that Delamere and Emmeline had gone 
from thence towards H«tford only an hour 
and an half before their arrival* 

This was fortunate for the puriued ; for 
an enquiry would probably have led to 
queftions which Mr. Lawfon would have 
found it very difficult to evade. 

Lord Montreville, however, and Sir 
Richard, "hurried on to Buckden ; where 
being obliged to get out for fome refreflr- 
ment for themfelves and their fervants, his 
Lordfhip renewed Ihe queflion— ** At 
*^ what time did a yjung gendeman and 
*^ lady** (defcri!?ing Delamere and Em- 
meline) "pafsby?** 

The 
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The people told him they remembered 
no fuch perfons about the time he named. 

Lord Montreville then applied at the 
other houfes, and made feveral other en- 
quiries ; but ireceived only a general ajflfer- 
tion that no fuch perfons had been that 
way within the laft four and twenty hours, 
or even within a week. 

Sir Richard Crofts, who piqued himfelf 
iipon his fagacity, told his Lordlhip that 
ftupidity, the love of falfehood, or Dela- 
mere's bribes, might occafion this failure 
of intelligence; but there could be no 
doubt of their being gratified widi better 
information when they got to. Stilton. To 
Stilton therefore they went, but heard 
exaftly the fame anfwers.as they liad done 
at the laft ftage. 

Sir Richjird was now again to feek for 
ibme pkulible conjecture that might quiet 
the apprehenfive anxiety of Lord Montre- 
ville, who guefled and dreaded he knew 
not what. 

He now faid, that as there could be no 
doubt of the young people^s having gone 

towards 
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i(mards Scotland, from the information 
they had obtained at Barnet and Hatfield, 
k was moft likely that in thfe apprehenfion 
of a purfuit they had afterwards quitted the 
high road, and were advancing to the bor- 
ders of Scodand acrofs the country, which 
mufl confiderably lengthen and impede 
their journey ; therefore if they themfelyes 
proceeded direftly to the town where thefe 
marriages arc ufually celebrated, the pro- 
bability was that they fhould arrive before 
Delaraere and Mifs Mowbray; and by 
fuch a circumftance the conne6tion would 
be as efFeftually prevented as it could be 
by their overtaking them on the road. 

Lord Montreville, defpairing of being, 
able by any means to obftruft a marriage 
on which his fon feemed to be fo deter- 
mined, and harrafled in mind as much as 

* 

he was fatigued in body, fuffered himfelf 
to be carried forward merely through in- 
ability to determine what he could do bet- 
ter ; and diough quite hopelefs of it*s fuc- 
cefs, purfued his journey. 
The innocent caufe of all this trouble 

and 
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and anxiety remained in the mean time at 
the hofpitable houfe of Mrs. Champnefs ; 
where Mifs Lawfon attended her with all 
poflible kindnefs and foiicitude. It was 
indeed impoffible to be with her without 
loving her ; unlefs to an heart infenfible, 
like that of Mrs. Aftiwood, to all but her 
* own ideal perfections ; or fteeled by pride, 
like that of Lady Montreville. 

A night pafled in quiet fleep had greatly 
reftored her ; and her fever, though not 
gone, was » confiderably abated. Every 
noife, however trifling, ftiU made her flart ; 
her nerves were by no means reftored to 
their tone, and her fpirits continued to 
be greatly affefted. The idea which feemed 
to prefs moft painfully on her mind, was 
the blemifli which the purity of her cha- 
rafter muft fuftajn by her being fo long 
abfent with Delamere-^ blemilh which 
flie knew could^ hardly ever be removed 
but by her returning as his wife. 

But to break her promife to Lord Mon- 
treville ; a promife fo (olemnly given ; and 
to be compelled into ^ marriage which, 

however 
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however advantageous and fortunate it 
would appear under other circumftances, 
would now bring with it a fevere alloy of 
n^ortification in the difpleafure of his fa- 
mily ; was a meafure which (he could not 
determine to purfue. 

Her refentment towards Delamere for 
what was pafled was not yet enough fub- 
dued by his reluctant repentance to recon- 
cile her to the thoughts of putting herfelf 
again into his power. Yet fhe could not 
fuppofe he would fufFer her to return to 
London alone, if fhe had courage to at- 
tempt it ; or was fhe fure that when there 
"TVIrs. Afliwood would receive her. 

Thefe reflexions made herfo reftlefs and 
uneafy that fhe could not conceal their 
fource from Mifs Lawfon; who, tho* 
pofTefTed of a very good underflanding, 
was too young and too little acquainted 
with the world to be able to advife her.^ 

The handfome perfon and high rank of 
Delamere, and his violent love and con- 
cern for 'Emmeline^ made her fuppofe it 
impoffible that fhe could help returning 
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it, or be long able to refift his importu- 
nity. She concluded therefore that finally 
it would be a match ; and was imprefled 
with a fentiment that amounted almoft to 
veneration for Mifs Mowbray, whom fhe 
confidered as a prodigy of female virtue 
and refolution, 

Delamere had been feveral times to 
fpeak to Mifs Lawfon ; and he fiad plead- 
ed the violence of his paffion with fo much 
efFeft, that the foft-hearted girl became his 
warm advocate with Emmeline, and re- 
prefented his tendernefs and his contrition, 
^till fhe confented (as (he was now able 
to fit up) to admit him» 

On his entrance, he faid fomething, he 
hardly knew what, to Emmeline. She 
held out her hand to him in token of for- 
givenefs. He feized it eagerly, and prefled 
it to his heart, while he gazed on her face 
as if to enquire tliere what paflTed in hers. 

^^ Remember, Delamere, *' faid flie^ 
*^ remember I am content to forgive your 
*' late rafti and abfurd attempt, only on 
^* condition of your giving me the moft 

^' pofitive 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE*^ 11^ 

*^ poGtive aflurance that you will carry 
" me diredily to Mrs. StafFoxd's, and 
•^ there leave me/' 

Hard as thefe terms appeared, -after the 
hopes he had entertained on undertaking 
the journey, he was forced to fubmit ; but 
it was evidently with reludkance. 

" I do promife then,'* faid he, " to take 
*' you to Mrs. StaflTord's ; but''— — 

*^ But what ?" afked Emmeline. 

*^ Do you not mean, when you are there, 
^^ to exclude me for ever ? — Mrs. Stafford 
** is no friend of mine." 

^^ I have already told you, Mr. Dela- 
*^ mere, that I will fee you wherever I 
*^ am, under certain reftridions : and 
^^ tho' your late conduct might, and in- 
*' deed ought to induce me to withdraw 
** that promife, yet I now repeat it. But 
*' do not believe that I will therefore b^ 
^' perfecuted as I have been ; recoUedt 
^^ that I have already been driven from 
*^ Mowbray Caftle, from Swanfea, and 
*^ from Mrs. Aihvvood's, wholly on your 
^^ account." 
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Emmtrline was too vcak to bear an ad- 
drd$ of this f<:>rt* The feeblcnefs of her 
f%m^ ill fecondcd the refolution of her 
«)irAd ; which, notwithftanding the ftruggles 
of pity artd regard for Delamerc, which 
(he could not entirely filence, was im- 
movcably determined. Rallying therefore 
her fpirits, and fummonfmg her fortitude 
10 anfwcr him, flic faid — *^ How can you, 
*' Sir, folicit a woman, whom you wifhto 

^^ make 
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*^ make your wife, to break a promife fo 
*^ folemn as that 1 have given to your fa- 
*' ther? Could you hereafter have any 
** dependance on one who holds her inte- 
*' grity fo lightly ? and ftioyld you not 
** with great reafon fufpedt that with her 
*' falfehood and deception might become 
'' habitual?" 

** Not at all/' anfwered Delamerc. 
'* Your promife to my father is nugatory ; 
*• for it ought never to have been given. 
*^ He took an unfair advantage of your 
*' candour and your timidity ; and aU^^t 
'* you faid ought not to bind you, (ince it 
** was extorted from you by him who had 
^ no right to make fuch conditions/' 

** What ! has a father no -right to decide 
*^ to whom he will entruft the happinefs of 
*^ his fon, and the honour of his pofterity ? 
** Alas ! Delamere, yDu argue againft your- 
*' felf ; you only convince m^ thdt I ought 
*^ not to put the whole happinefs of my 
/^ life into the hands of a man who will fo 
/^ readily break thro' his firil duties. The 
^* fame impatient, pardon me, if I fay the 
" fame felfifli fpirit, which now urges you 
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** to fet paternal authority at defiance, will 
«« perhaps hereafter impel you, with as lit- 
«* tie difficulty, to quit a wife of whom you 
^^ niay be weary, for any other perfon 
*^ whom caprice or noVelty may drefs in 
*' the perfedions you now fancy I poflefs. 
•' Ah! Delamere ! (hall I have a right to 
*^ expeft tendemefs and faith from a man 
*' whom I have aflifled in making his 
^^ parents unhappy ; and who has by my 
*^ means embittered the evening of their 
*' lives to whom he owes his own ? Do you 
*^ think that a rebellious and unfeeling fon 
•^ is likely to make a good hufband, a good 

«^ father?" 

" Deathandmadnefs!" cried Delamere, 
relapling into all the violence of his nature 
— *^ what do you mean by all this ! Selfifli ! 
•* rebellious ! unfeeling !— -am I then fo 
•^ worthlefs, fo deteflable in yoiu* eyes ?** 

His extravagant expreffions of paffion 
always terrified Emmeline; buttheparoxyfm 
to which he.now yielded, alarmed her lefs 
than it did Mifs Lawfon, who never having 
(een fuch frantic behaviour before, thought 
him really mad* She tremblingly befought 

him 



THEORPHAN OF THBCASTLE. 121 

him to fit down and be calm ; while the 
pale countenance of Emmellne which Ihe 
fhewed him, convinced him he mufl; fub- 
due the violence of his tranfports, or hazard 
feeing her relapfe into that alarming ftate 
which had forced him to relinquifh his pro- 
jedt. This obfervation reftored his fenfes 
for a moment.— He befought her pardon, 
with tears ; then again curfed his own folly, 
and feemed on the point of renouncing tlie 
contrition he had juft affured her he felt. 
The/cene lafted till Emmeline, quite over- 
come with it, grew fo faint that (lie faid flie 
muft go to bed ; and then Delamere, again 
terrified at an idea which he had forgot but 
the moment before, , confent^d to retire if 
fhe would again repeat her forgivenefs. 

She gave him her hand languidly, and 
in filence. He kifled it ; and half in refent- 
ment, half In forrow, left her, and returned 
to the inn, in a humour which equally un- 
fitted him for fociety or folitude. Obliged, 
however, to remain in the latter, he brooded 
gloomily over his difappointment ; and be- 
lieving Emmeline's life no longer in danger, 

Vol, II. G ae 
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he fancied that his fears had magnified her 
illnefs. He again deprecated his folly for 
having confented to rdinquifh the profecu- 
tion of his journey, and for having agreed 
to carry her where he feared acceft to her 
would be rendered rare and difficult, by the 
inflexible prudence and watchful friendfhip 
of Mrs. Stafford. Sometimes he formed 
vague projects to deceive her, and carry 
her again towards Scotland; then relin- 
quifhed them and formed others. He 
pafled the night however nearly wiriiout 
ileep, and the morning found: him ftill Irre- 
fohite. 

At eight o'clock, he went to the houfc 
of MrsXhampnefs ; and Mifs Lawfon came 
down to him, but with a countenance in 
which uneafinefs was fo vifible, that Dela- 
mere was almolt afraid of afking how Mifs 
Mowbray did. 

She told him that flie had pafled a refl:- 
lefs and uncomfortable night, and that the 
converfation he had held^ the evening be- 
fore had been the caufe of an accefs of fever 
quite as high as the firlt attack; and, that tho' 

fl\e 
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fhe tried tx> conquer her weaknefs, and af- 
fefted ability to profecute a journey for 
which (he hourly grew more eager, it was 
cafy to fee that fhe was as unfit for it as 
ever. Mifs Lawfon added, that if in a 
few hours (he was n6t better, fhe fliQuld 
fend to Mr^Lawfon to come from Stevenage 
to fee her. This account renewed with ex- 
treme violence all the former terrors of De- 
lamere, i^bich a few hours before he had 
been trying to perfuade himfelf were 
groundlefs. 

He now reproached himfelf for his 
thoughtlefs cruelty; and Mifs Lawfoa 
feized this opportunity to exhort him to be 
more cautious for the future, which he 
readily and warmly protefted he would be. 
He promifed never again to give way to 
fuch extravagant tranfports, and prefTed to 
be admitted to fee Emmeline; but Mifs 
Lawfon would by no means fuffcr him to 
fee her 'till (he was more recovered from 
the efFedts of his frenzy. 

In the afternoon, he was allowed to drink 
tea in Emmeline's room, and expreffedhis 

G 2 fincere 
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fincerc concern for his indifcretion of the 
evening before. He tried, by (hewing a 
difpofition to comply widi all her wifties, to 
obliterate the memory of his formef indif- 
cretion. Emmeline was willing to forge^: 
the offence, and pardon the offender, on 
his renewing his promife to take her the 
next day towards London, on her route 
into Dorfetlhire, if (he fhould be well 
enough to undertake the journey. 

The fpirit and fortitude of Emmeline, 
fatal as they were to his hopes, commanded 
the refped, efleem, and almoft the adora- 
tion of Delamere ; while her gentlenefs and 
kindnefs oppreffed his heart with fohdnefs 
fo extreme, that he was equally undone by 
the one and the other, and felt that it every 
hour became more and more impoflible for 
him to live without her. 

It was agreed, that as it would be im- 
poflible to reach Woodfield from Hertford, 
without flopping one night on the road, 
they would proceed thro' London to Staines 
the firft day, and from thence go on early 
tiie next to die houfe of Mrs. Stafford. 

After 
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After lingering with her as long as. he 
could, Dclamere took his leave for the 
evening, determined to obferve the pro- 
mifes he had made her, and never again 
to attempt to obtain her but by her own 
confent. When he made thefe refolves, he 
really intended to adhere to theni ; and .was 
confirmed in his good refolutions when he 
the next morning found her ready to truft 
herfelf with him, calm, chearful, full of 
confidaice in his promifes and of gentle* 
nefs and kindnefs towards him. 

Emmcline took an afFe<9tionate leave of 
her amiable acquaintance, Mifs Lawfon,' 
whofe uncommon kindnefs, on fo fhort 
a knowledge of her, filled her heart with 
gratitude. She promifed to write to her.as 
foon as ftie got to Woodfield, and to return 
the cloaths (he had borrowed, to which (he 
fecrctly purpofed adding fome prefent, ta 
teftify her fenfe of the civiUtics (he had re- 
ceived. 

iDehmere enclofed, in a letter which he 
fent by Mifs Lawfon to her father, a bank 

G 3 note. 
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note, as an acknowledgment of his extra* 
ordinary kindnefs. 

They quickly arrived in London ; and 
as Emmeline ftill remained in the refolu- 
tion of avoiding a return to Mrs. Afliwood, 
they changed horfes in Piccadilly to go 
on. 

Tho* by 'going to her former refidenceflic 
might have efcaped a longer continuation, 
and farther journey, with Delamere, of the 
impropriety of which fhc was very fen(fible; 
yet (he declined it, becaufe Ihc knew tha^ 
%s her adventure might b^ explained feve- 
ral ways, Mrs, ACbwood and Mifs Galton 
were very hkely to put on it the conftruc-. 
tion leaft in her favour ; and fhe was very 
unwilling to be expofed to their queftion« 
^d comments, till ftie could, in concert 
with Mrs. Stafford and with her advice, 
give fuch an account of the afeir as would 
put it out of their power to indulge that 
malignity of remark at her expence of 
which fhe "knew they were capable. 

She therefore difpatched a fervant to 

Mrs^ 
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Mrs. Afliwood with a note for her cloaths, 
Avhom Delamere direded to rejoin them at 
Staines- 

At that place Yhey arrived early in the 
evening; and Emmeline, to whom Dela- 
mere had behaved with the utmoft tender- 
ftefs and refpeft, bore her journey without 
fufferingany other inconvenience than fome 
remaining^languor, which was now more 
vifible in her looks than in « her fpirits.. 
Charmed with the thoughts of fo foon fee- 
ing Mrs. Stafford, and feeling all tliat de- 
light which a confqioufnefs of reftitude in- 
fpires, (he was more than ufually chearful, 
and coiiverfed with Delamere with all that 
enchanting franknefs and fweetnefs which 
made her general converfation fo defireable. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



As they had an hour or two on their 
hands, which Enuneline wilhed to 
employ in fomething that might prevent 
Delamere from entertaining her on the 
only fubjeft he was ever willing to talk of 
when they were together, (he defired him 
to enquire for a book. He went out, and 
returned with fome volumes of novels^ 
which he had borrowed of the landlord's 
dauo^hter; of which Emmeline read in 
fome a page and in others a chapter, but 
found nothing in any that tempted her to 
go regularly through the whole. 

While (he was reading, Delamere, equally 
unable to occupy himfelf with any other 
objeft whether fhe was abfent or prefent, 
fat looking at her over the table which was 
between them. After fome time pafled in 
this manner, their fupper was brought in, 
and common conv^rfation took place while 

It 
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It was paffing. When it was removed, Em- 
meline returned again to the books, and 
took up one (he had not before opened. — It 
was the fecond volume of the forrows of Wer- 
ter. She laid it down again with a fmile, 
faying—'^ That will not do for me to- 
" night." 

*^ What is it ?'' cried Delamere, taking 
it from her. — *^ O, I have read it^and if 
you have, Emmeline, you might have 
learned the danger of trifling . with vio* 
^* lent and incurable paflions. Tell me— • 
^^ could you ever be reconciled to yourfelf 
^^ if you ftiould be the caufe of a cataftrophe 
«« equally fatal ?'' 

Still meaning to turn the converfation, 
{he anfwered gaily — ^^ O, I fancy there is 
** very little danger of that — you know 
^* the value of your exiftence too well to 
*^ throw it inconfiderately away." 

*' Do not be too certain of that, Emme- 
^^ line. Without you, my life is no longer. 
** valuable — if indeed it be fupportable; 
** and fliould I ever be in the fituation this 
•* melancholy tale defcribes, how do" I 

G 5 ^^ know 



** know that my reafon would be ftrong 
^* enough ^o prefervc me from equal rafh- 
'* nefs. Beware, Mifs Mowbray — beware 
** of the confequence of finding an Albert 
« at Woodfield/' 

" It is very unlikely I ftiould find any 
^* lover there. 1 aflure you I defirenone; 
^^ nor have I any other wilh riian to pafs 
**^ the remainder of the winter ^tranquilly 
•' with my friend/' 

" If then you really never wifh to encou- 
** rage another, and if you have any fen- 
*• Ability for the pain I feel from uncer- 
*^ tainty, why will you not folemnly 
•* engage yourfelf to me, by a promife 
" which canfiot be broken but by mutual 
** confent?'* 

" Becaufe we are both too young to 
*' form foch an engagement.— -You arc 
'* not yet quite one and twenty ; a time of 
^* life in which it is impoffible you can' be 
'^ a competent judge of what will make 
^^ you really happy. I am more than two 
♦* years younger : but Ihort as has been 
^* my knowledge of the world, I have 

5* already 
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5* already feen two or three inftances of 
^* mahriages made in confequence of early 
*' engagements, which have proved fo 
*^ little fortunate that they have determined 
*♦ me never to try the experiment. Should 
you bind yourfelf by this promife, which 
you now think 3vould make you eafy, 
and fhould you hereafter repent it, 
which I know to be far from improbable, 
** pride, obflinacy, die fhame of retracing 
your opinion, would perhaps concur ta 
prevent your withdrawing it ; and I 
ftiould receive your hand while your 
heart might be attached to another^ 
The chains which you had yourfelf put 
on, in oppofition to the wifties of your 
*^ family, you would, rather than own 
** your error, rivet, tho' your inclination 
** prompted you to break them ; and we 
*' fliould then be both miferable,— No, 
^' Delaraere — let us remain at liberty, and 

^^ perhaps- " 

*' It is impofiible. Madam !" cried 
Delamere, fuddenly and vehemently in- 
terrupting her — ^^ It is abfolutely impofli 
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** ble you could argue thus calmly, if you 
** had any regard for me — Cold — cruel— 
*' irrfenfible — unfeeling girl I Oh 1 fool, 
*^ fool that 1 am, to perfift in loving a 
^' woman without an heart, and to be un- 
^^ able to tear from my foul a paffion that 
'* ferves only to make me perpetually 
^' wretched. Curfed be the hour I firft 
*' indulged it, and curfed the weaknefs of 
*^ mind that cannot conquer it }" 

This new inftance of ungovernable tem- 
per, fo contrary to the promifes he had 
given her at Hertford, extremely provoked 
Emmeline, who anf^Vered very gravely— 
If you defire. Sir, to diyeft yourfeif 
of this unfortunate paffion, the talk is 
already half aecomplilhed. Refolve, 
then, to conquer it wholly : reftore me 
to that tranquillity you have deflroyed— 
vindicate my injured reputation, which 
•^ your headlong ardour has blemithed— 
•' give me back to the kindnefs and pro- 
*^ teftion of your father-^-and determine to 
•* fee me no more/* 

This fpirited and fevere anfwer, imme- 

- diately 
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diately convinced Delamere he had gone 
too far. He had never before feen Emme- 
iine fo much . piqued, and he haftened to 
appeafe her. ' . 

^^ Pardon me! — forgive me, Emmeliire ! 
^' I am not mafter of myfclf when I think 
of lofing you ! But you, who feel not 
any portion of the flame that devours 
me, can cooly argue, while my heart is 
torn in pieces ; and deign not even to 
^* make any allowance for the unguarded 
fallies of unconquerable paflion ! — the 
phrenzy of almoft hopelefsjove ! Some- 
times, when I think your coldnefs arifes 
^' from determined and infurmountable 
*^ indifference — perhaps from diflike— de- 
^' fpair and fury polTefs me. Would you 
^^ but fay that you will live only for me— 
^' would you only promife that no future 
Rochely, none of the people you have 
feen or may fee, (hall influence you to 
*^ forget me — I (hould, I think, be 
'' eafier!'' 

'* You have a better opinion of yourfelf, 
^J Mr. Delaiiiere,'' anfwered Emmeline, 

calmly. 
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calmly, " than to believe it probable. But 
^' be that as it may, 1 have told you that 
*' I will neither make or receive any pro- 
^^ mifes of the nature you require. I have 
^^ already fuffered too much from your 
*^ extravagant paflion to put it farther in 
** your power to diflrefs me. But I (hall 
'^ be better able to reaflume this conver- 
*' fation to-morrow— to-night I am fa- 
*^ tigued ; an^ it is time for us to feparate.'* 

^^ And will you leave me, then, Em- 
>* meline ? — leave me too in anger ?'* 

^' 1 am not angry, Mr. Delamere — ^here 
** is my hand." 

** This hand," exclaimed he, eagerly 
grafping it, " which ought to have been 
** mine !— Now, even now, that you are . 
" about to tear yourfelf from me, it fhould 
^' have been mine for ever ! But 1 have 
*' relinquifhed my prize at the momeht I 
^* might have fecured it ; and if I lofe it 
*• entirely my own folly will only be the 
" caufe." 

^* Thefe violent tranfporfs may terrify 
** me, biit (hall not alter my determination, 

[' Quit 
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** Quit my hand, Mr. Delamere/' conti* 
nued (he, ftruggling to difengage it—" I 
*' will not be detained." 

She rang the bell ; and the waiter almoft 
inftantly entering, (he took a candle and 
went to the apartment prepared for her: 
while Delamere, vexed to have commanded 
himfelf fo little, and to be ib unable to ad- 
here to the good rcfolutions he had made, 
dared not attempt to prevent her. 

He had now again to make his peace^ 
but would not venture to take any fteps 
towards it that night ; and he retired to his 
•own room, confidering how he might re- 
main near her after (he got into Dorfetlhire, 
and dreading the hour of even a temporary 
reparation. , ♦ 

The next morning Emmeline, impatient 
to be gone, dreffed herfelf early ; and jufl 
as (he was about to go down to haften their 
breakfaft and departure, (he faw, from a * 
window that looked into the yard of the 
inn, a phaeton and four enter it, remarka- 
ble for the profu(ion of expen(ive and ill- 
fancied ornaments widi which both the car- 
riage 
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riage and harnefs was covered. In it were 
two gentlemen wrapped in great coats, as 
the weather was very fevere; on whom 
Emmeline calling a tranfient glance, dif- 
covered that one of them was Elkeiton. 

She was a good deal alarmed at his ar- 
rival : for fhe had reafon to fear, that this 
man, to whom (he had a decided averfion, 
would fee her, and know that fhe was tra- 
velling alone with Delamere. She faw 
him get out, and give direcflions for putting 
up his horfes, telling the people who came 
out to attend him that he Ihoirid breakfaft 
and ftay there fome hours. 

Since his unfortunate rencontre with De- 
lamere at Mrs. Aflhwood's, he had almoft 
entirely relinquished the purfuit of Emme- 
line. He had never been able to (hake off 
the ridicule his vanity had brought upon 
him, and therefore had forborne to enter 
the circle where it had happened. He had, 
however, feen Mifs Mowbray once or 
twice in public, and (he had been too ge- 
nerally admired not to intereft his pride in 
keeping up the acquaintance, tho* fhe 

treated 
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treated him always with coldnefs, and found 
it difficult to be barely civil. She knew 
that he was feverely mortified by her indif- 
ference, and that in matters of fcandal and 
goffiping no old woman could be a greater 
adept. When therefore perfonal pique 
was added to his natural love of anecdote, 
Emmeline apprehended fo much from him, 
that ftie determined, if poffible,. to efcape 
his fight. 

To do this, however, was very difficult. 
She faw him and his companion take pof- 
feffion of a room that had windows looking 
into the yard through which (he muft of 
neceffity pafs, and where, when the poft- 
ch^ife drew up, they mufl fee whoever got 
into it. She wi*apped herfelf up in her 
cloak, pulled her hat over her eyes, and 
holding up her handkerchief as if to guard 
her face from the cold, (he pafTed unob- 
ferved to the room where Delamere was 
waiting brcakfaft. 

The remembrance of his laft night's be- 
haviour was in fome meafure obliterated by 
the alarm Ihe had felt at the fight of El- 

kerton. 
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kerton. Delamerc looked melancholy and 
dejeded. Emmeline fpeaking to him with 
her ufual fweetnefs, feemed to have for- 
gotten the offence he had given her, and 
tried to reftore his good humour as if (he 
had been the aggreflbr : but he continued 
gloomy and penfive. ^ 

They began their break&ft, and con- 
verfed on diffeieat fubjeds. 

*' Did you obfcrve,** faid E^mmeline, 
'^ the phaeton which drove in juft now ?** 

** No— what was there remarkable about 

^^ Nothing, but that one of the perfons 
^' it contained was Elkerton, the poor 
** man you made fo abfurd at Mrs. A(h- 
*' wood's, when h^ boafted of knowing 
** you. I hope I (hall get away without 
*^ his feeing me— I fhould extremely dif- 
'* like meeting him/' 

*^ Stupid dog !— why (hould you care 
'^ whether you meet him or no ?^* 

*' Becaufe he muft think it fo flxange 
*' that I am here with you.'* 

^' Let him— Of what confequence is it 

^' to 
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*^ to US what fuch a puppy thinks ? I can-* 
^^ not poffibly care about it." 

" But /do, Mr. Delamere/' faid Em- 
iXKline; fomewhat gravely.—^* You will 
^^ recoiled that 1 may be very much in- 
** jured by the fcandal fuch a man -may 
'^ circulate^*^ 

** Well, well, my dear Emmeline— we 
'* will fet out diredly, and you will nc^ 
^* meet him.— 1 will order the chaife.'* 

He went out for that purpofe a&'foon aa 
their breakfaft ended; byt a few paces 
from the door was accofted by Elkerton, 
who feeling himfelf in goint of figure equal 
to fpeak to any man, addreffed him with 
all the confident familiarity of an old ac* 
cjuaintance* 

^^ Sir, your moft obedient humble fer- 
^' vant.'' 

*^ Your fervant. Sir ;** replied Delamerc, 
brufliing by him. 

*^ Sir, I hope you, and my Lord and 
'* Lady Montreville, have been wdl fince 
*' 1 had laft the honour of feeing you ?'* 

;' Sinc^ you oblige me. Sir, to acknow- 

^^ ledge 



140 EMMEL INE, 

^^ ledge the acquaintance, I muft remind 
•^ you tliat our laft xneeting was attended 
** with fome circumftances which (hould 
** make you not very defirous of recolledl-' 
•' ing it/' 

** Oh, dear ! very fqf from not wifhing 
" to remember it, I am always pleafed 
^^ with fuch agreeable badinage from my 
•' friends, and fome how or other contrive 
•^ to be even with them. Prithee, dear 
^^ boy, whither are you going ?— perhaps 
*^ we are tiavclling the fame road ?'V 

** I hope not," faid Delamere, turning 
from him and advancing towards the bar. ' 

Elkerton unfabafhed, followed him. 

" If we are,'* continued he, ^^ I think 
^' you (hall take me into your poft-chaife. 
*' 1 am going to pafs a month with a friend 
^^ inHamplhire; and Jackman, who loves 
^^ driving, tho' he knows notliing of the 
** matter, perfuaded me to ufe an open 
^^ carriage ; but it is fo cold, that I be- 
** lieve I (hall let him enjoy it alone the 
*' reft of the way. Suppofe we go together, 

.. if 
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*^ if your deftination is the Winchefter 
«* road?'' 

Delamere was fo provoked at this for- 
wardnefs, that he found he Ihould be una- 
blc to give a moderate anfwer.— He there- 
fore turned away without giving any, 

" Pray, Sir," faid the bar maid to El- 
kerton, ^^ who is that young gentleman ?*' 

^* L^prd Montreville's fon," repUed he ; 
^' and one of the ftrangeft fellows in the 
** world.— Sometimes we are as intimate 
^^ as brothers; and now you fee hell 
** hardly fpeak to nie.'' 

^^ Perhaps, Mr. Elkerton/' faid the 
woman, fmiling, ** the young gentlenian 
^^ may have very good reafons for not tak- 
^* ing another companion in his poft- 
'' chaife.'^ 

Elkerton- prefled her to explain herfelf. 

^* Why you muft know," faid fhe, 
^^ that there's a young lady with him ; gne 
^^ of the prettieft young women I ever fee. 
'* Laft night, after they comed here, his 
** walct was pretty near tipfey ; fo he come 
^/ and fot down here, and told me how 

^' his 
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^ his mafter had hired him to go along 
*^ with 'em to Scotland ; but that before 
*^ they got near halfway, fomehow or other 
^ 'twas fettled for 'em to come back again. 
^* But don't fay as I told you, Mn EI- 
** kerton, for that would be as much as 
^ my place is worth/' 

, This intelligence awakened all the curi- 
0fity of Elkerton, together with fome hopes 
6f beiifg able to revenge himfelf on Dela- 
mere for his contempt and rudenefs. 

" Egad !" cried he, '' V\\ have a peep 
** at this beauty, however." 

So faying, he ftrutted acrofs the yard, 
and placed himfelf under a litde piazza 
which made a covered communication be- 
tween the rooms of the inn which were 
built round the yard, and along which 
they were obliged to pafs to get into the 
chaife. 

The room door opened— Delamere and 
Emmeline appeared at it. 

** Draw up, poftillions, as clofe as yon 
l^ can," cried the waiter. 

Delamere, holding Emmeline's band, 

advanced ; 
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advanced ; ' but on feeing EUceiton, ftie 
ftepped back into the room. 

*' Come, come," faid Delamere— ** ne- 
*^ ver concern yourfelf about that imper- 
^^ tinent fellow/* 

Elkerton, tho' he did not diffinftly hpar . 
this fpeech, had caught a view of the per- 
fon to whom it was addrefled; and tho* 
her face was concealed', her height and air 
convinced him it was Mifs Mowbray. 

^ How do you, Madam ?'^ eif claimed 
he, bowing and advancing — ^* Mifs Mow- 
** bray, 1 hope I have the h'appinefs of 
** feeing you well." 

*' We are in hafte. Sir," faid Delamere, 
leading Emm^hne towards the chaife. 

*^ Nay, my good friend," returned Elker- 
ton, ** allow me I beg to pay my refpedls 
'^ to this lady, with whom I have the ho- 
^^ nour of being acquainted— Mifs Mow- 
*' bray, permit me."- 

He would have taken' the hand which J r ,., 
was difengaged; but Emmeline fhrunk 
from him, and ftepped quickly into the 
chaife. 

Elkerton 
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i 



144 ^-M ^\^ ^^ N E, 

Elkerton ftiU advanced, and leaning at- 
moft into it, he faid — ** Your long jour- 
** ney, I hope, has not too much fatigued 



^' you." 



<c 



By heaven!" exclaimed Delamere, 
** this is too much ! Sir, you are the moft 
^' troublefome, infolent fool, I ever met 
^' with !" 

So faying, he feized Elkerton by the 
collar, and twifting him fuddenly round, 
threw him with great violence againft one 
of the pillars of the piazza. 

He then got into the chaife ; and taking 
out of his pocket two or three cards, on 
which his addrefs was written, he tofled 
them out of the window ; .faying, with a 
voice that ftruck terror into the overthrown 
knight on the ground — " You know where 
^^ to hear of me if you have any thing to 
'[ fay.'* 

The chaife now drove quickly away ; 

while Delamere tried to reaflure Emme- 

line, who was fo much terrified by the fud- 

dennefs of this fcuffle, that (he had hardly 

' breath to reproach him for his impetuofity. 

He 
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He aiifwered, tnat he had kept his temper 
too long with the meddling ideot, and that 
to have overiooked fuch impertinence 
without refentment was not in his nature* 
He tried to laugh off her apprehenfions ; ' 
and flattered by the anxiety ftie felt for his 
fafety, all his gaiety and good humour 
feemed to return. 

But Emmeline, extremely huit to find 
that Elkerton was informed of the journey 
(he had taken, and, vexed that Delamerc 
had engaged in a quarrel, the event of 
^hich, if not perfonally dangerous to him, 
could not fail of being prejudicial to her, * 
continued very low and uneafy the reft of 
their journey, refledting on nothing with 
pleafure but on her approaching inter- 
view with Mrs. Stafford. 
- But this hoped-for happinefs was foon 
converted into the moft poignant uneafinels. 

On their arrival at Woodfield, Emme- 
iijie had the pain" of hearing that Mrs. 
Stafford, who had two days before been 
delivered of a daughter, had continued 
dangeroufly ill ever fince. The phyficians 

VoL.IL H nnV^ 
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who attended her had that day given 
them hopes that her illnefs might end fa^ 
vourably.; but (he was ftill in a fituation fo : 
precarious that her attendants wer^. iix; 
great alarm. 

As (he had anxiouHy expedited Emme- 
line, and exprefTed much aftonilhmeot at: 
not having heard from her the week befarCi 
which was that on which (he had purpofed 
to be with her, and as (lie ftill continued ; 
earneftly to enquire for news of Mifs.Mowt 
bray, Mr. Stafford infifted on informing 
her (he was arrived ; and this inteUigeace 
feemed to give her pleafure. She de(ired > 
Emmeline might come to her bed-fide : 
but (he was fo weak, that (he could only 
in a faint voice exprefs her pleafure at 
the fight of her ; and pre(rmg her hand, 
begged (he would not leave her. 

It was impo(rible Emmeline co^d fpeak 
to her on the fubjed of Delamere, as the 
leaft emotion migh: have been . of the 
moft fatal conlequence ; and tho' (he 
earneftly wilhed he might not have been 
invited to ftay, (hp was obliged to let it 

take 
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take it's courfe. She kft her friend's room 
no more that evening ; and gave her whole 
thoughts and attention to keeping her quiet 
arid adminiftering her medicines, which 
Mrs. Stafford feemed pleafed to receive 
from her hands. 

Mr. Stafford was one of thofe unfortunate 
charafters, who having neither perfeverancc 
and regularity to fir them for ^ufinefs, or 
tafte and genius for more refined purfuits, 
feek, in every cafual occurrence or childiflr 
amufement, relief againfl the tedium qf life. 
Thb'- married very^ early, and tho' father 
of anutrierous family, he had thrown away 
the* time and money, which (hould have 
provided for them, in collefting baubles,' 
which he had repeatedly pofTefTed and dif- 
carded, 'till having exhaufl^d every fource 
that that fpecies of idle folly offered, he 
had been driven, by the fame inability to 
purfue proper objeds, into vices yet more 
fatal to the repofe of his wife, and fchemes 
yet more deflruftive to the fortune of his 
family. Married to a woman who was the 

H 2 deli^^v^ 



delight <>f her friends and the admiration 
of her acquaintance, (urrounded by a lovely 
and encreafing family, and pofliffed of 
«very reafonable means of happinefs, he 
diffipated that property, which ought to 
have fecured it's continuance, in vagvie and 
abfurd projeds which he neither loved or 
underftood ; and his temper growing more 
irritable in proportion as his difficulties 
^ncreafed, he fometimes treated his wife 
with great harihnefs ; and did not feem to 
think it rieceflary, even by apparent kind* 
nefs and attention, to excufe or foften to 
her his general ill condudt, or his " batten- 
^* ing on the moor'* of low aad degrading 
debauchery* 

Mrs, Stafford, who had been married to 
him at fifteen, had long been unconfcious 
of his weaknefs : and when time and her 
own excellent underflanding prefTed the 
fatal conviftion too forcibly upon her, Ihe 
ftill, but fruitlefsly, attempted to liide 
from others what (he faw too evidently her- 

Fear 
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Fear for the future fate of her children, 
and regret to find that fhe had no influence 
over her hufband, together with the know- 
ledge of connections to which fhe had till 
3 few months before been a flranger, had 
given to Mrs. Stafford, whofe temper was 
naturally extremely chearful, that air of 
defpondence, and melancholy caft of mind# 
which Emmelinc had remarked with f6 
much concern- on their fiiil acquaint- 
ance. 

To fuch a man as Mr. Stafford, the ar- 
rival of Delamere afforded novelty, and 
confequently fome degree of fatisfaftion. 
He took it into his head to be extremely- 
civil to him, and preffed him to continue 
fbme time at his houfe ; but Delamere well 
knew that Emmeline would be made un- 
happy by his remaining more than one 
Bight; as Mr. Stafford entered however 
fo warmly into his interefl, he begged of 
him to recolledt whether there was not any 
feoufe to be let within a few miles of Wood- 
ficM.. 

H 3 Mr.. 
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Mr. Stafford inftantly named a hunting 
feat of Sir Philip Carnaby's, wliich he faid 
would , exactly .fuit liim. It's poffeffor, 
whom feme difarrangement in his affairs 
h'cii\ obliged to go abroad for a few years, 
had, ordered it to be let, ready furniftied^ 
from year- to year* 

Delamere went the next morning to the 
attorney who let it ; and making an f^gree- 
niCDt for it, ordered in all die requifites for 
his immediate refidence ; and, till it wa^ 
ready, accepted Mr. Stafford^p. invitation to 
jremain at Woodfield. 

Emmeline, who confined herfelf wholly 
to her friend's apartment, knew nothing of 
this arrangQnient 'till it was concluded : and 
vhen {he heard it,.remQnftxance!andobjeCf- 
tion were v,ain. 

Jixe ijlnefs pf Mrs. Sta^rd, thoMt di^ 
jDOt gain groynd, was ftill very, alarming,, 
and called forth, to a painful ^i^ccfs, that 
Jiyely iynqpathy which Eipmeli^ felt for 
thpfe (hie loved. She cominwd to attend 
her with the tendereft aifiduity j and af?fr 

five 
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five days painful Tufpencc, had die happi- 
nefs to find her out of danger, and well 
enough to hear the relation Etnmdine had 
to make of the involuntary elopement. 

Mrs. Stafford advifed her immediately 
to write to Lord Montreville ; which her 
extreme amciety only had occafioned her fo 
longtod^lay. 



H 4 tHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



LORD Montreville and Sir Richard 
Crofts, after exhaufting every mode 
of enquiry at the end of their journey, with- 
out having difcovered any traces of the 
fugitives, returned to Lx)ndon, Thp un- 
certainty of what was become of his fon, 
and concern for the fate of Emmeline^ 
made his Lordfhip more unhappy than he 
had^et been : and the reception he met 
with on his return home did not contribute 
to relieve him ; he found that no intelli- 
gence had been received of Delamere ; and 
I^y Mo;itreville befet him with com- 
plaints and reproaches. The violence of 
her paflions had, for fome months, fubjedted 
her to fits ; and the evafion of her fon, and 
her total ignorance of what was become 
of him, had kept her in perpetual agony 
during Lord Montreville's abfence. His 
return after fb fuccefslefs ajovirney encreafed 

h^ 
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her luflferings, and fhe was of a temper not 
to fufFer alone, but to inflidt on others fome 
J)art of the pain (he felt herfelf. 

Lord Montreville attempted in vain to 
appeafe and confole her. Nothing but 
' fomefatisfaftory account of Delamere had 
the leaft chance of fucceeding; and his 
Lordlhip, who now fuppofed that Delamere 
and Emmeline were concealed in" the neigh- 
bourhood of London, determined to per-^ 
fevere in every means of difcovering; 
them; 

For this putpofe he had again recourfe 
to the Crofts'; and Sir Richard and both 
his Tons readily undertook to aflift him in 
his fearch, and particularly the elder under^^- 
took it with the warmeft zeal. 

This young man inherited all t|ie cun* 
iiing of his father, together with a coolnefs 
of temper which fiipplied the place of folid 
underftanding and quick parts ; fince it al- 
ways gave, him time to fee where his intereft 
lay, and fteadinefs to pUrfue it. By incef- 
fant ^ffiduity he had acquired the confidence 
- of Lady Montreville, to whom his atten* 

H 5 ^a55^ 
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tion and attexidance were become dmoft: 
jiecefl^. 

Her Ladyftiip never dreamed that a ma^ 
of bis rank covild lift his eye* to either of 
her daughters^ and therefore encaw;age4 ' 
his conftant attendance on them bodi ^ 
>vhile Crofts , was too fenfible of tljiefvajjjae of 
fuch an ^l|i^qe not to take a4vant:^g€ g§ 
the opportunities that were incefla^dy af- 
forded liim. 

Lady Montreville had repeatedly de- 
tlared, that if Delamere married EmmeUne 
all that part of the fortune which (he had a 
right to give away (hoyiki be the fir^pcrty 
pf her eld^ft daughter. This w^§ ijpwafds 
of fix thoufand pounds a year ; and whether 
this ever happened or not. Crofts knevf 
jhat what was fettkd on younger children, 
iKyhich rpuft at ^1 events be divided bfs 
tween the two young ladies^ ^Wo^l4 m^k4S 
fsiihex of them a fortune worthy his ^mbir 
tion, independent of the cpnnedtion h^ 
^puld form by it with Lord Mpntrevill?, 
who now began *to make a very cpnftder- 
able figure in the political world. 

With 
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- Wkh ifeefe views> Crofts had for near 
Xmo years inceflantly applied Jiimfelf to con- 
^ili»t^ the good opinion of the whole fa- 
mily, ^ith fo much art that nobody 
fefpeAed his dcfigns. The flight and cx^n^- 
temptuous treatment he had always re- 
reived from Delamere, he had affeded to 
p6& by with the calm magnanimity of a 
>eteran ftatefman ; and emulating the de- 
luded condtift and fteady indifference of ^ 
age rather than yielding to the warmth of " 
temper natural to five and twenty, he was 
eonfidered as a very rifing arid promifing 
young man by the grave politicians with 
whom he aflbciated, and by thofe of his. 
own age a fupercilious arid folemn cox- 
comb. 

He had ftudied die characters of the two* 
Mifs Delameres, and found that of the eK 
^eft theficteft for his purpofc 5 tho' the per- 
fon of the youngeft, and the pride which. 
leafed the heart of the other, would have 
made a lefs able politician decide for Au- 
gulbi. But he faw that the very pride 
which feemcd an impediment to his hopes, 

H 6 mi^t^. 
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might, xmder proper management, contri* 
biite to their fuccefs. He faw that Ihe really 
loved nobody but herfelf ; that her perfonal 
vanky was greater than the pride of her 
rank ; and that her heart was certainly on 
that fide aifailable. He therefcMre, by diilanC 
hints and fighs, afFedted concealment ; and 
artful fpeeches gave her to uiiderftand that 
all his pmdence had not been able to de» 
fend him from the indifcretion of a hope* 
lefs paffion. 

While he was contented to call it hope- 
lefs, Mifs Delamere, tho* long partial to 
Fitz-Edward, could not refufe herfelf the 
indulgence of hearing it ; and at length 
grew fo accuftomed to allow him to talk to 
her of his unbounded and defpairing love, 
that (he found it very difagreeabk to be 
\yithout him. 

He faw, that unlefs a tide and great eflate 
croiTcd his path, his fuccefs, thb* it might 
be flow, was almofl certain. But he was 
obliged to proceed with cautipn ; notwith- 
{landing he would have been very glad to 
have fccured his prize before the return of 

Dela- 
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IMfiBiCFe to his family threw an obflacle 
in his way which w^s the moft formidable 
he had to contend with. 

He afFedted, however, the utmoft anxiety 
to difcover him ; and recited to Lord Mon- 
treville an exhortation he intended to pro- 
nounce to him, if he Ihould be fortvmatc 
enough to do fo. 

Nothing could be a greater proof of his 
Lordftiip's opinion of Crofts than his entruft- 
ing him with a commiffion, >^hich, if fuc- 
cefsful, could hardly fail of irritating the 
fiery and ungovernable temper of Dela- 
mere, and driving him into exceffes which 
it would require aH the philofophic fteadi* 
nefs of Crofts to fupport without refent- 
ment. 

While Sir Richard and his two fons 
therefore fet about the difficult tafk of find- 
ing Delamere, Lord Montreville went him- 
felf to Fitz-Edward; but heard that for 
many days he had not been at his apart- 
ments, that he had taken no fervants with 
him, and that they knew not whither he 
was gone, or when he would return. 



V 
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Loid Mootreviik, who had dcpe&de^ 
taorc on the mformation of Fhz-Edwaid 
than any other he hoped to obtain, left 4 
fiote dX bis lodgings defiling to fee him as; 
Toon as he came to town, and went baciL 
in encreafed uneaiinefs to his own houfe. 
But among the numberlefs letters whdcfc 
lay on his library table, the diredions df 
which he haftily read in a faint hope of 
liews of Dekmere, he faw one dire6ted by 
the hand of Emmeline. He tore it eagerly 
<>pen— it contained an account of all that 
had happened, written with fuch ckarncfs 
and fimplicity as immediately impreffed it^s 
tnith; and it is difficuk to fay whether 
Lord Montrevillc's pleasure at finding his 
fon ftill unmarried, or his admiratidn at the 
greatnefs of his niece's rhind, were *the pre- 
dominant emotion. 

When the former fentiment a little fub* 
^ded, and he had time to refled on all the 
hcroifm of her conduft, he was almoft 
alhamed of the long oppofition he had 
given to his fon's paiBon; and would, if he 
had not known- his wife** prejudices iovin- 

cible. 
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cAA^y l^ve acknowledged^ diat neither |iie 
jp^efliQA of birth or fortune could txiake 
any amends to him who faw and knew how 
€0 ytdue the beauty of fuch a mind as that 
pf Emmieline^ The inveterate averficm and 
Jfl£urm©untable pride of Lady Montreville^ 
b^ had no kope of conquering ; and flie had 
tQS> much in her power, to fuffer his Lord>- 
Ihip to think of Delamere's lofing fuch a 
iil-rge portion of his inheritance by difobeyv 
ing h^r. For thiefe reafons he checked the 
inclination he felt rifing in his own heart to 
Reward and receive his niece, and thought 
x^nly of mkiog advantage of her integrity to 
Separate his fon frojn her &yr ever. 

He went with the letter in his hand to 
l^dy Montreville's apartment, where he 
found Mr. Crofts and the two young la- 
dies. 

. . He r^^ it to them ; and when he had 
jinii^ed lU ^xpreiSsd in the warmed: tenna 
hi^ ^pprobfttipn of Mifs Mowbray's condu<9:. 
Lady Man^vUk teftified nothing but fatis* 
feftiQfl ^t wifc^ ftie cailkd, '^ the foolifti 
l^ boy'$ i^eipQ from ruin^'V without hav» 
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- img, the generofity to applaud bar whofb 
y iptegrity was fo much the objeft of admira>- 
tion. 

Pofleffing neidier candour nor generofitjr 
hcrfelf, fhe was incapable of loving thofe 
qualities in another ; and in anfwer to Lord 
Montreville's praifes of Enuneline, which 
(he heard with reludtance, fhe was not 
afliamed to fay, that perhaps were the whole 
tmth known, his Lx)rdlhip would' find but 
litrie reafon to fet up his relation^ charafter 
higher than that of his own children — ^to 
which hereldeft daughter added— " Whyi 
^^ to be fure, Madam, there is, as my fa* 
*^ ther fays, fomething very extraordinary 
^^ in Mifs Mowbray 's refufing y«fi& tf match 
^' — that is, // Ihe has no other attach*^ 
*^ ment/' 

Augufta Delamere heard all that her fa-^ 
ther faid in commendation of her beloved 
Emmeline, with eyes fuffufed with tears, 
which drew on her the anger of her mother 
and the malignant fneers of her lifter. 

. The two young ladies however wdre fent 
away, while a council was held betweeii 

Lord 
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"Lord and Lady Montreville and Crofts, on 
what fteps it was imnjediately neceffary to 
take. 

Several ideas were ftarted, but none which 
his Lordfhip approved. He determined 
therefore to write to his fon ; with whofe 
refidence at Tylehurft, the houfe of Sir 
Philip Carnaby, Emmeline's letter ac- 
quainted him ; and wait his anfwer before 
he proceeded farther. 

With this refolution. Lady Montreville 
was extremely difcontented ; and propofed, 
as the only plan on which they could de- 
pend, that his Lordftiip, under pretence of , 
placing her properly, ftiould fend EmmeKac 
to France, and there confine her till Dela- 
mere, hopelefs of regaining her, (hould 
confent to marry Mifs Otley. 

Her Lady (hip urged — " That it could 
^^ not poflibly do the girl any harm ; and 
^* that very worthy people had not fcrupled 
^* to commit much more violent adions 
** where their motive was right, tho* lefs 
^* ftrong, than that which would in this 
II cafe aftuate Lord Montreville, which 
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** was, (he faid, to fave the fole remaining 
*' heir of a noble houfe from a degrading 
** and beggarly alliance," 

" Hold ! Madam/' cried Lord Mon- 
trcville, who was extremely difpleafed ^ 
the propdfal, and with the fpeech with 
which it clofed*— ** Remember, I beg of 
you, that when you fpeak of the Mow- 
bray family, you fpeak of one very little 
*' if at all inferior to your own ; nor ftiould 
you, L^dy Montrcville, forget, in the 
•* heat of your refentment, that you area 
^ woman— a woman too, whofe birth 
^ fliould at leaft give you a liberal mind, 
^ and put yeu above thinking of an adtioa 
•^* as unfemenine as inhuman. Surely, as 
•* a mother who have daughters of your 
*^ own, you fhould have fome feeling for 
*< this young woman ; not at all their infe- 
•^ rior, but in being.bom under circum- 
** ftances for which flic is not to blame, 
** and which mark: widi fufficient unhappi* 
^ nefs a life that might otherwife have 
^ done as much honour to my family 

^ as 
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*^ as I hope your- daughters will do to 
^* your's." 

The flighteft contradidtion was what 
Lady Montreville had never been ac- 
cuftomed to bear patiently. The afperity 
therefore of this fpeech, and the total rejec- 
tion of her projjsft, threw her into an agony 
of paflion which ended in an hyfteric fit. 

Lord Montreville, lefs moved than ufual, 
committed her to the care of her daughters 
and women, and continued to talk coolly 
to Crofts on the fubjedt they were before 
rdifcufling. 

After confidcring it in every point (rf 
view, he determined to leave Delamere at 
•prefent to his own refleftions ; only writing 
to him a calm and expoflxilatory" lettenj 
which, together with Emmeline's fteadi- 
nefs, on which he bow r<?lied with the ut- 
moft confidence, might, he thoqght^ efFesft 
mote than violent meafures. His Lord- 
ihip wrote alfo to EmmeUne, ftrongly ex- 
prefling his adn^iration and reg^d ; and hk 
confidence and efteem endeafed her jdefine 
Jto defcirvje th^m* 
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Mrs. Stafford was now nearly recovered; 
and . Delamere fetded at his new houfe, 
where he ahvays returned at night, tho* he 
pafled almoft every day at Woodfield, 

His mornings were often occupied in 
thofe amufements of which he had been (6 
fond before his paffion for Emmeline be- 
came the only bufinefs of his life ; and {e- 
cure of feeing her continually and of telling 
how he loved her, he was more reafonable 
than he had yet been. 

The letters, however, which now arrived 
from Lord Montreville, a little difturbed 
his felicity. They gave Emmeline an op- 
portunity to exhort him to return to Londen 
—to make his peace with his father, and 
quiet the uneafinefs of Lady Montreville, 
which his Lordlhip reprefented as exceffive, 
and as fatal to her health as to the peace of 
die whole family. 

Emmeline urged him by every tie of duty 
and affedion to relieve the anxiety of his 
family, and particularly to attend to the 
efie& his abfence and difobedience had on 
the conftitution' of his mother, which had 

long 
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long been extremely fhaken. But to all 
her remonftrances, he anfweFed— ^^ That he 
'^ would not return till Lady Montreville 

would promife never to renew thofe re-^ 

fleftionsand reproaches which had driven 
^ him from Audley-Hali ; and to which 
*^/ he apprehended he fhould now be more 
^^ than ever expofed.*' v 

As Emmehne could not pretend to pro- 
cure fudh an engagement from her Lady- 
ihip, all (he could do was to inform Lord 
Montreville of his objeftion, and to leave 
it to him to make terms between Delamere 
aad his mother^ 

Near a month had now elapfed fince 
Emmeline's arrival at Woodfield ; and the 
r<eturning ferenity of her mind had reftored 
to her countenance all it's bloom and bril- 
liancy. She had indeed no other uneafinefe 
than what arofe from her anxiety to procu^ 
quiet to her uncle's family, and from her 
obfervations on the encreafing melancholy 
of Mrs. Stafford, for which fhe knew too 
well how to account. 

Even thisj however, often appeared al- 
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kviat^d by her prefence, and forgotten in 
her converfation ; and (he rejoiced in the 
power of afibrding atemporary relief to the 
forrows of one whom fhe fo truly loved. 

This calm was interrupted by Elkerton, 
by whom the affront he had received at 
Staines, from Delamere, had not been for- 
gotten, tho' he by no means relifhed the 
thoughts of refenting it in the way his 
friend Jackman, and all who heard of it, 
propofed. 

Tbriik his life and all his finery, feemed 
a-moft cruel condition : but Jackmanpro- 
' tefted there was no other by which he could* 
retrieve - his honour* Atid his friend at 
whdfe houfe he w^s, on the borders of 
Hampfliire, who had been an officer in the 
military fervice of the Eaft India Company, 
and had acquired a princely fortune, felt 
himfelf infpired with all the pundtilios of a 
foldier, and declared to Elkerton that if 
he put up with tliis affVont no man of ho- 
nour could hereafter fpeak to him. 

Poor Elkerton, who in the aiticle of 
fighting, as well as many odiers, extremely 

re- 
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rdfembled " li Bourgeois Geniilbdtnmey* 
made all die evafions in his power ; while 
his foi difani friends, who enjoyed his 
daftrefs, perfifted in pufliing him on to de^ 
mand fatisfaftion of Delamere; but afters 
long debates, he determined firft to tOfafk: 
him for an apology. There was, he thought, 
fome hope of obtaining it i if not, he could 
only vql the laft extremity have recourfe to 
the defperate expedient of a challenge. He 
wrote therefore a letter to Delamere, . re^ 
quefting, in the civilefl: and mildeft terms, 
an apology for his behaviour at Staines ; and 
fent it by a fervant, as it was not more than 
twenty miles from the houfe where he was 
to that Mr. Delamere had taken, 

Delamere returned a contemptuous re- 
fufal ; but neither mentioned the letter to 
Emmeline nor thought again about it's 
writer. 

The unfortunate Elkerton, who re- 
proached inceflantly his evil ftars for hav- 
ing thrown this hot-headed boy in bis way, 
could not conceal from his friends the un- 
accommodating anfwer he had received to 
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his pacific overture ; and it was agreed that 
ElkertoQ m^ either deterihine to fi^t 
him, or be excluded from good company 
for ever. The challenge, therefore, penned 
by die Afiatic hero, was copied with a 
trembling hand by Elkeiton ; and Jackman, 
who had offered to be his fecond, fet out 
with him for the town near Tylehurft. 

On their arrival, Jackman took a poft- 
cliaife to carry the billet to Ddamere, leav- 
ing th'e terrified Elkerton to fettle all his 
affairs^ both temporal and fpiritual, againft 
the next morning, when Delamere was ap- 
pointed to meet him on a heath near the 
town, at feven o^clock. 

Jackman found Delamere with Fitz- 
Edward, who had arrived there that day. 
He deliver-ed his letter, and Delamere im- 
mediately anfwered it by faying he would 
not fail to attend the appointment, with his 
friend Colonel Fitz-Edward. 

During Jackman's abfence, Elkerton 
tried to argue himfelf into a ftate of mind 
fit for the undertaking of the next day. 
But he found no arguments gave him any 

fort 
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£bit of fatisfadtion^ fave two; one Was,. that 
as moft difputes ended wkh firing a brace 
of piftols in the air, the probability was, 
that he (hotild be as fortunate as others— 
the fecond, that if the worft Ihould hap- 
pen, he fliould at leaft make a paragraph 
worthy fome hazard : and that whether he 
killed Delamere, or fell himlelf, an affair 
of honour with a young man of his rank 
would extremely contribute to his fame, . 

Neither of thefe refledions however liad 
force enough to prevent his heartily wilhing 
there was no neceffity to employ them ; and 
he contrived to make fuch a buftle with 
his fervant about his piftols, and fent forth 
fo many enquiries for an able furgeon, that 
it was known immediately at the inn where 
he was, that the gentleman was come to 
iight young Squire Delamere. 

In a country town, fuch intelligence 
foon gained ground ; and before Jackman's 
return, every (hop in it had fettled the 
place and manner of the combat. 

One of Mr. Stafford's fervants was at the 
inn, which was alfo the poft houfe ; where 

Vol. U. I ^^ 
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the landlady failed not to tell him what * 
bloody-minded man was in the next room. 
The fervant, who like all people of his fta- 
tion delisted m the wonderful and the ter- 
rible, collefted all the particulars ; which 
he retailed on his arrival at home, with all 
the exaggerations his invention would lend 
him. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



TH E maid who waited on Emmeline 
had no fooner heard thefe particulars, 
than conceiving her to be more interefted 
in the fate of Delamere than any other per- 
fon, fhe ran up to tell her of it ; and tho' 
fhe had not retained the name of Elkerton 
perfeftly, Emmeline, who inftantly re- 
coUefted the adventure at Staines, faw the 
truth at once ; and was terrified at the im- 
pending event to a degree that made her 
fof a moment incapable of refleftion. 

To be^ however remotely or however 
innocently, the caufe of any man's hazard- 
ing his life, was (hocking to all her feel- 
ings. But to fuppofe that Lord Montrc- 
ville might be made by her means the moft 
wretched of human beings, by the lofs of 
an only and beloved fon, was an idea 
which froze her blood. 

Her regvd for Delamere, which was 

la ^^ 



172 EMMEL INK, 

the afFeftion of a fifter fomewhat heightened 
perhaps by his perfevering preference of 
herfelf, her friendlhip for Augufta, and her 
anxiety fof the peace of his whole family, 
added to her general tendernefs of heart, 
all co-operated to diflrefs her on this occa- 
fion. As foon as (he could recoUeft what 
was befl to be done, ftie fought Mr. Staf- 
ford, to whom fhe related what (he had 
heard, which the fervant who had brought 
the intelligence repeated before him. 

Mr. Stafford, at Emmeline's earneft re- 
queft, fet out for the houfe of Delanaere, 
who had not that day been at Woodfield 
becaufe he expedted Fitz-Edward. Mr. 
Stafford delivered to him a preffing entreaty 
from Emmeline that he would forbear to 
meet Elkerton, or at Ifeaft delay it 'till fhe 
could fpeak to him ; but Dclamere (hewing* 
Stafford the letter he had received, defired 
him to go back and make Emmeline eafy 
as well as he could, fince to comply with 
her requed was entirely out of his power. 
To the neceflity of his. meeting Elkerton, 
Stafford affented; and returned home to 

relate 
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relate the little fuccefs of his embafly^ 
while the terror and alarm of Emmclinc 
■were only encreafed by his vifit. 

Such was her anxiety, that (he would 
have gone herfelf to Tylehurft, if Mrs. 
Stafford had not reprefented to her that it 
would be certainly improper, and probably 
ineffeftual. 

She paffed a fleeplefs night, tormenting 
herfelf with a thoufand imaginary modes^ of 
mifery which might arife from the meeting 
of the next day. But while (he continued 
to form and rejeft projefts for preventing 
it, feven o^clock paffed^ and the rencentn 
ended without bloodfhed ; the cautious 
valour of Elkerton having been fo loud, 
that a magiftrate who lived in the town, 
and who was well known to^ Lord Mo>n- 
treville, had heard of it, and, with a party 
of conftables, had followed Elkerton at 
fome diftance. They concealed themfelves^ 
by the juftices order, in a gravel-pit near 
the place of combat, and there faw the 
ground already pofleffed by Delamere and 
Fitz-Edward^ 

1 3^ "e^: 
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The trembling challenger, with a faw 
as pale as if Delamere's piftol had already 
done it*8 worft, followed by Jackman, on 
whofe undaunted countenance he caft a 
rueful and imploring look, then rode 
flowly up, pundual to tlie time. . 

The ufual ceremonies pafled, Elkerton^s 
blood feemed to be all gone to his heart, to 
encourage it to be ftout ; and his knees, 
which trembled moft piteoufly, appeared to 
refent the defertion. He caft round the heath 
tt hopelcfs look— no fuccour approached I 
The ground was meafured ; each took 
their poft ; and his trembling encreafed fo 
violently, that Delamere apprehended very 
little from a piftol in fo unfteady a hand. 
Put had he apprehended more, he was of 
a temper to receive it unfhrinkingly- , The 
moment to fire now arrived ; and Elkerton, 
while cocking his piftol, faw the pofe rife 
put of the gravel-pit ; but he was too far 
gone to be fehfible of the feafonable relief; 
therefore, without knowing what he was 
about, he fired his piftol before they could 
feize his arm, and then ftood like a ftatue, 

nearly 
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tiearly mfenfiUe of the happinefs of his 
delivcraoce. 

The ji^ce advancing himfelf on horfe- 
back, now put both the gentlemen under 
arreft: and Elkerton feeing hinifelf at 
length fafe for the prefent, thought^ he 
might venture to infill on (landing Mr» 
Delamere's fire. The more the worthy 
juflice oppofed it, the more vehement he 
grew : but Dclamere, who defpifed him 
coo much to be really angry with him^ 
went t)fF the field, telling Elkerton that any 
other time, when there were fewer wit- 
fiefies, he would give him what further 
fatisfaAion he might require. He gave 
his honour to the juflice that he would 
trouble himfclf no farther about the affair ; 
and Elkerton having given Jackman's bail 
forhisfx^ent pacific intentions, was fuf- 
fered to go alfo. 

He returned to the houfc of his Eaft 
Indian friend, exulting fecretly in his 
efc^)e, and openly in his valour, to which 
latter Jackman did not bear teftimony fo 
warmly as he thought friendfhip required. 

1 4 \i^\^\- 
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Detennined, however, to lofe no part of 
the glory which he thought he had dearly 
purcbafed by being frightened out of his 
wits, he wrote, in the form of a letter, a 
moft tremendous account of the duel to 
the daily papers, in which he defcribed all 
it*s imaginary horrors, and ended widi af- 
ferting very roundly, that *• Mr, Elkerton 
*^ had the misfortune dangeroufly to wound 
^' the Hon. Frederic Delamere ; and, when 
*• this account came away, there were no 
** hppes of his recovery/* 

Having fecured himfclf a fame, at leaft^ 
for two or three days, he fet out for London 
to enjoy it ; never reflefting on any other 
confequences than thofe moft flattering to 
his ridkillous vanity. He knew he fhould 
be talked of; and by xeprefenting ^hat 
had noi happraed^ hav^ a fair opportunity 
of telling what bad, in his own way. 

When Emmeline, who had never ceafed 
walking about and lifteoing, faw Delamere 
and Fitz-Edward riding quiedy acrofs the 
lawn which led to the houfe, flie ran 
eagerly down to meet them ; but the idea 

that 
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diat Elkerton might pofltibly be killed 
checked her joy ; and when they came up 
to her, breathlefs agitation prevented her 
aiking what (he wanted to know. Dela- 
mere, who faw her fo pale and terrified,', 
thiew himfelf inftantly off his horfe and 
caught her in his arms. 

^' Has no harm happened, Mr. Dela- 
^* mere?** 

^^ None in the world, my Emmeline.- 
^ Nobody is hurt fo much as you are ; 
^* tho' poor Elkerton was almofl as mucli 
*^ frightened. Come, pray compofe your- 
^ fclf — you have not yet the glory to boaft 
'* of having a life loft about you/' 

*^ Heaven forbid that I ever fhould !** 
anfwered fhe— *^ I am grateful that there 
^^ has been no mifchief !— Oh ! if I could 
** deferibe what I have fiiffered, furely 
f* you would never terrify me fo again/* 

She could not reftrain her tears i Dela- 
mere led her into the houfe ; where, whild 
Mrs. Stafford gave her hartftiorn and water, . 
Delamere, at her requeft, related exaftljf 
what had happened : and having given 

I 5 ^Sjbmks.^^^ 
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Emmelinc his honour that he would tl^iil^ 
no more of the affair if Elkerton did not> 
the tranquillity of the houfe reeme4 to h9 
reftored^ and Delamere and Fitz-£dwar4 
V^ere invited to dinner ; where great alt^a^ 
tion in the looks of the latter, was reni^tfli;^ 
by both the ladies. Nor was it in looks 
only that iFitz-Edward was exdremely 
changed.-7-His chearfulnefswas quite gone; 
he appeared to be ineffe<Ehially ftruggHng 
with ibme unconquerable uneafingfs; and 
tho' his foft and infinuating manners were 
the fame. He no longer fdught, by a thou- 
fand agreeable fallies and lively anecdotes^ 
to entertain ; or whatever attempt he made 
was fo evidently forced, that it loft it's 
fuccefs* Remarkable for his temperance 
|tt table, for which he had often endured 
the ridicule of his companions, he now 
feemed to fly to the bottle, agJMnft his 
inclination, as if in hopes to ^ocurc him- 
feif a temporary fupply of fpirits. / 

Every day after that on which En^n^- 
^ne and Mrs. Stafford inada this r^mork^ 
it's juftice was m9re evidentt 

While 
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Wkile Ddamcre waa in the fields, Fiiz- 
£dwaurd would fit whole mornings with 
Mrsi Stafford and Emmdine, leaning on 
thjqr work^-table, or looking over Emxne- 
line, bofied with her pencil. Had 'his 
iharked attention to Mrs. Stafford coAti- 
xmed, ihe would have feen his behavioiu: 
with great alarm ; but he no longer paid 
her thofe oblitjue yet exprcflive compli- 
ments of \diich beufed to be fo lavifh. It 
filmed, as if otcv^ied by fome other' 6b- 
jcft, he ftiU admired and revered her> and 
wifhed to make her the confidant of the 
forrow that oppreffed him. If they were 
accidentally alone, he appeared on the 
point of telling her ; then fuddenly check- 
ing himfelJ^ be changed the difcourfe, or 
iabruptly left her ; and as he was a man 
whcmi it was impdfible to know without 
receiving fome impreffions in his favour, 
Ihc fek, as weH as Emmeline, a pity for 
him, which they wilhed to be juftified in 
feding, by hearing that whatever was the 
caufe of his unhappiiiefs, he bad not bpought 
it ati himfelf by a^y crime that would make 

1 6 ^Js^s£\s. 



\ 



l8o £ M M £ L I N £> : 

their regard for him biameable.— For Em- 
melinc, tho' (he knew that it was with no 
good defign he had contributed to Deia»» 
meJ^e's getting hcrofF^ yet could not per- 
fume herfelf to hate him for it, when he 
not only humbly folicited her forgivenefs^ 
but protefted that he was truly rejoiced, as 
well as aftonilhed at her fteadinefs and good 
conduft ; and would be fo far from encou-? 
raging any fuch atteitxpt for the future^ 
that he would be the firft to caU Delamere 
to an account, could he fuppofe Jbc har- 
boured intentions which he now confidered 
as ungenerous and criminal. 

Thefc declarations h^ made his peace 
both with Emrnelin^ and her friend ; and 
his languid and fentiment^ cpnverfatioQ, 
tho' it made him lefs entertaining, did not 
make him lefs interefting to either of them. 

Mr. Stafford, ever in pyrfuit of fome 
wild fcheme, was now gone for a few days 
into another county, to make himfelf ac- 
quainted with the propefs of manuring land 
with old wigs— a mode of agriculture on 
which Mr. Headly had lately written a 

treatifc 
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treatife fo cdnviitcing, that Mr. Stafford 
was determined to adopt it on his own 
farm as foon as a fufficient number of wigs 
•ccmld be procured for the purpofe. 

During this abfence, and on die fourth 
day after Elkerton's exploit, a ftormy morn- 
ing had driven Delamere from the fields; 
who went into Mrs. Stafford's dreffing- 
room, where he fDund Fitz-Edward reading 
Cecilia to Mrs. Stafford and Mifs Mowbray 
while they fat at work. 

Mrs. Stafford had her two little boys at 
her feet ; and when Delamere appeared, (he 
defired him to take a chair quietly, and not 
clifturb fo fober a party. But he had not 
been feared five minutes, before the chil- 
dren, who were extremely fond of him, 
crept to him, and he began to play with 
them and to make fuch a noife, that Mrs. 
Stafford laughingly threatened to fend all 
the riotous boys into the nurfery together— 
when at that moment Millefleur, who had 
fome time before come down to attend his 
mafter, - entered the room with a letter 
\ ■. which 
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vdiich he faid came exprefs from Bttkley^ 
fqoare. 

Delamere faw that his father's liand had 
almoft illegibly direded it- He opened k 
in fearful hafle^ and read thefe words— - 

'* Before this meets you, yow mother wUl 
** probably be no more. A paragrajAt in 
** the newfpaper, in which you are faid to 
/* have been kUled in a duel, threw her 
*^ into convulfions. I fatisfied myfelf pf 
, *' your fafety by feeing the nxan with whom 
*' you fought, but your mother is incapable 
^^ of hearing it; Unhappy boy ! if you 
*^ would fee her alive, come away in-^ 
^^ flantly. 

^* MONTREVILLB.'* 

BiriUy^S^are^ Feh. 29* 

It is impoflible to fay whetheir the coa* 
fteraarion of Ea«n<§lifie 01: thM of Dekmere 
-wae thi9 grejatefl:. By the dread&l idea of 
limngQCcafioaedU^moth^s death, every 
i^lheir wan for a moment abforbed* He 

flew 
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fl^w without fpeaking down ftairs, and imp 
the ftable where he had left his horfe; but 
his groom had carried the horfe to his own 
ftabi^js^j fuppofing his matter would flay 
'till night,^ Without recoUcKEting that he 
might take one of Mr. Stafford's, he ra|i 
bi^ck into the room where Emmeline was 
weeping in the arms of her friend, ami 
clafping her wildly to his bofom, he ex- 
claimed-^'^ Farewell, Emmeline! Fare- 
well, perhaps, for ever ! If I lofe my 
mother I (hall never forgive iwjj/Jri^; and 
*' (hall be a wi*etch unworthy of you. 
*' Deareft Mrs* Stafford ! take care I be^ 
^' feech you of her, whatever becomes qf 






*' me.'* 



Having faid this, he ran away again 
without his hat, and darted acrofs the Uwn 
towards his own hoiife, meajiing to go thi- 
tl^er on foot ; but Fi^z-Edward, with mpj^ 
pr^<?nce of mindj was diredipg two qf 
Mr. §t#orc|'s hprfes to be faddled^ wi^ 
which he foQD^ overtook Pelam^re ; and 
pxoci?e4ing together to tl^e town, they got 
km. a pgftr Qh^e„ 9^ we»J as expcdifto\4y 
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as foiir horfes could take them^ towards 
London. 

Equally impetuous in all his feelings, 
hb grief at the fuppofed misfortune was as 
▼icrfent as k ^could have been had he been 
fure that the worfl had already happened. 
He now remembered, with infinite felf-rc»- 
proach, how much uneafinefs and diftrefs he 
had occafioned to Lady Montreville fincc 
he left her in November at Audley-HaH 
without taking leave — and recoUefting all 
her tendemefs and afFe6tion for him froiti 
the earlieft dawn of his memorjs her foli- 
citude in his ficknefs, when (he had attended 
him herfelf and given up her reft and health 
to contribute to his ; her partial fondnefsV 
which few merit even in his errors; her per- 
petual and ardent anxiety for what (he be- 
lieved would fecure hiis happinefs — ^he fet. 
in oppdfition to it his own negledt^ impa^ 
tience, anddifobedience ; and called himfelf 
an unnatural and ungrateful monfter. 

Fitz-Edward could hardly refbain his 
extravagant ravings during the journey; 
which having performed as expeditioufly 

as 
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as poffible^they arrived in Bcrkley-fqiiare ; 
where, when the porter opened the door to 
them, Delamere had not courage to afk 
how his mother did ; but on Fitz-Edward's 
ciiquiry, the porter told diem ftie was alive, 
and not worfe. ■ 

ReUeved by this account, Delamere fent 
to his fether to know if he might wait upon 
him. 

His Lordfhip anfwered-— *^ That he would 
** only fee Colonel Fitz-Edward ; but that 
'* Delamere mi^t come in, to wait 'till his 
f * mother's phyficians arrived/' 

Lord Montreville was indeed fo irritated 
againft Delamere by all the trouble and 
anxiety he had fufFered on his account, that 
he determined to fhew his refentment ; and 
in diis refolution he was encoura^d by Sir 
Richard Crofts, who reprefented to him 
that his mother's danger, and his father's 
difpleafure, might together work upon his 
mind, and induce him to renounce an at- 
tachment which occafioned to them both fo 
much unhappinefs. 

It was in this hope that his Lordfhip re- 
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fufed to fee his ion ; and while Fitz-Edwaarjd 
vfcnt to him, Delamere was {hewn into ano- 
ther room, where fais'youngeft £fter imme- 
diately came to him. 

She received him with rapture mingled 
with tears ; and related to him the natvu^ 
of his mother's illnefs; which had feized her 
two days before, on her imfortunately 
taking up a newfpaper from the breakfaftr 
table, where it was very confidently ikid 
that he was mortally wounded in a duel 
by a perfon named Elkerton, of Portland- 
Place. That Lord MontteviUe had luckily 
had a letter from Fitz-Edward the day be- 
fore, (whom he had forgiven the part he 
took in regard to Emmeline on no other 
condition than that he (hould go down to 
him, and give his Lordihip an account of 
his conduct) and that therefore he was lefs 
alarmed, tho* very much hurried by the 
paragraph. 

He had, however, gone to Elkerton's 
lK)ufe, where he found him very compofedly 
receiving the enquiries of his fiiehds, and 

•v^here 
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-where he infiAed on hearing exadly what 
had happened. 

His Lordfliip inamediately returned to 
his wife ; but the convulfions had arilen to 
{o alarming an height^ that (he was no 
longer capable of hearing him ; and (he had 
ever fince continued to have, at very ftiort 
intervals, fuch dreadful fits, as had entirely 
contrafted her left fide, and left very little 
hope of her recovery. 

Delamere was extremely (hocked at thi^ 
account; and after waiting fome time, 
Fitz*£dward came to him, and told him 
that his father was extremely angry, and ab- 
folu^ly refufed to fee him or hear his apo- 
logy, unlefs he would firft give his honour 
that if Lady Montreville (houid furvivc the 
yinefs his indifcreet raftinefs had brought 
upon her, he would, as foon as (he was out 
of danger, go abroad, and remain there till 
he (hould obtain forgivenefs for his pad 
jerrors and leave to return. 

The heart of Delamere was acce(fiblc 
Dnly by the avenues of affe(5tion and kind- 

nefs; 
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nefs; compulfion and threats only made 
him more refolutely perfift in any fa- 
vourite projeft. Sir Richard Crofts there- 
fore, who had advifed this meafure, 
fhewed but little knowledge of his tem- 
per, and never was more miftaken in his 
politics. 

Delamere no fooner heard the meflage, 
than he knew with whom it originated; 
and full of indignation at finding his fa- 
ther governed by a man for whom he felt 
only avcrfion and contempt, he anfwered, 
with great afperity— '* That he came thi- 
** ther not to folicit any favour, but to 
^ fee his mother. That he would not 
^^ be didated to by the Crofts; but 
'* would remain in town *tiJl he knew 
^^ vdjether.his mother defir^d to fee him; 
^' and be ready to wait on his father 
*' when he would vouchfafe to treat hint 
J* as his fon.'* 

He then fliook hands with Fitz-Edward^ 
kiffed his fifter, and walked out of the 
houfe, in fpite cJf their united endeavours 

ta 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE. 189 

to detain him. All they could obtain of 
him was his confent to go to Fitz-Ed- 
ward's lodgings, as he had none of his 
own ready ; from whence he fent conftantly 
every hour to enquire after Lady Mon- 
treville. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X- 



EMMELINE, in the meantime, re- 
mained in great uneiafinefs at Wood- 
field. Delamere, on his firft arrival in town, 
wrote a fliort and confufed note ; by which 
Ihe only learned Aat Ladjj Montreville was 
alive. After fome days fhe received the 
following letter from Augufta Delamere. 

'* I will now try, my deardft Emmeline, 
^^ to give you an account of what has 
^* paffed here fince my brother's arrival. 

^^ My mother is happily better ; knows 
** every body and fpeaks more diftindtly ; 
*' her fits return lefs frequently ; and upon 
" the whole, the phyficians give us hopes 
*' of her recovery, but very httle that (he 
*' will ever be reftored to the ufe of the arm 
/* which is contrafted. 

" On Friday, in an interval of her fits, 
f^ Sir Hugh Cathcart and Dr. Gardner, 

*^ her 
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^* her phyficians^ propofcd that fhc fhould 
fee my brother, of whofe being hving 
nothing wc could any of us fey conld 
** convince her. She repeated to Dr* 
*V Gardner, 'who ftaid widi her after the 
^ other went, diat (he was deceived. 

** He afllmKi her that (he was deceived 
^* in nothing but in her fodden and \m- 
** happy prcpofTdlion ; for that Mn De- 
*^ lamcre had never been m the leaft dan^r, 
*' and was actually in perfeft health. 

^ He is alive !' cried my mother, moum- 
'* fully—* I thank God he is alive; but he* 

* knows my illnefs, and I do not fee him— » 

* Ah ! it is too certain I have loft my fon !*' 

• You have not been able to fee him, 

* my dear madam ; but he came up as foon 
^ as he heard of your fituadon, and now 

* waits your commands at Colonel Fitz- 
^ Edward^s lodgings. — Do you wi(h to fee; 
^ him?' 

* I do ! I do wifti to fee him !— Oh ! let 

* him come !* 

** The agitation of her mind, however, 
^ brought on almoft inftantly a return of 
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** the diforder ; and before my hrother's ar* 
** rival, fhe was infenfible. 

** Her diftorted features ; her hands eon* 
^* traded, her eyes glazed and fixed, her 
^^ livid complexion, and the agonizing ex- 
** preflion of her countenance, were at 
** their height when Delamerc was defired 
** to go into the room : my father believed 
^* that the fight of his mother in fuch a 
** fituation could not but affedt the feelings 
^^ of her fon. 

** It did indeed afFeft him ! He ftood a 
*^ moment looking at her in filent terror; 
** then, as if fuddenly recoUedting that he 
*^ had been the caufe of this dreadful al- 
teration, he turned away, clafped his 
hands together, and burfl into teara. 
My mother neither faw him or heaid 
*' his loud fobs. My fifler looked at him 
reproachfully ; and apparently to efcape 
** from her, he came to me, and iakii]ig 
*' my hand, kifTed it, and afked how long 
^\ this melancholy fcene would laflt ? 

*^ The phyfician, who heard the queftion, 
*^ faid the fit was going off. . It did fo in a 

" few 
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*^ few minutes. She fighed deeply; and 
feeing the doftor ftill fitting by her, Ihe 
afked if he would ftill perform his prq,- 
*^ mife, and let her fee her fon ? 

*^ At thefe words, Delamere ftepped for- 
•^ ward, and threw himfelf on his knees by 
^^ the bed fide. He wept aloud; and eagerly 
*^ kiffed his mother's hands, which he 
*' bathed in tears. 

*^ She looked at him with an expreffion 
** to which no defcription can do juftice ; 
*^ but unable to fpeak, fhe feemed ftrug- 
y gling to explain herfelf ; and the phy- 
*^ fician, fearful of fuch agitation, faid— 

* There, madam, is Mr. Delamere ; not 
^ only alive, but willing, I am perfuaded, 
^ to give you, in regard to his future con- 
^ dudt, any aflTurances that you require to 
^ tranquillife your mind.' 

* No ! * faid (he, fighing— * that Delamere 
^ is living, I thank heaven !— but for the 
^ reft— I have no hopes.* 

* For the reft,' refumed the do<5tor, * he 

* will promife any thing if you will only 
^ make yourfelf eafy.' 

Vol. IL K '^ At 
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" At this moment my Lord entered**— i 
^ You fee. Sir,' faid he fternly to Delamere, 
*^ whom he had not feen fince his arrival in 
^* London—* you fee to what extremity 
^ your madnefs has reduced your mothier.' 

** Delamere, ftill on his knees, looked 
^^ forrowfuUy up, as if to enquire what re- 
^^ paration he coukl make ? 

** My fatlier, appearing to underftand 
'^^ the quellion, faid— * If you would not 

* be indeed a parricide, fliew Lady Mon- 
^ treville that you have a fenfe of your 

* errors, and will give her no farther un- 

* eafinefe/ 

^ Do Frederick,' cried my fifter. 
^ In what way. Sir ? * faid my brother, 
^* very mournfully. 

* Tell her you will confent to fulfil all 

* her wiflies.' 

* Sir,' faid Delamere firmly, ^ if to facri- 
fice my own life would reftore my mo- 

* therms, I would not hefitate ; but if what 

* your Lordfhip means relates to Mifs 
^ Otley, it is abfolutely out of my power.* 

' He 
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^ He is already married^ I doubt not,* 
*^ fighed my mother^ 

* Upon my foul I am not/ 

* Come, come,' cried Dr. Gardner, ^tliis 
^ is going a great dea^ too far; your Lady- 
^ fliip is but juft convinced your fon is 

* living, and my Lord Ijere is already 
^ talking of other matters* Tell me, 

* madam— what do you wifh Mr. Dela- 
^ mere to fay ?* 

* That he will not marry,* eagerly inter- 
^^ rupted my father, ^ but with his mother's 

* confent and mine.* 

•^ I will not, my Lord/ faid Dclamere, 
fighing. 

^ That as foon as Lady Montreville is 
well enough to allow you to leave her, 
you will go abroad for a twelvemonth or 
longer if I (hall judge it expedient.* 
^ I will promife tbat^ if your Lordfhip 
makes a point of it— ^f my mother infifts 
upon it* — But, my Lord, if at the end 
of that time Emmeline Mowbray is ftiH 
fingle— — my Lord, you do not expeft 
unconditional fubmiffion — 1 fhall then 

K 2 ^ vx 
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^ in my turn hope that you and my mo- 
^ ther will make no farther oppofition to 
^ mywifties/ 

*^ My father, who expeded no conceffion 
** from Deiamere, had at firft aiked of him 
more than he intended to infift on, and 
now appeared eager to ciofe with the 
firft terms he could obtain. Accepting 
*^ therefore a delay, inftead of a renuncia- 
** tion, he faid'' — ^ Well, Delamere, if at 

* the end of a twelvemonth you fHll infift 
^ on marrymg Mifs Mowbray, I will not 

* oppofe it. Lady Montreville, you hear 
^ what your fon engages for ; do ycai agree 
^ to the terms ?' / 

*' My mother faid, very faintly-^ 
^ Yes.' 

The promife was repeated on both 
fides before the phyfician and Fitz- 
^ Edward, who came in at the latter part 
^* of this fcene. My mother ieemcd re- 
luftandy to accede; complained of ex- 
treme faintnefs ; and the fcene beginning 
•• to grow fatiguing to her, my brother 
•^ offered to retire* She gave him her 

hand^ 
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** hand, which he kiffed, and at her defire 
'* confented to return to the apartments 
*^ here which he ufed to occupy. My 
*• mother had that evening another attack^ 
** tho* it was much lefs fevere. But as the 
^' contradlion does not give way to any 
^ remedies yet ufed, the phyficians pro- 
^* pofe fending her to Bath as foon as (he 
is able to bear the journey. 

Thus, my deareft Emmeline, I have 
^* punftuaDy related all you appear fo 
^ anxious to know, on which I leave you 
•* to refleft. My mother now fees my 
** brother every day ; but he has defired 
** that nothing may be faid of the paft ;. 
*^ and their converiktions are (hort and 
^^ melancholy. Fitz-Edward has left Lon- 
don ; and Frederic told me, laft night, 
that as foon as the phyficians pronounce 
my mother entirely out of danger, he 
Ihall go down to you. Ah ! my lovely 
*^ friend ! what a trial will his be \ But I 
^^ know you will encourage and fupport 
*^ him in the tafk, however painful, of ful- 
^* filling the promifc he has given ; and my 

K 3 ^^ Sa:J:sx^x^ 
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*^ father, who praifes you inceflantly, fays 
** he isfure of it.- 

y Adieu ! my dear Mifs Mowbray ! 

**• your affedtionate and attached, 

*^ Augusta Delamere." 

Berkky-fquarCy March 2- 

A few days after the receipt of this letter, 
Delamere went down to Tylehurft. De- 
jeftion was vifibly marked in his air and 
countenance; and ail that Emmeline could 
fay to ftrcngthen his refolution, ferved only 
to make him feel greater reludtance. To 
quit her for twelve months, to leave her 
cxpofed to the folicitation of rivals who 
would not fail to furround her, and to 
hazard lofing her for ever, feemed fo ter- 
rible to his imagination, that the nearer the 
period of his promifed departure grew> 
the more impoflible he thought it to de- 
part. 

His ardent imagination feemed to be 
employed only in figuring the variety of 
circumftances which might in that interval 

arife. 
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arife to feparate them for cverj and he 
magnified thefe poffibilities, till he perfuaded 
himfelf that nothing but a private marriage 
could fecure her. As he {aw how anxious 
ftie was that lie ftiotild ftriftly adhere to the 
promifes he had given his father, he thought 
that he might induce her to confent to this 
expedient, as the only one by which he 
could reconcile hisi duty and his love* He 
therefore took an opportunity,. when he had 
by the bitternefs of his complaints foftened 
her into tears, to entreat, to implore her to 
confent to marry him before he went. He 
urged', that as Lord and Lady Montreville: 
had both confent ed to their union at the* 
end of the year, if he remained in the fame 
mind, it made in faft no difference to ibem ;. 
becanfe he was very furc that his. inclixu- 
tions would not change, and no doubt could- 
arife but from herfelf. if therefore (he de- 
termined .then to be his, flie might as well 
confent to . become fo immediately as to 
hazard the difficulties which might arife to 
their marriage hereafter. 

Emmeline, tho' extremely affeded by: 

K 4^ Ni^^ 
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his forFOW, l«d fiill refolution enough to 
treat this argument As feeble fophiftry, un- 
worthy of him and of herfelf ; and pofitively 
to refiife her confent to an engagement 
which militated againft all her affurances to 
Lord Montrev ille. 

This decifive rejedtion of a plan, to which, 
from the tender pity (he teftified, he believed 
he (hould pcrfuade her to affent, threw him 
into one of thofe tranfports of agonizing 
paffion which he could neither conceal or 
intend with. He wept ; he raved like a 
madman. He fwore he would retum to 
his &ther and revoke his promife ; and the 
endeavours of Mrs. Staflford and Emmeline 
to calm his mind feemed only to encreafe 
the emotions with which it was torn. 

After having exhabifted every mode of 
perfuafion in vain, he was obliged to re- 
linquifti the hope of a fecret marriage, and 
to attempt to obtain another conceffion, in 
which he at length fucceeded. He told 
Emmeline, that if fhe had no wifti to quit 
him entirely, but really meant to reward 
his long and ardent afiedion, (he could not 
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objeft to bind herfcif to become his wife 
immediately on his return to England. 

Emmeline made every objection (he could 
to this requeft. But Ihe only objcfted ; for 
(he faw him fo hurt, that (he had not the 
refolution to wound him anew by a pofitive 
refufal. Mrs. Stafford too,, moved by his 
grief and defpair, no longer fupported her 
in her referve ; and as their ftcadinefs feemed 
to give way his eagernefs and importunity 
encreafed, till they allowed him to draw up 
a promife in thefe words — '^ At the end 
*' of the term prefcribed by Lord Mon- 
*^ treville, Emmeline Mowbray hereby 
** promifes to become the wife of Frederic 
*^ Delamere.** 

This, Emmeline figned widi a reluftant 
and trembling hand ; for tho* Ihe had an 
habitual friendfliip and affeftion for Dela- 
mere, and preferred him to all the men (he 
had yet feen, (he thought this not ftriftly 
right ; and felt a pain and repugnance to 
it's performance, which made her more un,'* 
happy the longer fhe reflefted on it. 

On Delamcre, however, it had a contrary 

K 5 effeft. 
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effeft. Tho' he ftill continued greatly de- 
prefled at the thoughts of their approach- 
ing reparation, he yet aflumed fome degree 
of courage to bear it : and when the day 
arrived, he bid her adieu without relapfing 
into thofe agonies he had fufFered before at 
the mere idea of it. 

He carried with him a miniature piAure 
' of her, and entreated her to anfwer his let- 
ters ; which, on the footing they now were, 
(lie could not refufe-to promife. He then 
tore hiimfelf from her, and wont to take 
leave of his mother, who flill continued ill 
at Bath ; and from thehce to London, to 
bid farewel to his father; after which, Fitz- 
Edward accompanied him as far as Har- 
wich, where he embarked for Holland. 

As he bad before been the ufual tour of 
France and Italy, he purpofed pafling the 
fummer in vifiting Germany, and the win- 
ter at Vienna ; and early in the fpring to 
fet out tliro* France on his way home, where 
he purpofed being on the 20th of Marth, 
when the year which he had promifed his 
father to pafs abroad would expire. 

Lord 
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Lord'Montreville, by obtaining this de- 
lay rfiought there was every probability that 
his attachment to Emmeline would be con- 
quered. And his Lordfhip, as well as 
Lady Montreville, determined to try in the 
interval to procure for Emmeline fome un- 
exceptionable marriage which it would not 
be pofiible for her to rcfofe* Theyimagined, 
therefore, that their uneafinefs on this head 
was over: and Lady Montreville, whofc . 
mind was greatly reheved by the perfuafionj 
was long fince out of all danger from the 
fits which *had fo leverely attacked her; 
but the contradlion of her joints which they 
hadVoccafioned, was ftill fo painful and ob- 
ftinate, that the phyficians feemed to appre- 
hend it might be necelfary to fend her 
Ladyfhip to the waters of Barege. 

In the mean time, Lord Montreville 
had obtained a poft in adminiftration which 
encreafed his income and his power. Sir 
Richard Crofts poffefled a lucrative em-- 
ployment in the fame department; and his 
eldefl fon was becon:i€ extremely neceflary, 

K 6 from 
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from his afiiduity and attention to biafinefs, 
and more than ever a favourite with all 
Lord Montreville's family, with whom he 
almoft entirely lived. 

A lurking penchant for Fitz-Edward, 
which had grown up from her earlieft re- 
coUedion almoft infenfibly ii^ the bofom of 
Mifs Delamere, had been long chilled by 
his evident negleft aind indifference : (he 
now fancied (he hated him, and really pre- 
ferred Crofts, CA^ery way inferior as h? 
was. 

But while the want of high birth and a 
title, which (he had been taught to con- 
fider as abfolutely requi(ite to happinefs, 
made her reprefs every tendency to a ferious 
engagement, (he was extremely gmtified 
by his flattery; and when among other 
young women (from whom he affefted 
not to be able to ftifle his unhappy paffion,) 
(he was frequently told how much he was 
in love with her, (he was accuftomed to 
Nanfwer — " Ah ! p65r fellow ; fo he is, and 
** I heartily pity him/' 

But 
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But while Lord and Lady Montreville 
thought Crofts's attendance on their daugh- 
ters quite without confcquence, he and his 
father infinuated an intended connection 
between him and one of them, with fo 
much art, that tho' it never reached the 
ears of the family it was univerfally believed 
in the world, 

A young nobleman who had paffed the 
greater part of his life in the army, where 
he had lately fignalized,himfelf by his bra- 
very and condudt, now returned to Eng- 
land on being promoted to a regiment ; and 
having fome bufinefs to tranfad: with Lord 
Montreville in his official capacity, he was 
invited to the houfe, and greatly admired 
both ihe Mifs Delameres, whofe parties he 
now joined at Bath, 

Crofts foon afterwards obtaining a ftiort 
refpite from his political engagement, went 
thither alfo ; and tho* Mifs Delamere really 
thought Lord Wefthaven quite unexcep- 
tionable, (he had been fo habituated to be* 
hav^ particularly to Crofts, that (he could 

not 
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not now alter it, or perhaps was not con- 
fcious of the famiUar footing on which (he 
allowed him to be with her. 

Lord Wefthaven, who had at firft hefi- 
tated between the fprightly dignity of the 
elder fifter, and the foft and more bewitch- 
ing graces of the younger, no fooner faw 
the conduft of Mifs Delamere towards 
Crofts, than his doubts were at an end. 
Her faults of temper had been hitherto con- 
cealed from him, and he believed her heart 
as good as her lifter's ; indeed, according to 
thefentimental turn her difcourfe frequently 
t^ok, he might have fuppofed it more re- 
fined and fublime. But when he obferved 
her behaviour to Crofts, he thought that 
(he muft either- be fecretly engaged to him^ 
or be a decided coquet. Turning therefore 
all his attention to Augufta, he foon found 
that her temper wa§ as truly good as her 
perfon was interefting, and that the too 
gneat timidity of her manner was folely 
owing to her being continually checked 
by her mother's partiality to her fifter. 

A very 
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A very (hort ftudy of her charafter con- 
vinced him fhe was exaftly the woman 
calculated to make him happy. He told 
her fo ; and found her by no means averfe 
to his making the fame declaration to her 
father and mother- 
Lord Montreville received it with plea- 
fure ; and preliminaries were foon fettled. 
In about fix weeks, L6rd Wefthaven and 
Mifs Augufta Delamere were married at 
Bath, to the infinite fatisfadtion of all par- 
ties except Mifs Delamere ; who could not 
be very well pleafed with the preference 
fhewn her younger fifter by a man whofe 
morals, perfon, and fortune, were all fup^- 
rior to what even her own high fpirit had 
taught her to expeft in a hufband. 

Crofts, tho' he faw all apprehenfions of 
having Lord Wefthaven for a rival were 
at an end, could not help fearing that fo 
advantageous a match for the younger, 
might make the elder more unwilling to 
accept a fimple commoner with a fortune 
greatly inferior. 

The 
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The removal, however, of Lady Weft- 
haven gave him more frequent opportu- 
nities to urge his paf&on. Lady Mon- 
treville was now going to Barege, Bath 
having been found lefs ferviceable than 
was at firft hoped for ; and Delamere was 
written to to meet her Ladyfliip and her el- 
deft daughter at Paris, in order to accom- 
pany them thither. 

Peace having been in the interim efta- 
bli(hed. Lord Wefthaven found he (hould 
return no more to his regiment, and 
purpofed with his wife to attend L^y 
Monueville part of the way, and then to 
go into Switzerland, where his mother^s 
family refided, who had been of that coun- 
try, 

• Lady Wefthaven was extremely grati- 
fied by this fcheme; not only becaufe 
flie was delighted to wait on her mother, 
but becaufe (he hoped it would help to 
diflipate a lurking uneafinefs which hung 
over the fpirits of her Lord, and which 
he told her was owing to the uncertain 

/ and 
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and diftrefling fituation of a beloved fifter. 
But whenever the fubjed was mentioned, 
he cxprefled fo much unhappinefs, that 
his wife had not yet .had refolution to en- 
quire into the nature of her misfortunes, 
and only knew in geineral tha^t (he was un» 
fortunately marrfed* 
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CHAPTER XL 



EMMELINE had now loft her lover, 
at leaft for fome time ; and one of her 
friends too was gone where the could fel- 
dom hear of her. ^ Thefe deprivations at- 
tached her more clofely than ever to Mrs, 
Stafford. Mr. Stafford was gone to town ;. 
and except now and then a (hort and melan- 
choly vifit from Fitz-Edward, to whom 
Delamere had lent his houfe at Tylehurft, 
they faw nobody ; for all the neighbouring 
families were in London. They found not 
only fociety but happinefs together enough 
to compenfate for almoft every other ; and 
pafTed their time in a way particularly 
adapted to the tafte of both. 

Adjoining to the eftate where Mrs. Staf- 
ford refided, a trad of forelt land, for- ' 
merly a chafe and now the property of a 
collegiate body, deeply indents the arable 
ground beyond it, and fringes the feet of 
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the green downs which rife above it. This 
part of the country is called Woodbury 
Foreft ; and the deep fhade of the beech 
trees with which it is covered, is broken 

' by wild and uncultured glens ; where, among 
the broom, hawthorn and birch of the wafte, 
a few fcattered cottages have been built 
upon fufferance by the poor for the conve- 
nience of fewel, fo amply afforded by the 

, furrounding woods. Thefe humble and 
obfcure cabbins are known only to the 
fportfman and the woodcutter ; for no road 
whatever leads thro* the foreft : and only 
fuch romantic wanderei's as Mrs. Stafford 
and Emmeline, were confcious of the beau- 
tiful walks which might be found among 
thefe natural (hrubberies and folitary fhades. 
The two friends were enjoying the foftnefs 

_ of a beautifiil April morning in thefe woods, 
when, in pafling near one of the cottages, 
they faw, at a low cafement half obfcured 
by the pendant trees, a perfon fitting, whofe 
drefs and air feemed very unlike thofe of 
the ufual inhabitants of fuch a place. She 
was intent on a paper, over which (he leaned 



212 EMMEL INI^ 

in a melancholy poflurc ; but on feeing the 
two ladies approach, (he ftaited up and im- 
mediately difappeared. 

Tho' the diftance at which they faw her, 
and the obfcurity of the window, prevented 
their diftinguiftiing the features of the 
ftranger, they faw that (he was youngs 
and they fancied (he was beautiful. The 
fame idea inftantly occurred to Mrs. Staf- 
ford and Enmielinc ; that it was fome unfor- 
tunate young woman, whom Mr. Stafford 
had met with and had concealed there. 
Something of the fame fort had happened^ 
once before, and Mrs. Stafford's anxiety 
and curio(ity were both awakened by this^ 
incident. Tho* the latter was a paffion (he 
never indulged where it's objedt was the 
bufinefs of others, (he could not reprefs it 
where it was excited by fufpicion of a cir- 
cumflance which fo nearly concerned her- 
felf 

Nor could (he conceal from Emmeline 
her fears on this occa(ion ; and Emmeline,^ 
tho' unwilling to encreafe them, yet knew 

enough 
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enough of her hufband's condud: to believe 
they were too well founded, 

Mrs. Stafford had been accuftomed to 
buy poultry of the woman who lived at this 
cottage, and therefore went in, in hopes of 
finding fome veftige of the perfon they had 
feen, which might lead to an enquiry. But 
they found nothing but the ufual humble 
furniture and fe^w convenience of fuch an 
houfe ; and Mrs. Stafford forbore to en- 
quire, left the perfon (he had feen might be 
alftrmed and take more effeftual means of 
concealment. But unfble to reft, and 
growing every moment more defirous to 
know the trudi, and to know it before her 
hufband, whom (he expefted in a few days, 
returned, (he arofe very early the next 
morning, and, accompanied by Emmeline, 
went to the cottage in the foreft. 

The man who inhabited it was already 
gone out to his work, and the woman to a 
neighbouring town to buy neceffaries for 
her family. The door was open ; and the 
iadies received this intelligence from three 
little children who were playing before it. 

They 
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They entered the low, fmoky room, 
iifually inhabited by the family. And Mrs. 
Stafford, with a beating heart, determined 
to be fatisfied, opened a door which led 
from it into that at the window of which 
(he knew the ftranger had appeared, and 
which the people of the houfe dignified 
with the appellation of their parlour. 

In this room, on the brick floor, and 
iurrounded by bare walls, flood a bed 
which feemed to have been brought thither 
for the accommodation of fome perfon who 
had not been accuftomed to fuch an apart- 
ment. 

Mrs. Stafford fa w, fleeping in it, a very 
young woman, pale, but extremly beautiful; 
and her hand, of uncommon delicacy, lay 
on the white quilt— A fight, which gave 
her pain for herfdf, and pity for the unfor- 
tunate perfon before her, affefted her fo 
much, that having flood a moment in 
aflonifhment, (he flepped back to the place 
where Emmeline fat, and burfl into tears. 

The noife, however trifling, brought 
from above Hairs a perfon evidently a lady's 

maid. 
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-maid, of very creditable appearance, who 
came down haftily into the room where 
Mrs. Stafford and Emmeline were, faying, 
ras fhe defcended the ftairs — ** 1 am coming 
** immediately, my Lady." But at the 
light of two ftrangers, (he flopped in great 
confufion ; and at the iame moment her 
miftrefs called to her. 

She haftened, without fpeaking, to attend 
the fummons ; and fhut the door after her. 
After remaining a few moments, fhe came 
out again, and afked Mrs. Stafford if fhe 
wanted the woman of the houfe ? 

To which Mrj^ Stafford, determined 
whatever it cofl her to know the truth, 
faid— ^^ No — my bufinefs is with your 
'' lady.^' 

The woman now appeared more con- 
fufed than before 4 and faid, hefitatingly— 
^' I— I — my lady — I fancy you are mif- 
^^ taken, madam/* 

•^ Go in, however, and let yourmifbrefs 
^^ know that Mrs. Stafford defires tofpeak 
•^^ to her." 

The maid reludantly and hefitadngly 

went 
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went in, and after flaying fome time, came 
back. 

** My miftrefs. Madam, fays (he has 
•* not the pleafure of knowing you ; and 
*^ bein^ ill, and in bed, Ihe hopes you will 
** excufe ber if (he dcfires you will acquaint 
^* her with your bufinefs by me/' 

'' No,'* replied Mrs. Stafford, " I mull 
^* fee her myfelf. Tell her my bufinefs is 
"** of confequence to us both, and that I 
** will wait till it is convenient to her to 
** fpeak to me." 

With this meffage the maid went back, 
with looks of great conflernation, to her 
miflrefs. They fancied they heard fome- 
body figh and weep extremely. The maid 
came out once or twice and carried back 
Water and hartfhorn. 

At length, after waiting near half an hour, 
the door opened, and the flranger appeared, 
leaning on the arm of her woman. She 
wore a long, white muflin morning gown, 
-and a large muflin cap almofl concealed 
her face ; her dark hair feemed to efcape 
from under it, to form a decided contrafl 

to 
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y» the extreme whiteneis of her fkin ; and 
lier long eye lafhes hid her eyes, which 
were caft down, and which bore the marks 
of recent tears. If it were pofllble to per- 
fonify languor and dejedtion, it could not 
be^ done more expreffively than by repre- 
fenting herform, her air, her complexion, 
and tlie inournful caft of her very beautiful 
countenance. 

She flowly approached Mrs. Stafford, 
lifted up her melancholy eyes to Emme- 
line, and attempted to fpeak^ 

^^ I am at a Idfs to know, ladies,'^ faid 

(he, " what can be your*' But unable 

to finilh the fentence, (he fat down, and 
feemed ready to faint. The maid held 
her fmelling bottle to hen 

" I waited on yoii, Madam/' laid Mrs. 
Stafford, *^ fuppofing you were acquainted 
^f —too well acquainted— with my name 
*' and bufinefs.'* 

" No, upon my honour,** faid the 
young perfon, '*' I cannot even guefs.** 

" You are very young," faid Mrs. Staf- 
ford, " and, I fear, very unfortunate. Be 

Vol. II. L \^ ^«^2:t^5k 
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•* affured I wifti not either to reproach or 
** infult you ; but only to try if you cannot 
** be prevailed upon to quit a manner of 
•' life, which furely, to a perfon of your 
•* appearance, muft be dreadful/' 

*' It is indeed dreadful'!'* fighed the 
young woman—** nor is it the leaft dread- 
*' ful part of it that I am expofed to this/* 

She now fell into an agony of tears ; which 
affeded both Mrs. Stafford and Emmeline 
{o much, that forgetting their fears and 
fufpicions, they both endeavoured tenderly 
CO confole her. Having in fome meafure 
fucceeded, and Mrs. Stafford having fum- 
moned refolution to tell her what were her 
apprehenfions, the flranger faw that to 
give her a fimple detail of her real fituation 
was the only method fhe had to fatisfy her 
doubts, and to fecure her compafiion and 
fecrefy; for which reafon fhe determined 
to do it ; and Mrs. Stafford, whofe coun- 
tenance was all ingcnuoufnefs as well as her 
heart, affured her , fhe fhould never repent 

her confidence; while Emmeline, whofe 
» 

looks and voice were equally foothing and 

engaging 
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engaging to the unhappy, expreflcd the 
tendereft intereft in the fate of a young 
creature who feemed but little older than 
herfelf, and to have, been thrown from a 
very different fphere into her prefent ob* 
fcure and uncomfortable manner of life. 

The ftranger would have attempted to 
relate her hiftory to tliem immediately; 
but her maid, a fteady woman of three or 
four and thirty, told her that (he was cer- 
tainly unable then, and begged the ladies 
not to infift upon it till the evening, or the 
next day ; adding—^* .My Lady has been 
*^ veiy poorly indeed all this week, and 
<* is continually fainting away; and you 
'^^ fee, ladies, how much (he has been 
^* frightened this morning, and I am furc 
'^ Ihe win not be able to go through it/* 

To the probability of this obfervation, 
the two friends affented ; and the young 
lady naming the next morning to gratify 
their curiofity, they left her, Mrs, Stafford 
firft offering her any thing her houfe af- 
forded. To which (he replied, that at pre- 
fent (he was tolej:ably well fupplied, and 

L. z ^^ 
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only conjured them to obferve the ftrjfteft 
lecrefy, without whicli, fhe faid, fhe was 
<indone. 

At the appointed time they returned ; 
equally eager to hear, and, if poffible, to 
relieve, the forrows of this yoting perfon, 
for whom they -could not help being inte- 
refted, tho' they yet knew not how far (he 
deferved their pity. 

She had prepared her own little room a^ 
well as it would admit of to receive them, 
and fat waiting their arrival with fome de- 
gree of compofurc. They contemplated 
with concern the iTiins of eminent beauty 
^ven in early youth, and faw an expreffion 
of helplefs forrow and incurable unhappi- 
nefs, which had greatly iiyured the original 
luftre and beauty of her eyes and counte- 
nance. A heavy languor hung on her 
whole frame. She tried to fmilc; but k 
was a fmile of anguifh ; and their looks 
feemed to diftrefs and pain her. Mrs. 
"Stafford and Emmeline, to relieve her, 
took out their work ; and when they were 
ieated at it, Ihe hefitated— then iighed 

and 
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and hefitated again — and at length fcemed* 
to enter on her ftory with defperate and 
painful refolutioii, as if to get quickly and 
at once throf a talk which, however neccO- 
fary, wa& extreme^ diflxeffing. She began^ 
in a low and plaintive voice; and fre- 
quently ftopped to fummons courage to < 
continue, while Ihe wiped away the tears? 
that flowly fell from her eyes,.. 

" I cannot believe I fhall ever repenr 
the confidence I am about to place in you.- 
My heart ajQTures me I* (hall not. Perhaps « 
1 may find that pity I dafreno tongcr folkir 
firom my own family ; perhaps — but I muft 
liaften to tell you my melancholy flory, 
before its recolledlion again over^vhelms me. 
Yet my fate has nothing in it very fingu- 
lar; numbers have been vidlims of the* 
fame calamity, but fome have been more 
eafily forgiven than I (hall be.— Some are - 
better able to bear infamy, and be recon- 
ciled to difgrace. 

'' My father, the late Earl of Wefthaven, . 
duiing the hfe of my grandfather, mar- 

L 3 \\^^^ 
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lied^ whik he was making the tour of 
Europe^ a v^ beautiful and amiable 
woman, the daughter of a man of rank 
ie Switzerland; who having loil his life 
in the French fervice, had left a family 
without any provifion^ except for the eldefl 
foh. My grandfather^ extremely dif-* 
obliged by this marriage, made a will by 
which he gave to his only daughter every 
part of his extenfive property, except 
what was entailed, and which went with 
the title ; with thb referve, that his grand-^ 
fon fhould daim and inherit the whole, 
whenever he became Lord Wefthaven. 
By this will, he difinherited my father for 
his life ; and tho* he furvived my father's 
marriage five years, and knew he had 
three children, the two younger of whom 
mufl be inevitably impoveriflied by fuch 
a difpofition, he obflinately refiifed to 
altar the will he made under the flrft 
irapulfe of rcfentrtient, and died before 
his fon could prevail upon him, by means 
of their general friends, to withdraw 

the 
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the maledidions with which he had loaded 
him. 

** His death, not only hurt my father 
in his feelings, but irreparably in his for- 
tune. His fifter, who was married to a 
Scottilh nobleman, took poffeffion of 
eftates to the amount- of fifteen thoufand a 
year ; and all that remained to my father^ 
to fupport his rank and his encreafing fa- 
mily, was little more than three thoufand ; 
and even that income he had confiderably 
diminifhed, by taking up money, which 
he was obliged to do while my grandfather 
lived, for the adhial maintenance of his fa- 
mily. 

** Thefe unhappy drcumftances, while 
they injured the health :and fpirits of my 
father, diminifhed not his tendernefs for 
his wife, wliom he loved with unabated 
paffion. . ..' ■ 

" To retrench as mucli as poffible, he 
retired with her and his three children ta 
an eftate^ which being attached to the title^ 
belonged to him in Cumberland ; in hopes 
of being able to live on the income he had 

L 4 V^Sjl^ 
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left; • and to clearofFthe burden with which 
he had been compelled to load his paternal 
eftates. But a flow fever, the efFe<5t of for- 
row, had feized on my mother, then far 
advanced in her pregnancy with me ; my 
father, fohcitous to fave her in whom all 
his happinefs was centered, fcnt to London 
for the beft advice to attend her. But 
their afliftance was vain; the fever en- 
creafed upon her, and (he died three weeks 
after my birth, leaving my father deprived 
of every thing that could make life valuable 
in his eftimation. He gave himfelf up to 
a defpair equal to the violence of his love> 
and would probably have fallen a vidtim to 
it, had not the fervants fent to Mr. 
Thirfton, who had been his tutor, and for 
\vhom he had the greatcft friendfhip and 
refpeft. This excellent man reprefented 
to him that it was his duty to live for the 
children of his deplored Adclina; and he 
confented to try to live* 

" It was. long before he could bear to 
fee any of us ; particularly me, whom he 
beheld with ^a mixture of tendernefs and 

: regret. 
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itgf^t. The gloomy folitiide in which' 
he lived, where every objeft reminded 
him of her whofe fmiles had rendered it a 
paradife, was ill calculated to meliorate' 
his aiflifliion ; but he could notbeperfuaded, . 
for. Ibme months, to leave it, or could he* 
be diverted from going every evening to 
vifit the fpot where lay the relifts of liis • 
Adelina, 

- " At length Mt. Tliirfton prevailed on:* 
bim-to go abroad. But- he could not de- 
termine to leave my elder brother, then 
about five years old, of whom he was paf- 
fionately fond. They embarked for Na- 
ples; and he remained abroad five years; 
while my fitter, my brother William, and . 
myfelf, were left at Kenfington, under the . 
care of a female relation, and received ^ 
fuch inftruftion as our ages admitted. 

" My father returned to England onlj^ 
tcrplac^ his eld^ft fon at Etoni Finding 
no relief ^kim theforrow which perpetually 
preyed on him, but in continual change of 
place, he foon afi:erwards went again 
abroad, and wandered over Europe for 
. . • : ; L 5 almoQi 
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almoft feven years longer, returning o&ce' 
or twice to England in that interval to (i- 
tisfy himfelf of our health and the progrefa 
of our education. 

*^ When he laft returned, my dder bro- 
ther, then near eighteen, defir^d to be al- 
lowed to go into the army. My father rc- 
lu£tandy confented; and the regiment into 
which he purchafed was foon after ordered 
abroad. The grief the departure of his fon 
gave him, was fomewhat relieved by feeing 
his elder daughter advantageoufly difpofed 
of in marriage to the eldell fon of an Irilh 
peer. The beauty of Lady Camilla was fa 
confpicuous, and her manners fo charming, 
that though entirely without fortune, the 
family of her hufband could not objeft to 
the marriage. She went to Ireland with 
her Lord ; and it was long before I faw her 
again. 

** My brother William, who had always 
been defigned for the navy, left me alio 
for a three years ftation in the Mcditerm- 
nean ; and I was now always alone with 
my governefs and my old relation, whofe 

temp«r. 
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temper, fovsred' by ^ifappointment and not 
naturally dhearful, m^e her a very un- 
pleafant companion for a girl of fourteen. 
I learned, from mafters who attended me 
from London, all the ufual accomplifh- 
ments ; but of the world I knew nothing, 
and impatiently waited for the time when 
1 (hould be fixteen ; for then the Dutchefs 
of B , who had kindly undertaken ta 
introduce my fifter into company, had pro- 
mifed that fhe would afford me alfo her 
countenance. 1 remember (he fmiied, and 
told me that as I was not lefs pretty thaa 
Lady Camilla, I might probably have as» 
good fortune, if I was but as accomplifhed^ 
To be accomplilhed, therefore, I endea* 
voured with all my power ; but the time 
feemed infupportably long,: before this. 
efTay was to be made. It was relieved, 
tho' mournfully, by frequent vifits from 
my ifather; who was accuftomed to fit 
whole hours looking at me, while his teara 
bore witnefs to the great rcfemblance I 
had to my mother. My voice too, par- 
ticularly when we converfed in French, 

L 6 frequentlT{ 
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frequently made him ftart, as if he again 
heard that which he had never ceafed ta 
remember and to regret. He would then 
fondly prefs me to his heart,, and eall me 
his poor orphan girl, the image of his loft 
Adelina ! 

" Tho' my mother bad been now dead 
above fifteen years, his paffion for her 
memory feeme4 not at all abated* He 
had, by a long refiderice abroad, fjaid off 
the debts with which' he had incumbered 
his income, but could do no more ; and 
the expeaces neceifary for young men of 
my brothers rank prefled hardly upon 
him. Ever fince his return to England, 
his friends had entreated hin;i to attempt, 
by marrying a woman of fortune,, to repair 
the deficiency of his^ own ; reprefenting to 
him, that to provide for the children of 
his Adelina, would be a better proof of his 
^ffedtion to her memory than indulging a 
vain and ufelefs regret. 
, ** He had however long efcaped from 
their importunity by objedting, on fome 
^ftence or other, to all the great fortuned 

which 
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which were pointed out to him — his heart 
rejefted with abhorrence every idea of a 
fecond marriage. But my brothers every 
day required a larger fupply of money ta 
fupport them as their birth demanded ; and 
to their intereft my father at length deter- 
minevi to facrifice the remainder of a life, 
which had on his own accoynt no longer 
any value. The heirefs of a rich grocer in 
the city was foon difcovered by his afliduous 
friends, who was reputed to be poffeffed of 
two hundred thoufand pounds. On clofer 
enquiry, the fum was found to be very lit- 
tle if at all exaggerated by fame. Mifs 
Jobron,.with a tall, meagre perfon, a coun- 
tenance bordering on the horrible, and 
armed with two round bkck eyes which flie 
fancied beautiful, had feen her fortieth 
year pafs, while (he attended on her papa, 
in Leadenhall-ftreet, or was . dragged by 
two fleek coach horfes to and from Horn- 
fey. Rich as her fethcr was, he would not 
part with any thing while he lived; and, by 
the afliftance of two maiden fillers, had fo 

guarded 
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guarded his daughter from the dangeroxis 
attacks of Irilhmen and younger bro- 
thers, that (he had reached that mature pe- 
riod without hearing the foothing voice of 
flattery, to which (he was extremely difpofed 
to liftcn. My father, yet in middle age, 
and with a perfon remarkably fine, would 
have been greatly to her tafte if he could 
have gratified, with a better grace, her love 
of admiration. But his friends undertook 
to court her for him ; and his title ftill more 
foccefsfully pleaded in his favour. She 
made feme objeftion to his havinga family ; 
but as 1 alone remained at home, (he at 
kngth agreed to undertake to be at once a 
mbther-in-law and a Countefs. While this 
treaty w^i going on, and fettlements and 
jewels preparing, I was taken feveral times 
• to wait on Miifs Jobfon : but it was eafy to 
fee I had not the good fortune to pleafe 
her. 

♦' I was but juft turned of fifteen, was full 
hi gaiety and vivacity, and poflTefTed thofe 
perfonal advantages, which, if ^^ ever had 

any 
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any fhare of them, were long fince faded* 
She feemed confcious that the fplendour of 
her firft appearance would be eclipfed by 
the unadorned fimplicity of mine ; and ftie 
hated me becaufe it was not in my power 
to be old and ugly. Giddy as I then was, 
nothing but refpedt for my father prevented 
my repaying with ridicule, the fupercili- 
ous ftyle in which (he ufually treated me. 
Her vulgar manners, and awkward attempts 
to imitate thofe of people of faihion, excited 
my perpetual mirth ; and as her diflike of 
me daily encreafed, I am afraid I did not 
always conceal the contempt I felt in re- 
turn. Mifs Jobfon chofe to pafs fome time 
at Tunbridge previous to her marriage. 
Thither my father followed her ; and I went 
with him, eager to make my firft appearance 
in public, and to fee whether the prophe- 
cies of the Duchefs would be fulfilled. 

** This experiment was made in a party 
ficom Tunbridge to Lewes Races, where 1 
had the delight of dancing for the firft time 
in public, and of feeing the high and old 

fadiioned 
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fafliioned little head of Mifs Jobfon, whcr 
aiFe<5ted to do fomething which flie thought 
was dancing alfo, almoft at the end of the 
fet, while I, as an Eirl's daughter, was- 
nearly at the top. Had I been ever ac- 
cuflomed to appear in public, thefe diftinc- 
tions would have been too familiar to have: 
given me any pleafure ; but. now they were: 
enchanting; and, added to the univerfal ad- 
miration I excited, intoxicated me widi 
vanity. My partner, who had been intro- 
duced to me by a man of high rank the 
moment I entered the room, was a gentler 
yiOjn from the Weft of England, who. 
w^s juft of age, and entered into the pof^- 
feffion of a fortune, of eight thoufand a: 
year, ' 

^ f/ Mr. Trelawny (for that was his name) 
followed us to Tunhridge, and frequently 
danced with me afterwards. Educated m 
obfcurity, and without any profpeft of the 
fortune to which he fueceeded by a feries 
of improbable events, this young man. had 
fuddenly emerged into life* He was tole- 
...:;;./. rably 
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rably handfome ; but had a heavy, unmean- 
ing countenance, and was quite unformed. 
Several men of faftiion, however, were kind 
enough to undertake to initiate him into a 
good ftyle of living ; and for every thing 
that bore the name of fafhion and ton, he 
feemed to have a violent attachment. To 
that, I owed his unfortunate prepoileffion in 
my favoun — I was admired and followed 
by men whom he had been taught to con- 
fider as the arbiters of elegance, and fupreme 
judges of beauty and fafhion; but they 
could only admire — they could not afford 
to maxry an indigent woman o( quality; 
and they told Trclawny that they envied 
him the power of pleafing himfelf.— So 
Trelawny was talked to about me, till he 
believed he was in love. In this perfuafioa 
he procured a ftatement of his fortune to be 
(hewn to my father, by one of his friends, 
and made an offer to lay it at my feet ; an 
offer which, tho' my father would have been- 
extremely glad to have me accept, he an-^ 
fwered by refeirrijig Mr. Trelawny to me. 

''I fufpeded 
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" I fufpefted no fuch thing ; but with the 
thoughtlefs inattention of fixteen, remem- 
bered the fine things which were faid to me 
by Trelawny at the laft ball, and was bufied 
in inventing a new cbapeau for the next, at 
which 1 intended to do more dian ufual 
execution, when my father introduced Mr. 
Trelawny, and left the room. I concluded 
he was come to engage me for the evening,, 
and felt difpofed to re&fe him out of pure 
coquetry ; when, with an infinite number of 
blufties, and after feveral efforts, he made 
me in due form an offer of his heart and 
fortune. I had never thought of any thing 
fo ferious as matrimony ; and indeed waa 
but juft out of the nurfery, where I had 
never been told it was neceflary to think at 
all. I did riot very well know what to fay 
to my admirer ; and after the firft fpeech, 
which I believe he had learned by hearty 
he knew almoft as little what to fay to me ; 
and he was not forry when I, in a great 
frfght, referred him to my father, merely 
becaufe I knew not myfelf what anfwer to 

give 
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,give him. Our converfation ended, and 
he went to find my father, while I, for the 
firft time in my life, began to reflect on 
my profpeds, and to confider whedier I pre* 
fcrred marrying Mr. Trelawny to living 
with Mifs Jobfon. To Mifs Jobfon, I had 
a decided averfion ; for Mr. Trelawny,. I 
felt neither love or hatred. My mind was 
not made up on the fubje<3:, when my fa- 
ther came to me : he had feen Trelawny, 
and exprefled himfelf greatly pleafed with 
the prudence and propriety of my an-* 
fwer. 

" My Adelina knows,** continued he, 
^* that the happinefs of my children is the 
" only wifli I have on earth ; and I may 
^^ tell her, too, that my folicitude for her 
** exceeds all niy other cares— folicitude, 
^^ which will be at an end if I can fee her 
^* in the proteftion of a man of honour and 
^* fortune. If therefore, my love, you 
*^ really do not difapproVe this young man, 
*^ whofe fortune is fplendid, and of whofe* 
^^ charader I have received the moft fa- 
** vourable accounts, I (hall have a weight 

** removed 
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" removed fiom my mind, and enjoy ali 
^^ the tranquillity I can hope for on this fide 
^^ the grave. 

^^ You know how foon L am to marry. 
•^ Mifs Jobfon.. A mother-in-law is fel- 
^^ doitb belov.ed» I may die, and leave you 
" unprovided for ; for you know, Adelina, 
•' the circumftances into which your grand-^ 
*^ father- s will has throwri me. Our dean 
** Charles, whenever he- inherits my title^ 
*• wlUpepoflefs the fiDrtune of my anceftors^ 
** and willy I. am furc, aft generoufly by 
'* you and William ; but fuch a depen- 
dance, if not precarious, is painful;, and 
by accepting the propofal: of Mr. Tre- 
lawny, all'my apprehenfions will Jbe at aiV 
end, and my Adeline fecure of that af- 
^^ fluence to which heir merit as well as her* 
^^ birth entitles her. But powerful as thefc' 
^^ confider^ibns are, let them not influence 
^^ you if you fed any reluftance to the 
^' match. Were they infinitely flxonger, L 
" will never again name them, if in doing fo • 
*^ I hazard perfuading my daughter to a ftep 
*^ which may render her for ever unhappy."' 
• _ ^' Tho^ 
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'** Tho' I was very far from feeling for 
Mr.Trelawny that decided preference which 
would in other circumftances have induced 
me to s^ccept his hand, yet I found my father 
fo defifous of feeing me fettled, that as I 
kad no averficn to the man, I could not re- 
folve to difappoint him. Perhaps the prof-, 
pe6t of efcaping from the power of my 
mother-in-law, and of being miftrefs of an 
affhiait fortune inftead of living in morti- 
fying dependance on her, might have too 
much influence on my heart. My father, 
however, obtained without any difficulty 
my confent to clofe with Mr. Trelawny*s 
•propofals. We all went to London, where 
Lord Weflhaven married Mifs Jobfon, and 
the fettlcments were preparing by which 
^ Mr, Trelawny fecured to me a jointure as 
great as I could have expefted if my for- 
tune had been equal to my rank. 

** As the new Lady Wefthaven was fo 
fbon to be relieved from the prefence of a 
daughter (he did not love, ftie behaved to 
OlXC with tolerable civility. Occupied with 

her 
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her rank, flie feemed to have infinite de* 
light in difplaying it to her city acquaint- 
ance. Her Ladylhip thought a coronet fo 
delightful an ornament, that the meaneft 
utenfils in her houfe were adorned with it ; 
and flie wore it woven or worked on all her 
cloaths, in die vain hope perhaps of counter- 
afting the repelling efFed of an hideous 
countenance, a difcordant voice, and a 
manner more vulgar than either, I faw 
with concern that my fadier was not con* 
foled by the pofleffion of her great fortune, 
for the mortification of having given the 
name and place of lus adored Adelina to a 
woman fo unlike her in mind and perfon% 
He was feldom well ; feldomer at home ; and 
feemed to have no other delight than in 
hearing from his two fons and from his eldeft 
daughter ; and when we were alone, he told 
me that to fee me married would alfo give 
him pleafure ; but he appeared, I thought, 
lefs anxious for the. match than when it was 
firft propofed. The preparations, however, 

went 
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went on, and in fix weeks were com- 
pleated. 

•* In diat interval, I had feen Trelawny 
almoft every day. He always feemed very 
good humoured, and was certainly very 
thoughtlefs. He loved me, or fancied he 
loved me, extremely; but I fometimes 
fufpedted that it was rather in compliance 
with the tafte of others than his own ; and 
that a favourite hunter or a famous pointer 
were very likely to rival me. My father 
fometimes laughed at his boyifli fondnefs 
for fuch things, and the importance he an- 
nexed to them, and fometimes I thought 
he looked grave and hurt at obferving it, 

" For my own part, 1 faw his follies ; 
but none that I did hot equally perceive in 
the conduft of other young men. Tho* I 
had no abfolute partiality to him, I was 
totally indifferent to every other man. I 
married him, therefore; and gave away my 
perfon before I knew I had an heart. 

^^ We }vent immediately into Cornwall, 
to an old falhioned but magnificent family 

feat ; 
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feat ; where I was received by Mn Trc- 
lawny's fifter, a woman fome years older 
than he was, and who had brought him up. 
The coarfe converfation of this woman, 
which confided entirely in details of family 
occonomy, and the ftupidity of her hufband 
and a booby fon of fourteen^ were but ill 
calculated to render my retirement pleafing. 
And having laughed and wondered once 
at the uncouth figures and obfolete notions 
of Mr. Trelawny's Cornifh coufins, who 
haftcned, in their beft cloaths, to congratu- 
late him, from places whofe barbarous 
names I could not pronounce— and having 
twice entertained the voters of two boroughs 
which belonged to the family, I had ex- 
haufted all the delights of Cornwall, and 
prevailed on him to return to a country 
where I could fee a few beings like my- 
felf. 

*^ When I came back into die world, 
I was furrounded by a croud of idle people, 
whofe admiration flattered the vanity of 
Xrelawny more than it did mine ; for I be- 
came 
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came accuftomed to adulation, and it loft 
it's charms with it's novelty. T^chwny 
was continually with young men of falhion, 
who called themfelves his friends ; and who 
befides doing him the kindnefs to devife and 
inftmft him in the difpofal of his fortune, 
would have relieved him from the affedlions 
of his wife, if he had ever poffefled them. 
They made love to me with as little Icru- 
ple as they borrowed money of him ; and 
told me that negleft on the part of my 
hufband well dcferved to be repaid with 
infidelity on mine. But I felt forthefe ftial- 
Tow libertines only difguft and contempt ; 
and received their profeffions with fo much 
coldnefs, that they left me, in fearch of 
fome other giddy creature, who might not, 
by ill-timed prudery, belie the promife of 
early coquetry. It was yet however very 
Inuch the fafhion to admire me ; and my 
hufband feemed ftill to take fome delight 
in hearing and reading in the daily papers 
that Lady Adelina Trelawny was the moft 
elegant figure at Court, or that every 
Vol. IL M beauty 



beauty ai the Opera was ecUpfcd ouife^r 
entrance. The c^^geraejTs ds\d avidity with 
^Jiich I had jentcred, frpm xhe .coftfiAcpiem: 
of the nurfery, to ;af life of jcx»iuiAvil4 4ifli- 
pation, wa$ now QO^C^erAWy .^^ated. I 
<:ontinued it from ikabiti apd. foecauie J 
knew not how to employ my time otherr 
wife ; but I felt, a dreary vacuity in my, 

heart; and aiiiid fple;n4Qr.aft4'^*^^ 
l^jis luihappy. 

*^ The return of my elder ba:qther: fix>q;i 
his firft campaiign in Ainericia, wa;s th^ oi^ly 
realpleafure I ha^ long felt, H^ is per:- 
haps one of the moft elegai?t. aAd accom- 
jAi(hed young men of his time ; but to he 
^egaiitand acconapUfl>edishis leaft praife-- 
His folid underftanding, and his excellent 
heart, are an honour • to . hi3 com;itry and tO: 
human nature. That quick feiife of honour, 
and that ftriftnefs of principle, which now 
make my greateft terror, give a peculiar 
luftre and dignity to his.charader. My 
father received hin^ with that delight a 
father only, can feel ; a^d faw and gloried 

with 
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with all a father's pride, in a fucxeflbr wor- 
thy of his anceftprs. 

^^ My brother, who had always loved me 
extremely, tho' we had been very little to- 
gether, took up his abode at my houfe 
while he ftaid in England. Trelawny 
feemed fo feel a fort of awe before hiin 
which made him endeavour to hide his 
• vices if not his weaknefs, while he remained 
with us. He was more attentive to me 
than he had long been. My brother hoped 
I was happy ; and tho' Trelawny was a mati 
whofe converfation afforded him no plea- 
fure, he behaved to him with every ap- 
pearance of friendfhip and regard. He was 
foon however to return to his regiment; 
and my father, who had been in a declining 
ftate of health ever lince his fecond mar- 
riage, appeared to grow worfe as the period 
of feparation approached. He feemed to 
have waited only for this beloved fon to 
clofe his eyes; for a few days before he was 
again to take leave, my father found his 
«nd very rapidly approaching. 

M 2 ^' Perfeftly 
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- ^^ Perfedly confcious of it, he fettled all 
liis aifairs ; and made a provifion for me 
and my brother William out of the money 
of the prefent Lady Wefthaven, which the 
marriage articles gave him a right to dif- 
pofe of after her Ladylhip's death if he left 
no children by her ; and recommended us 
both to his eldeft fon. 

^* You will aft nobly by our dear Wil- 
*^ liam," faid he ; " I have no doubt of it; 
** but above all, remember my poor Ade- 
<* lina. Camilla is happily married. Tell her 
*^ 1 die blefSng her, and her children ! But 
^^ Adclina — my unfortunate Adehna is 
^* herfelf but a child, and her hufband is 
*' very young and thoughtlefs. Watch- 
^* over her honour and her repofe, for the 
'^ fake of your father and that dear woman 
*^ (he fo much refembles, your fainted 
** mother. 

^' I was in the room, in an agony of 
forrow. He called me to him. '' My 
^^ daughter," faid he, in a feeble voice, 
^' remember that the honour of your family 

'' —of 
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'* — of your brothers — is in your hands — 
*^ and remember it is facred. — Endeavour 
^^ to deferve the happinefs of being fifter 
" to fuch brothers, and daughter to fuch 
" a mother as yours was !" 

^^ I was unable to anfwer. I could only 
kifs his convulfed hands ; which I eagerly 
did, as if to tell him that I promifed all he 
expected of me. My own heart, which 
then made the vow, now perpetually re- 
proaches me with having kept it fo ill 1 _ 

^^ A few hours afterwards, my father diedr 
My brother, unable to announce to me the 
melanelioly tidings, took my hand in fi- 
lence, and led me out of the houfe, which 
was now Lady Wefthaven's. He had only 
a few days to flay in England, which he 
employed in paying the laft mournful du- 
ties to his father ; and then embarked again 
for America, leaving his affairs to be fettled 
by my filler's hufband. Lord Clancarryl, to 
whom he wrote to come over from Ireland ; 
for my brother William was now flationed 
in the Weft Indies, where he obtained the 
command of a man of war ; and myr 

M 3 brotherr 
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brother knew that to leave any material 
bufiticfa to Trelawfty, was to leave it to igr 
norance aftd imbecility. 

** In my hufband, I had neither a friend 
or a companion—- 1 had not even a pro^ 
te<flor ; for except when he was tinder the 
rtiftraint of my brotlier^s prefence, he waJ 
hardly ever ftt home. Sometimes he was 
g^ie on tours to diflant counties to Bt* 
tend races or hunts^ to which he belonged; 
and fomctimes to France, where he was 
ctobarked in gaming afTociatioris with En* 
glift^men who lived only to difgrace their 
xi^ivit. JLeft to pafs my life as the wife ctf 
fuch a man as Trelawny, I felt my brother*s 
departure as the deprivation of all I loved* 
But the airival of my fitter and her huf- 
band relieved me. I had not feen them 
for fome years; and was delighted to 
meet my fifter happy with a man fo 
worthy and refpeftable as Lord Clancaxryl. 

^^ He took poffeffion of the eftate my 
iunt was now obliged to refign to Lord 
Weft|iaven ; and as my fifter was impatient 
to rettim to Ireland, where (he had left her 

^ children. 
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Children, they preffed ftie extremely to ga 
thither with thcrh. Trela:wny was gond^ 
out on one of his rambles ; but I wrote to 
him and bbtisiined hh confent— indeed he 
long fince ceafed to trouble himfelf about 
ftie. 

^^ I attended rtiy lifter therefore to Lough 
Garryl; 6n the beautiful banks of which 
hfer L-ord had built an houfe, which pof- 
fefling as nmch nlagrtificence as was proper 
tx) their rank, was yet coittrived with an at- 
tention to all the comforts 6f doftteftic re- 
-fjfemdrit. Mefre Lady Clanearryrchofe to 
jfefide the whole year ; and rtiy Lord nevct 
left it biit to Atehd 'i!he bwflnefs of ParHa- 
ment at Dublin. 

" His ttti^^r dtt6htio*n tohii wife ; his ar- 
dent, yer regi!i!at6d fondn'cfs for his chil- 
^ten ; the pea:ce andorcfet whSc'h retghed in 
his houfe ; xht cfeltghrful itid t^fy foctety 
he foinetimeS ccftefted in it, and the chear* 
ful confidence w'e enjoyed in quiet fiimily 
parties when withotrt company ; made mc 
f^ widi bitternefs and regret the difference 

M 4 between 
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between my fifter's lot and mine. Her 
hufband made it the whole bufinefs of his 
life xb fulfill every duty of his rank, mint 
feemed only felicitous to degrade himfelf 
below his. One was improving his fortune 
by well regulated oeconomy ; the other 
diffipating his among gamefters and pick- 
pockets. The converfation of Lord 
Clancarryl was fenfible, refined, and im- 
proving ; Trelawny^s confifted either in tire- 
fome details of adventures among jockies,. 
pedigrees of horfes, or fcandalous and 
filly anecdotes about perfons of whom no- 
body wifhed to hear ; or he funk into fallen 
filence, yawned, and (hewed how very little 
relifli he had for any other difcourfe. 

^^ When I married him, I knew not to 
what I had condemned myfelf. As his 
charafter gradually difcovered itfejf, .my 
reafon alfo encreafed ; and now, when I had 
an opportunity of comparing him to fuch a 
man as Lord Clancarryl, I felt all the hor- 
rors of my deftiny ! and beheld, with a 
dread from which my feeble heart recoiled, 

along. 
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a long, long prolpefl of life before me—* 
without attachment, without friendfhip^- 
without love. 

'^ I remained two months in Ireland ; 
and heard nothing of Trelawny, 'till a 
match having been made on the Curragh 
of Kildare, on which he had a large bet 
depending, he came over to be prefent at 
it ; and I heard with regret that I was to 
return with him. While he remained in 
Ireland, his difgufting manners, and conti- 
nual intoxication, extremely difpleafed Lord 
Clancarryl ; and I lived in perpetual un- 
eafinefs.. A few days before we were to- 
embark for England, George Fitz-Edward,. 
liis Lordftiip's younger brother, came from- 
the north of Ireland, where he had been* 
recruiting,.to Lough Carryl ; but it was only, 
a paffing vifit to his family — he was going 
to England, .and wc were to fail in the fame: 
pacquet." 

At the mention of George Fitz-Ed- 
ward. Lady Adelina grew more diftreffcd 
than ftie had jet been in. the. courfe of her 

M 5. ^ nar* 
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Harrative. Mra. StaflTord and Emmdine 
teftiiied figns of fuq)rize. She obferved it ; 
and aiked if they knew him ? Mrs. Stafford 
anfwered, they had fome acquaintance with 
him ; and Emmeline remarked that (he 
either never heard or had forgotten that 
his father's fecond title was Clancarryl. 

His very name feemed to affeft Lady 
AdeHna fo much, and^lhe appeared fo ex- 
haufted by having fpoken fo long, that tho' 
(he told them fhe had but little to add to 
her mournful ftory, they infiftcd upon her 
permitting them to releafe her till the even- 
ing, when diey would attend her again. 



GttAP. 
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CHAPTER XIL 



TH EY feiuid La4y Adelifia in better 
fpirite iti the evening than they had 
hoped fof-^She itemed to have been ar- 
guing herfelf into the compofiire neceffary 
to go on with h^r ftory. 

^* -As you have fome acquaintance with 
George Fitz-Edward, I need not defcribe 
his perfon or his manrier ; nor how decided 
a contraft they muft form with thofe of fuch 
^ man as him to whom 1 was unhappily 
idnited. This contraft, in fpite of all my 
endeavours, was perpetually before my 
*yes— I thought Fitz-Edward, who was as 
agreeable as his brother, had a heart as 
good; and my heart involuntarily made 
the comparifon between what I was, and 
what I might have been if my fate had 
reierved me for Fitz-Edward, 

M 6 *^ We 
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«^ We embarked— It was about the au^ 
tumnal equinox ; and before we had failed 
two leagues, die wind fuddenly changing, 
blew from the oppofite quarter, and then 
from every quarter by turns. As I was 
always fubjeft to ficknefs in the cabin, I 
had lain down on th? deck, on a piece of" 
fail- cloth, and wrapped in my pelijfe ; and 
Fitz-Edward fat by me. But when, the 
wind grew fo violent that it was neceffary 
every moment to fhift the fails, Jj^vho was 
totally infenfible, was in the way of the 
iailors. Fitz-Edward cai'ried rae down in 
his arms; and having often heard me 
exprefs an abhorrence to the clofe beds vx 
the cabin, by the help of my own maid h^ 
accommodated me with one on the floor i 
where he continued to watch ovex me> 
without attending to his own danger, tho' 
he heard the mafter of the pacquet expreft 
his apprehenfions that we flhould be driven 
back on the bar, and beat to piex:.es. 

*^ Trelawny, in whom felf-prefervatioi> 
was generally alive, whatever became of 

his 
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his Other feehngs, had pafled fo jovial an 
evening before he departed, that he was 
perfedtiy unconfcious of his own danger. 
After ftruggling fome hours to return into 
the bay, it was with difficulty accompliftied 
about five in the morning. Fitz-Edward, 
with the tendered folicitude, faw me fafe 
on (hore, whither Trelawny was alfo brought* 
But for from being rejoiced at our narrow 
efcape, he curfed his ill luck, which he 
faid had raifed this confounded ftorm only 
to prevent his returning in time to fee 
Clytemneftra got into proper order for the 
Oftobcr meeting. 

. *M was fo ill the next day, thro* the 
fear ami fetigue 1 had undergone, that I 
was abfolutely unable to go on board.. But 
liothing that related to me could detain 
Trelawny, who embarked again as foon as 
the pacquet was refitted, and afi:er fqme 
grumbhng at my being too ill tagp, left 
me to follow him hy the next conveyance, 
and recojnmended me with great coolnefs 
to the care of Fitz-Edward*. 



*^ We ftaid only two days after him. 
Fitz-EdN^ard, as well during the paffag^ 
as on otir jotimcy to London, behaved to 
Efie with the tendernefs of a brother; and I 
fancied my pa*iality concealed from him, 
becalife I tried to conceal it. If he faw it, 
he fhewfed no difpofition to take advantage 
of it, and I therefore thought I might fear* 
Ifefely indulge it, 

^^ When I arrived at myhoufe in town, 
1 found that Trelawny was abfent, aiid 
had left a letter for me defiring me to go 
down to a houfe he had not long before 
purchafed in Hampftiire^ as a hunting 
feat. Without enquiring his reafons, I 
ebeycd him. I took a melancholy leave 
ef Fitz-Ed\vard, arid went into Hamp- 
fliire ; where, as Trelawny was not there, I 
betook myfelf to my books, and I fear to 
thinking too much of Fiiz- Edward. 
^ ^' After I had been there about a fort* 
liight, I wai furprized by a vifit from the 
t)bjeft of my indifcreet contemplations. 
He looked diflxeffed and unhappy; and 

bis 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE, 155 

his firft cdnvcrfation fecmcd to be prepar- 
ing me for fome ill news. I was dreadfully 
alarmed, and eriquired eagerly for my 
filler ?— her hulband ?— *her children ?— 

^' I hope, and believe they are well," 
anfwered he. " I have letters of a very 
5* late d^te from my brother." 

^^ Oh God !" cried I, in an agony (for 
his countenance ftill aflured me fomething 
very bad had happened) '^ Lord Weft- 
^^ haven — my brother, mydear brother!*'— *• 

" Is well too, I hope — at leaft I aflure 
•^ you I know nothing to the contrary." 

** Is it news from Jamaica then ? Has 
*^ there been an engagement. There has, I 
*^ know, and my brotherWilliam is killed." 

^' No, upon my honour," replied Fitz- 
Edward, *Vhad Godolphin been killed, I, 
*^ who love him^ better than any mart 
^' breathing, could not have brouglit the 
*^ intelligence— But my dear Lady Adelina^ 
^^ are there then no other misfortunes hv/t 
^* thofe which arife from the death of 
t' friends?" 

^' None/* 
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^' None/' anfwered I, ^^ but what I could 
very well bear. Tell me, therefore, I con- 
jure you tell me, and keep me no longer 
in fufpence— I can hear any thing fince I 
have nothing to apprehend for the lives of 
thofe I love/^ 

«^ Well then/* anfwered he, •' I will 
tell you. — I fear things are very bad 
with Mr. Trelawny. It is faid^that all 
the dlate not entailed, is already gone ; 
and that he has even fold his life intereft 
in the reft. All his effects at the town 
lioufe are feized ; and I am afraid the 
fame thing will in a few hours happen 
here. I came therefore, lo\'ely Lady 
Adelina^ to intreat yoa to put yourfelf 
under my proted:ion, and to quit tliis 
houfe, where it will foon be fo improper 
^ for you to remain.'* 

^ ^ I enquired after the unhappy Trelawny?* 
He told me he had left him intoxicated at a 
gaming houfc: in St. James's Jftreet ; that 
he had told him. he was. coming down to 
mp, to which he had confented, tho' Fitz- 

Edward 
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Edward faid he much doubted whedler he 
knew what he was faying. 
- '^ Fitz-Edward then advifed me to pack 
up eveiy thing I wi(hed to preferve, and 
immediately to depart; for he feared that 
perfons were already on the road to feize 
the furniture and effedtsin execution, 

*^ Gracious heaven!'* cried I, ^* what 
*^ can I do? — Whither can I go !'* 

^^ Truft yourfelf with me/' cried Fitz- 
** Edward — dear, injured Lady Adelina/* 

^^ Let me] rather,*' anfwered I, ^' go 
^' down to Trelawny Park/* ^ 

** Alas!** faid he, ^* the fame ruin will 
^^ there overtake you. Be affured Mr, 
*^ Trelawny *s creditors will equally attach 
^^ hi? property there. You know too, that 
^^ by the fale of his boroughs he has for 
•^ fome years loft his feat in parliameut,^ 

and that therefore his perfon will not 

be fafe. He muft himfelf go abroad.** 
Doubting, and uncertain what I 
ought to do, I could determine on nothing. 
Fitz-Edward propofed ray going to Mr. 

Percival'sj 
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Percivarsj who had married one of hh 
fifters. They are at Bath, faid he; but 
the honfe and fervatrits are ^t nry difpofal, 
tfnid it k otily five and twenty mfles from 
hence. Hardly knowing whaft I did, I 
conferited to this propofol; and tistking 
my jeweb and fome valiiSKle plate with 
me, I fetotit in a poK cliaife with Fitz- 
Edward, leaving my maid to follow me 
the neitt day, a!nd give me a'n a?ccoititt who*- 
ither our fears were verified. 

^^^They were but too well fouhded. fu^ur 
hours after I 1[mi left the hkyufc, the <he- 
riflTs offic^f s enteredf it*— Infomiation wKich 
cncreafed my i^neafihefs for the fate 6# the 
tmfortiinate Trelawtty; in hopes of alle- 
i^iating whofe miferies"! wo\ild inyfdf have 
gone to London, but ?it^-B*Vard would 
not fuffer me. Hfe faid k w^ rixdt^t tiiari 
ii)robable that my huft^nd was already in 
France ; that if he was yet in En'gland, lie 
^ad no hotffo in whieh to receive me, and 
would fee? more emb'atrmfled than relieved 
by my prefence, fiift a^ I continued td 

exprefs 
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exprefs great uneafinefs to know what was 
become of him, he offered to go to Lron- 
don and bring me fome certain intelligence 
of Trelawny. 

^* At the end of a week, which ap* 
pcai*ed infupportably long, he returned^ 
andiold me that with fome diiBciiky he 
had difcovered my unhappy hufband at 
the houfe of one of his friends, where he 
was concealed, and where he had loft at 
piquet more than half the ready money he 
could conmiand. That with fome diffi- 
culty be had convinced him of the danger 
as well as folly of remaining in fuch a 
.place ; and had accompanied him to Do- 
ver, whence lie liad fecn him fail for 
France. 

** I told Fitz-Edward that I would in- 
fttotly give up as much of my fettlement 
as would enable Trelawny to live in afflu- 
ence, till his aiFairs could be arranged; 
but he protefted that he would not fufFer 
me to take any meafure of that fort, till I 
had the advice of bis brother ; x>n till one 
of my own' returned to England. " 

« Dq 
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Do you know/' faid he, at the end 
of this converfation— " Do you know. 
Lady Adelina, that I envy Trelawny 
his misfortunes, fince they excite fueh 
generous pity. — Good God ! of what 
" tendernefs, of what affeftion would 
** not fuch a heart be capable, if "— - 
^^ Fitz-Edward had feldom hazarded an 
obfervation of this fort, tho' his eyes had 
told me a thoufand times that he internally 
made them. He could convey into half a 
fentenee more than others could exprefs 
by the moft elaborate fpeeches. Alas ! I 
liftened to him with too much pleafure ; 
for my treacherous heart had already faid 
more, tlian his infidious eloqueiv:©;. 

'^ I wrote to Lord Clancarryl, entreat- 
ing him to come over. He aflured me 
he would do fo, the moment he could 
leave my filler, who was very near her 
time ; but that in the interim his brother 
George would obey all my coqjmands, and 
render me every fervice he could himfelf 
do if prefent. . 

^^ Thrown, 
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^* Thrown, therefore, wholly into the 
power of Fitz-Edward ; loving him but 
too well; and feeing him every hourbufied 
in ferving me — I will not accufe him 
of ^t ; I had myfelf too little to hide from 
him the fatal fecret of my heart ; I could 
not fummons refolution to fly from him, 
till my error was irretrievable — till I found 
myfelf made compleady miferable by the 
confcioufnefs of guilt. 

^' After remaining there about a fort- 
night, I left the houfe of Mr. Percival, and 
took a fmall lodging in the neighbourhood 
of Cavendifh-fquare. Fitz-pdward faw me 
every day. — I met him indeed with tears 
and confufion ; but if any accident prevented 
his coming, or if he even abfented himfelf 
at my own requeft, the anguifti I felt till I 
again faw him convinced me that it was no 
longer in my power to live without him. 

" Trelawny had given me no directions 
for my conduct ; nor had he even written 
to me, 'till he had occafion for money. 
He then defired me to fend him five hun- 
dred 
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dted' guinieas-*a fum I had ^o immediate 
means of raflng, but by felling fome of my 
jewels* This I would immediately have 
done; but Fitz^Edward, who would not 
hear of it, brought me the money in a few 
hours, and undertook to remit it, together 
with a letter from me, to the unfortunate 
man for whom it was defigned. 

•' He tried toor— ah, how vainly !— -to 
perfuade me, that in afting thus I had done 
more than my duty to fudi an hufband* 
His fophiftry, aided by my own wifbes to 
believe him, could not quiet the inceflant 
reproaches with which my confcience pur- 
fued me — 1 remembered my father's dying 
injunctions, I remembered the inflexible 
notions of honour inherited by both my bro- 
thers, and I trembled at the fevere account 
to which I might be called. T could now 
no longer flatter myfelf that my error 
would be concealed, fince of its confe- 
quences I could not doubt ; and while I 
fuffered all the terrors of remorfe and ap- 
prehenfion, Lord Clancarryl came over. 

'' In 
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^^ In Qr4er to mKe ai^ekftir!^3 tcwank 
ftuUng Tr,elaw»y> affairs, it, was jaeqcflky 
^ fe^id for feis fiftqr, who bad a feoiid for 
five thoufaad pounds, whiejb qkim was 
prior to every ottier* This wonc^Q, whom, 
it was extrem^y dj&gre.e$Ll:d^ Co me to meet, 
i^rpented wit;h vulgar domour her bro- 
ther (s nii^foitupk^ ; which ihe f«id could 
never have happened if he h^d not becii 
fo unlucky afS to g^t quality wtions into 
bis head. I know not what »t fijnft raifed 
her fufpicions; But I faw that ihe vjery, 
narrowly obferved Fitz-Edward ; and iTnecr- 
ing faid that it was very lueky indeqd fon 
me to have fuch a friend, and quife kind in 
die colonel to take fo niuqh trouble. She 
made herfelf thoroughly acquainted with. 
2^,11 that related to her brotiier, from the 
time of our parting in Irqlajmd ; and I found 
that flie had attempted to bribe my fervant 
to give her an account of my conduft ; in 
which tho' fhc had failed of fuccefs, fhe 
had found that Fitz-Edward had been con- 
ftantly with m,e. His attendance was 

.indeed 
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indeed lefs remarkable when Lord Clan- 
carry 1, his brother, was alfo prefent; but 
Mrs, Bancraft, determined to believe ill 
of mCj fuffered not this circumftance to 
have any weight, and hinted her fufpicions 
of our attachment in terms fo little guarded, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty I could 
prevail on Fitz- Edward not to refent her 
impertinence. 

^^ Lord Clancarryl defpifed this vulgar 
and difgufting woman too much to attend 
to the inuendos he heard; and far from 
fufped:ing my unhappy weaknefs, he con- 
tinued to lay me under new obhgations to 
Fitz-Edward by employing him almoft in- 
ceffantly in the arrangement of Trelawny's 
affairs. 

^* On looking over the will of that re- 
lation, wlio had bequeathed to Mr. 
Trelawny the great fortune he had pof- 
fefled, I difcovered the reafon of Mrs. 
Bancraft's attentive curiofity in regard to 
me-^if he died without heirs, above fix 
tho\ifand a year was to defcend to her fon, 

who 
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^ho was to take the name. He had been 
now marrLed above two years, and his 
bloated and unhealthy appearance (the 
effeft of exceffive drinking) indicated ihoit 
life; and had made her for fome time look 
forward to the fucceffion of the entailed 
eftate as an event almoft certain for her 
fon. This fufficiently explained her con- 
duit, and encreafed all my apprehenfions ; 
for I now found that avarice would ftimu- 
late malice into that continued watchful- 
nefs which I could not now undergo with- 
out the lofs of my fame and niy peace, 

'^ AH things being fettled by Lord Clan- 
carryl in the bed manner he could difpofe 
them for Mr. Trelawny, his Lordfhip 
prefled me to go with him to Ireland; but 
confcious that I ftiould carry only difgrace 
and forrow into the happy and refpcftable 
family of my lifter, 1 refufed, under pre- 
tence of waiting to hear again from Tre- 
lawny before I took any refolution as to 
my future refidence. • 

*^ His Lordfllip therefore left me, hav- 
ing obtained: my promife to go over to 

VoL.IL N Lrough 
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Lough Carryl in the fpring; but Fitz-Ed-» 
ward continued to fee me almoft every 
day, attempting by the tendereft affiduity 
tO'.foothe and tranquillize my mind. But 
time, which alleviates all other evils, only 
encreafed mine; and they were now be* 
come almoft infupportable. After long 
deliberation, I faw no way to efcape the 
difgrace which was about to overwhelm 
nie, but hiding myfelf from my own fa-^ 
mily and from all the world. I deter- 
mined to keep my retreat fecret, even from 
Fitz-Edward himfelf ; and to punifh my- 
felf for my fatal attachment by tearing my^ 
felf for ever from it's objedl. Could I have 
fupported the contempt of the world, to 
which it was evidently the intereft of Mrs* 
Bancraft to expofe me, I could not bear 
the moft diftant idea of the danger to 
which the life of Fitz-Edward would be 
liable from the refejimient of my brothers* 
That he might perifti by the hand of Lord 
Wefthaven or Captain Godolphin, or that 
one of thofe dear brothers might fall by 
his, was a fuggefldon fo horrid , and yet fo 

probable. 
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probable^ that it was for ever before me 5, 
and I haftened to fly into obfcurity, in the 
hope, that if my error is concealed till I 
am myfelf in the grave, my brothers may 
forgive me, and not attempt to wa(h out 
the offence in the blood of the furviving^^ 
offender. 

*^ To remain, and to die here Unknown^ 
is all I now dare to with fpr* My fervant 
having formerly known the woman who 
inhabits this cottage, contrived to have a 
few neceffaries fent hither without obferva- 
tidn; I have made it worth the while of the 
people to be fecret ; and as they know not 
my name, 1 had little apprehenfion of be- 
ing difcovered. 

" I took fto leave of Fitz-Edward ; nor 
Itave I written to him fince. 1 lament the 
pain my fudden abfence muft give him; 
but am determined to fee hun no more^ 
Should my child live ' ^* 

Lady Adelina was now altogether \mablc 
to proceed, and fell into an agony of dif- 
trefs which greatly affefted her auditors. 
Mrs. Stafford and Ernmeline faid every 
thing they could think of to confole Iv^x: ^ 
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and foften the horror flie feemed to feel 
for her unhappy indifcretion. But (he lif- 
tened in liftlefs defpondence to their dif- 
courfe, and anfwered, that to be recon- 
ciled to guilt, and habituated to difgrace, 
was to be funk in the laft abyfs of infamy. 

They left her not, however, till they faw 
her rather more tranquil; and till Mrs, 
Stafford had prevailed upon her to accept 
of fome books, which fhc hoped might 
amufe her mind, and detach it awhile from 
the fad fubjeft of it's mournful contempla- 
tions. Thefe Ihe promifed to' convey to 
the cottage in a way that could create no 
fufpicion. And relieved of her own ap-. 
prehenfions, yet full of concern for the 
fair unhappy mourner (to whom neither 
Ihe or Emmeline had given the leafl inti- 
mation of Fitz-Ed ward's frequent refidence 
in that country,) they returned to Wood- 
field, imprefled with the moft earneft foli- 
citude to foften the calamities they had juft 
heard related, tho' to cure them was im^ 
poffible. " 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME^ 
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